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Decision No. ______ __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~rISSION OF THE STATE OF Cr..LIFORNIA 

Applicati.on of PACIFIC GREYHOUND LINES 
for authority to conduct spcciol 
passenger transport~tion service 
between Son Froncisco ~nd Golden Gote 
Fj,elds. 

) 
) 
) Applica1:ion No. 38297 
) 
) 

Douglas .. Brookrn:m ond E~rl Bet s;bX, for 
r.rpplicant. 

DonDhue, Richards, Rowell & Gallagher 
by GoorEe Thomas, for Key System Transit 
Lines; Edw~rd M~ Berol, for The Gray 
tine Inc., protestants. 

Warren Pc Iv1oI":,sden, for Co11forni3 Toll Bridge 
Authority! Department of Public Works, 
interested porties. 

Pacific Greyhound Lines herein requests a modific~tion of 

its p~ss0nbcr stage operative authority to enable it to place into 

operstion a direct possenger stoge service between Son Francisco 

and Golden Gate Fields at Alb~ny during the racing secson and on 

racing days only. A public hesring thereon was held .at San Francisco 

on August 20 and 27, 1956, before Examiner Leo C. Paul. The matter 

wos submitted on the lotter dote subject to the filing of ~ memorandum 

by one of the porties not later than September 4, 1956, which has been 

!'eeeived. 

The service proposed by applicant would be 3 so-called 

"Special tl transport:-1tion zervicc betwcen .:lpplicontrs dcpot at Seventh 

nnd ~·rission Streets, San FranCiSCO, and ~ zone near the gr=:mdstond 

at Golden Ge.te Fields used for loading and unloaoing p~ssengcrs 

arriving or dcnort1ng in buses. Applicont ",ould usc its prescnt 

intlerurb~n type equipment. The round-trip fore proposed would be 

$1.3'0. It is stated that the federal tax on this fare would 'be 

14 cents, making the totol charge $1.50. The distance between 
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Snn Fr3ncisco and Colden Gate Fields wos sc1d to be 13 miles. 

A witness in describing npplicant's op0r~t1ons testified th~t service 

is presently provided between Son Francisco ond Golden Gote Fields 

on schedules that ore operating between S~n Froncisco and pOints 

beyond the City of Richmond. Passengers using this service ore 

required to disemb~.r!( from applicant's buses at the intersection of 

Gilman Avenue and U. S. Highway 40, which is about one-half mile 

from the Golden Gate Fields grandstand. The evidence -shows the.t 

the race track management provides a shuttle bus service for these 

passengers to ond from the grandstand at no charge. Applicant's 

fore on its regular service between San Francisco ond the inter

section of Gilman ~venue and U. S. HighweY 40 wos Shown to be 

5$ cents one way and ~~l.OO for the tround trip with no tax. It was 

pOinted out by the witness th~t applicant is presently conducting 

certain so-called "special" services on rncing days between Colden 

Cate Fields ond pOints outside the area extending from San Froncisco 

to Richmond. The witness olso described npplicantts service between 

S~n Francisco and the race tr~cks nt Tnnfornn nne Bey Meadows, as 

well ~s its serv1ce to and from certain race trDcks in Southern 

California. It does not provide service to or from the race trDcks 

ot Snnto Anita or Hollywood Pork. 

Two officials of the Golden Oote Fields testified on beholf 

of opplicont. vlhile their te~timony indicoted that ~pplicantts 

proposed service to and from the area of the clubhouse is desirable, 

their testimony wns inconclusive as to a public need for such service. 

Their testimony shows that one unpaved and three pnved 

lots are maintained for parking crivate automobiles which can 

DCCOrnmoOo.te more than 13,000 cars. On only one occaSion, were the 

regular lots filled with most of the space in the overflow lot unused. 

As a rule, according to the testimony, approximately 80 ~er cent 
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of the reserved seats are sold. Ir.ere has never been a co~plete 

cell-out clthoush tho general ~~i$sion sects arc u$unlly fil~ed. 

The Gray Line, Inc., protestcnt, took the position thct if 

~pplicont were authorized 'Co provide the service proposed, protestant 

v:o~ld lose apprcxim~~ely one holl' of its 9rescnt traffic ~etvleen Son 

Francisco and Golden Gote Fields. This it could ill ~f~ord as the 

service provided by it to and i:rom the Fields is at that season of 

the yeo! iofhcn its :::oegulcr sigl1.tscc!ng operctions .:lre not ~t full pe,~k 

and :1. t t:'l'\),rl iz offo::ded on cpp~::'t1;..l1l ty to p::cducc nceC:ed addi tiona 1 

re'V'cnues to k~cp its eq'::d?ment in ot~oration o:'ld provic.~ more continu-

ous wo!'k for its employees. This ~rotest~nt also pOinted out as a 

fu~th~r point in its oppo~1tion th~t it would be unoble to mointoin 

its present round-tri~hargC or ~~1 .. 75' in the i"ac¢ of applicont r s 

proposal of 3 less~r choree of ~~l. 5'0. Protest~nt Gray Line :f'~ther 

pointed out tho t ot no t1l:le Since i t h.:l~ been serving the roce track 

involved hos it been required to use anything oppro~ching its entire 

cva11~ble equipment. The evidence tu:ther indicatos thot the shuttle 

buses u~od by the tr~ek monoeern~nt, ~s hereinabove ~e~erred to, 8re 

rented from protestant Gray Line .. 

A \"i tness for protestant Key System des:l"i b0d the ::;ervice 

which it provides to ~nd from the Fields. One ser/ice provided by 

this protestant is ,~ shut:tle service between the intersection of 

University and Shattuck Avenues, on the one ha~d, and the race trcck 

on the other hond.. This is ~ con."lecting service bet\'leen schedules 

~erving at University and Shattuck ~V'enues :?nd the race track. The 

fare charged on this service of protestant is 20 cents ccsh or one 

token. Protestant also oper3tes its r,L" line between San Froncisco 

~nd Richmond which serves the point ~t the intersection of Gilman 

Avenue ~nd U~ S. Hiehwoy 40, where connection is mo~e with the shuttle 

buz zervice mointn1ned by the track mcn.:lgement bet .... ·cen the tr~ckfs 
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grandstand nnd Gilmen Avenue ~,t U. s. Highw~~t 40. The one-wny f~re 

is 60 cents. Key System is giving consideration to diverting certoin 

schedules o~ this line into the ous looding area ot the r.:1ce tr~ck 

over G11moil ~venue ~t 0 proposed one-w~y charge of 70 cents. includ

ir:.:~ to-x. 

At the conclusion of the he~r1ng counsel for applicant 

stated thot ~pplic~nt does not request ~ certificate of public con

venience ond necessity pursuant to the provi=ions of sections 1031 to 

1037, inclusive, of the Public Utilities Code in order to extend its 

operotions into Golden G~te Fields, but is merely sQeking e modific~

tion of its present operotive rights pursuant to the provisions of' the 

Code ~s set forth in Sections 701, 730 ond 761. This would not 

involve the exercise of the Commission's jurisdiction under Sections 

1031 to 1037 of the Code. The pOSition of ~pplicant wos vigorously 

opposed in the reply memorondum of protestont Gr~y Line. We see no 

need to discuss oppliccnt t s contention ,::15 it is clear th~t its pro

posnl is to extend its service along Gilmen Avenue from its inter

section 'vith U. S. Highw .. :~y 40 ,':\t Albany, ~nd the buz londing .::Ireo 

.::It the, grr:l1dst~nd of Golden Gate F101ds. Such en operation is t '''nt 

of ~ "possenger stoge corpor~tionfl as defined in Section 226 of the 

Public Utilities Code ~nd requires certific~tion as set forth in 

Section 1031 of that Code. 

A careful review of the eVidence of record in this proceed

ing shows th~t at this time there is ample common corrier servic~ to 

nnd from Golden Gate Fields, on the one hand, nnd San Fr~ncisco, on 

the other h~nd. This service is provided by carriers of long experi

ence which ~re well equipped to care for the needs of the public 

requiring such tr~nsportat1on. Itwes shown thot .::Ibout 20 to 25 
per cent of the people .::Ittending Golden Gate Fields use public trnns

port~.tion. The remainder use privnte menns of tr~velling to ond from 

the Fields .. 
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\{e further find thot ~pplic~nt h~s not shown th:lt public 

convenience ~nd necessity require the est~blishment of service to 

~nd from Golden Gote Fields ns proposed. Therefore, the opp11c~t1on 

mus t be derl1ed. 

AIl. opplict.t1on there:f'or h:w1ng beer. filed, t'i public het'iring 

ht'iv1ng been held thereon, nne. it hoving been found thot public con

venience and necessity do not require the est.~blishment of the opera

tion ~s proposed, 

IT IS ORDERED that the !:'.bove-ent1tled application is hereby 

denied. 

The effective dote of this order shall be twenty d~ys ~fter 

the dote hereof. 
Ii 

Doted ~t ____ ~Lo~s~A~n~~~~I~~:~ _________ , Cnliforn1c, thiS __ ~?(~'_--__ _ 
d~y of ___ D£_C....;;E;.;;.;.M.:;.;SE::.:.;R:-___ .,..;;; 


