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54385 Decision No. _____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI"ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation 1nto the gr3de crossing ,) 
of Ville. Terrace and tracks of ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY in the City ) 
of San Mateo, San Mateo COunty, being ) 
Crossing No. E-16.9. ) 

-------------------------------) 

Case No. $7$3 

Charles J. Astrue and V';illiam C. Bricca 
f'or the Coxmn~.ssion stat!'. 

Frederick E~ F~~~, R. S~ Wcreps and 
Randolph Kart for the Southern Pacific 
Company; Arthur J. Herzfold, Arthur B. 
Sullivan llnd. ]:t'ro.nlt WI) J:{o=o tor teo City 
o~;;n-Matoo; William T. Murp~ and 
William Sloan Dawson for residents in 
the area; ~~.o. .£9...~J.osH. Se;wour tor 
himsolf; ~torestod. partios., 

OPINION ON REHEARING 

By Decision No. $3443, dated July 16, 19$6, tho Commission 

ordered the grade crossing ot the Southern Pacit1c Company tracks 

and V111a'Terrace, crossing No. E-16.9 to be closed to vehieular 

and pedestrian traffic. Upon the petition for rehe~ring presented 

by the City ot San Mateo, the Commission by 1ts order~ dated 

August l~ 19$6 and September 2$, 1956, extended the effective' date 

of Decision No. 53443 and on the latter date granted rehear1ng. 

Public hearing on rehearing was held on November 1.3~ 1956 

before Commissioner Matthew J. Dooley and Examiner John A. Rowe, Jr., 

a.t which time additional ev1dence was adduced and. the matter duly 

submitted for decision. 

The railr.oad'fs, publie projects engineer testified that 

the crossing should be closed because 1t was a lightly used 

cro3~ing, because' Villa Terra.ce is So short street and. in no sense 

a through street. Additional public witnesses testified, that the 
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elosing of tb,iscross1ng would greatly inconvenie~ce tb.em both. as 

pedestrians and as motorists. According to the evidence also the 

closing of this cro~s1ng will result 1n depreciated value of ~oal 

property in the vicinity or the crossing. The principal o! one o't 

the elementa~ public sehools indieated that retention of this ) , 

eros:ling and the consequent diversion of trat'!'1c from the Poplar \ v/ 

Avenue underpass would lessen the potential traffic danger to ~ 
pupils attending such school. 

The evidence on rehearing indicates that the actual use 

by thG public is substantially greater than it was shoWn to be at 

th.e orig1na.l hearing. By the terms of Statutes 19$3" Chapter 1739" 
the Comm1s3ion has authority to grant to local agencies up to 

one hal! or their share of the cost of crossing protection. The 

procedure for procuring an allocation of such tunds is set forth 

tn Decision No. 49565" dated January 18, 1954" as amended by 

3/ 
Decision No. 49754" dated March 9, 19$4. The city's request for such 

funds must.await considera.t1on after the project is completed and 

the costs definitely deter.mined. Request tor alloeation should 

then be presented using the for.m set forth in Appendix A to said 

Decis'ion No. 4956$. 

Considering all the evidence of record in this proceeding 

the Commission is of the opinion and finds that there is suffiCient 

public need to justify the retention of this crossing for public 

use prov1ded." it is protected. by automatic gates, the Commission 

hereby finding,: that public st4ety requires such protection. The 

p::-oper alloce. tion of the .. cost of such. prot action is that the C :!.ty 

of San Mateo pay ritt~ percent of the actual cost thereof and that 

Southern Pacific Company pay fifty percent of such costs. 
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ORDER ON REHEARING 

Th~ petit~on ot the City of San Mateo tor n rehearing in 

this proceeding having been granted, such rehe~ring held" additional 

eVidence introduced" the matter having been submitted and now .be1l:lg 

ready tor d~cis1on, 

IT IS BEREEY ORDERED thet the order in Decis1onNo. $3443 

is changed and modified by strrking therefrom ordering paragraphs 

number~d (1) and (2) and substituting tnerefor the follow1ng~ 

(1) That within one hundred and twenty days after the 

effective date hereof Southern Pacific Company shall construct and 

L~stal1 at the grade crossing of Villa Terrace Street in th~ City 

ot San Mateo" which crossi:og is d~sigriated Crossing No. E-16.9" two 

Standard No~ 8 tlashing light signals equipped with automatic gate 

arms. 

(2) That the entire cost ot acquiring and installing such 

flashing light Signals and automatic gate arms shall be borne 

fifty percent by the City ot San Mateo and fitty percent oy the 

Southern Pacitic Company.· 

(3) That the cost of maintaining saidtlash1ng light signals 

and gate arms shall be borne by the Southern Pacific Company. 

(4) That within thirty days after the acquisition and 

construction required by ordering paragra.ph (l) h.e.v.e been compl~ted 

Southern Pacific Company shall give the Commis~1on written notice' 

0: complia.nce with the te~s or this order • 
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(5) That the investigation in Case No. $7$~ is discont~ued 

and Case No. 5753 is dismissed. 

The effective date or this decision shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Aated at __ --'"s:::.:.::'ln~'r.:.;;rn;:;.;.:;n~ei:;;;set)~ __ , California., this ~ 
day or Vk~ 
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"C. 4,&. 

C0mm1ss1oners 

to::mli !lsi onor .~'t..1:-lg.~!._~.!_?O~).!7; 'bol'np: 
necas33rily a~~or.t. did ~ot ~rtici?~to 

'in tbo dis~o3ition iJf t!l10 Jlroeoo~lnt. 


