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Decision No, Sicie ‘ @%ﬂ@%%&&
EEFORE THE PUELIC UTIZITIES COMMISSION OF TIE STATZ OF CALI(ovIA

Application of PACIFIC GREYEOUND LINES
for authority to cancel certain of its
passenger stage schedules between Los
Banos, on the one hand, and liodesto and
Merced, on -the other hand; to abtandon
its authorized route between Patterson
and Turlock; and to convert its regular
route bdetween Wheel Inn and Merced to
an glternate route.

Application Mo, 37816
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Douglas Brookman for apnlicant: ,

William Logan, City Attorney, for the City of
Patterson; Logan and Densmore by Willism Logan
§or the Cga%geri of Commerce of Paﬁpiison,B
ewnan an stine, protestants; b éam .
Ireadwell, County Counsel for the Board OF
Supervisors, County of Merced, protestant;
John H. Sorenson for Dos Palos District Chamber
of Commerce, protestant; Dan Halpin for lerced
County Chamber of Commerce em Vern Bacciarini
for automotive parts merchants of Merced,
protestants.

CPINIOX

In this proceeding'Pacific Greyhound Lines requests author-
ity to discontinue a local round-~trip passenger stage service having
its origin and destination at Merced. A pudblic heafing tﬁereon was
held before Examiner Leo C. Paul at Merced onm August 15, 1956, and
the matter was subtmitted.

The evidence shows that the service proposed to be dis-
continued 15 a co-called single uniﬁ operction notwithstanding that
four seporate schedule numbers are assigned to it for asserted sta=-

tlstical purposes., That is ¢o say that one driver and one bus are

assigned to the opérstion involved and are not used in aﬁy other

service. (Tr. 9)
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The driver's work period is pread over nine hours and fifty
ninutes during which he drives about 2I% miles 4in about five and one-
half hours, according to the record.. (Tr-9 and 10). 7The service is
operated five days a week with no service on Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Leaving lierced at 11:%0 a,m, and.refurning taere at 9:30 p.m. the
driver will have followed a zigzag‘course tarough WheelrInn, ios
Banos, Newman, Patterson, Turlock and liodesto, returning via Vernalis
Junction, Patterson, Los Banos, Wheel Inn and other points, providing
what some witnesses referred to as a shuttle service between such of
those points as are on U. S. Highway 99, on the one hand, and on the
other hand, points on the "West Side" of San Joagquin Valley. Outbound
veyond Paﬁterson the route forms a large one-way terminal loop through
Turloc“, vodesto and Vernalis Junction. The.driver lays over about
vhree houra and fifty-two minutes at Modesto. The four local schedules
waich applicant desires to discontinue are operated in the following

manner:

P.M.)
11:%0 A.M. Iv. Mereed 9:30)S¢chedule
— 21 Nido -===)No. 3243
12:19 P‘M. " VYheel Inn :52) :
12:3% ™ 1" prr, Los Banos &:35)

12:55 " " Ly, Los Banos - 8225)
1:37 non " Nownan 7:37)Schedule
1:56 " 1 Pakterson 7:28)No. 3236
mee T M0 YVernalls Jet. 7:05)

2:20 " " Turlock o)
2:43 " " Arr, Modesto 6:35)

Scheduie
No. 3247

Schedule
No. 3251

NNV NN

The zervice as indicated in the foregoing table operates
between Merced and Wheel Inn via EL Nido over applicant's Route
No. 12.13. Applicant desires to continue use of this route only as
an "alternate route"(l) for occasional through service with full

loads, without providing local service theréover.

(1) ‘ )
"Alternate route"” as used herein means an "alterpate route’ as
defined In Appendix A of Deciszion No. 47907, Appiication No.31883.
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The operation between Wheel Inn, Los Banos, Newman,
Patterson and Vernalis Junction is over applicent's Routes Nos. 12.11
and 12.10. Over these routes northdound and southbound mein line
Schedules Nos. 136 and 137 would contiﬁue to operate and provide a
local as well as a through service for the West Side communities
involved. Schedule No. 136 leaves San Francisco at 5:45 AM. and
No. 137 arrives ot San Francisco at 1:25 P. M. These schedules conQ
nect‘with(ggplicant's main line’schedules bver_U,;S. Highway 99
at Fresno. ' ‘

Applicanz proposéS‘to‘abandon its lokal service and its
Route No. 12.1% between Patterson and Turlock. Between Turlock and
Modesto anplicant will continue to maintain reiatively frequent north~-
bound and southbound main line schedules servﬂng those points as well
as Merced. | - ) |

Between Modesto and Vernalis Junction applicant proposes
to discontinue the local service involved. ZHowever, over this route,
(No. 12.09) through express service is operated between San Francisco
and Los Angeles via Tracy'and U. S. Highway 99. It does not prdyide

local service between Vernalis Junction and Modesto. This situation

will be further discussed hereinafter.

Exhibits 2 and 24 indicate the number of passengers served
between Merced and Modesto during January 27 to 31, 1956, inciusive,
and June 24, 25, 26, 29 and 30, 1956, to have been 2s follows:

Period Passengers - Avg. rassengers Avg. . Eriv Avg.

Jan.1956 36 762 52 10.% : 8;8f
Jame v 67 13.4 81 16.2 .8

(2)- | |
Applicant plans to divert a sectlion of late afternoon southbound
San Francisco Schedule (No. 100) from its present Route 12.09
and U, S. Highway 99 through Vernalis Junction, Modesto and
Merced to the West Side route through Vernalis Junction, Patterson,
Gustine, Los Banos and Wheel Inn, (See Exhidit 44)., This will
be dliscussed more fully hereinafter.

-3
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0f the 236 passengers served during those periods the
exhzbits indicate that about 100 would continue to have service on
the West Side between the ooints they had travelled. Many of tae
other passengers would have available a roundabout connecting sorvice
via Tracy or Fresno. Further consideration of additional service
between West Side points and points on U. S, Highway 99 is given
hereinafter.

Applicantts traffic manager testified in regard to the

| over-all financial results of operations of tae schedules proposed

to be discontinued. The combined results from tke four_sghedules Tor
the last six months of 1955 and the first six months of 1956-are

as follows:

Revenue

Months Passén— Passengers Express Total  Bus Revenue
gers Miles Per Bus Mile
Qgrried_ :

From
Exhibit
No, %:
1955

July

Avgust

September
October

November

December

Totals

From

BExhibit

gb.éBA:

January 512 B . : h ,922
February L5y 4 280
March o4l .
April %98 4 4708
. May 662 L 49%
June 915 6# n,zoa

Totals 3,583  $2,603.00 $2,64+5.00 27,820
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The witness said that the $17 indicated revenue froﬁ eXpress
under the 1955 operation is somewhat understated as the exact revenue
figures were not available wihen the calculations were set up. (Tr.20)
He expressed the opinion that the rapid decline in traffic and rovenue
is the result of a material increase in the use of private automobiles
as there has‘been no change in the serviee applicant operatés between
the points under consideration.

Exhibit 3 (attached to. the application)'éhows the finan-
clal results for the last six months of 1955 of the service involved.
The exhibit indicates that anplicant operated over 27,600 miles and
received total revenues of 43,762 which averaged $0.135% per ﬁiie
of operation. The total out-of-pocket expenses Including the drivers!
wages and total deprecfation on the vehicle used,. but excluding a
pro-rated advertising item, amounted to 67,690.92:or an average of
$0.2778 per mile of operation. This resulted in a total net loss of
$3,928.91 for the period, which amounted to $0.1419 per bus mile
of operation. | |

A representative of the Dos Palos Chamber of Commerce
opposed applicant’s plan. EHe testiffed thet Dos Palos would be de-
prived of 1ts only direct service to and from Merced, the county seat.
He Indicated, however, that most shipﬁents of property are now re-
ceived from Fresno, instead of Nerced, and that taree daily round-
tr;p schedules are availabdle for this service. He offered nothing
with respect to a.cohtinued nublic aeed for passenger sefvice-between
Dos Palos znd Merced.

An automotive parts dealer at Merced_expressed a need for
service for the tramsportation of auto parts from Merced to Los
Banos and vos Palos. The record shows that nost of‘fhose shipments
have been moving between those polints via Fresne which service will

continue to be availadble. Many of the shipments are delivered to

~5-
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the West Side customers of the witness and other dealers by their |

own salesmen.

A merchant at EZ1 Nido objected to applicant’s plan but
did not show thet he had ever made use of the present service. An
employee of the Z1 Nido Irrigétion District stated she resides at
Merced and is employed.by said Distriet Mondays through.Fridays.
Although she has used applicant's service it is not satisfactory be-
cause of the schedule arrangement and lack of service on weanSdays
and Thursdays.

Counsel for the City of Patterson and the Chambers of
Commerce of Patterson, Newman and'Gustine protested applicant?s pro-
posal particularly with respect to the plan to discdntinue'service
between the West Side points and the points of Modesto and Metdé@.
Said couwnsel offered to withdraw this protest pro#ided applicaﬁ£ 
would establish a passenger service which, in combination with'
applicant'é present through northbound service (Schedule No. 137),
would enable West Side residents to go teo San Francisco5'transa¢t
thelr business and return the same day, all’duringfréasonable-hours.
As noted in the margin, supra, applicant has offered to divert one
section of its southbound Schedule No. 100 to the West Side to meet:
protestant’s offer, and has filed 1ts Application No. 3833% request-
ing a certificate bvetween Wheel Inn and Califa to enadble it to route
sald section of Schedule No. 100 back to its route over U. S. Highway
99 at'CalifaEB) The other section of Schedule ﬁb. 100 as well as
other schedules, all of whieh are cxpreas pchedules, would continue
operztions over Route No. 12.09 (aa noted above) between Tracy and

Meodesto via Vernalis Junction thence on their final destinmations

(3) ‘ ,
A decision is being rendered in said Application No. 3833% con-

currently with the decision in.this proceeding. Schedule No,l00
leaves San Francisco daily at 6:15 p.m. and tais section would
arrive at Los Banos at 9:33 p.z.

.
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over U. S; Highway 99; Nome of these schedules are flagged to serve
1ocally along Route 12.09 from Vérna’is Tunetion to Modesto; The
evidence shows and we heredby £ind that public convenience and
necesvity would be subserved 11 apbrOpriate schedules over ‘that route

would be so flagged and provision herefor will be set out in the
order following.

After full consideration of all the evidencé of record
herein we find that public convenience and necessity no longer roquire
the operation of Schedules 3247, 3251, 3236 and 3248, Applicant will
be authorized to discontinue service thereunder after appropriate
public notice and compliance wi?p the terms of EEQ;PTGQT fblloWiﬁg. —

An-application therefor having been filed, a puﬁlicfheafing

having been held thereon ang based upon the conclusions and findings

sot forth hereinabove,
IT IS ORDERED:

(1) That Pacific Greyhound Lines is hereby authorized to dis-
continue passenger stage service between Merced and jiodesto and
intermediate points via Los Bamos, Patterson and Vernalis Junction
as conducted pursuant to its operating schedules numbered 32#7, 3251,
3236 and 3248 and to cancel publiqhed timetables and tariffs cover-
ing such operation, L —

(2) That the awthority granted in paragraph (1) hercdf shall
be accomplished and made effoctive concurrently with establishing
passenger stage servide pursuant to the Commission’s decision of the
date hercof in the matter of Pacific Greyhound Lines' Application
No. 3833%, but not on less than ten days' notice to the Commission
and to the public and posting of such notice for 10 consecutive days

next prior thereto in all stations affected and in all equipment




A-37816 G

used in conducting the service to be abandoned and {urnishing of

proof of such posting to the Commission within five days thereof.

(3) That Pacific Greyhound Lines concurrently with the exercise
of the authority set forth in ordering paragraph (1) of this order
shall ;naugurate an adequate on-and-off local passenger service on
Through schedules operating over its Route No. 12.09 between Tracy
and Modesto, such service to be satisfactory tq the Commission.

4+) That the operative right between Patterson and Tuwrlock via
Route No. 12.1% set forth 2t Origimal Page 33 of Appendix A of |
Deeision No. 47907, Application No. 31883 is hereby revoked.

(5) That the certificate of public'conéenience.and necessity
anthorizing service between Wheel Inn and Merced as set forth and
described in Route No, 12.13 appearing at Original Page 33 of Appen-
dix 4 of Decision No., %7907, Application No. 31883 is hereby amended
to read as set forth in First Revised Page 33 attached hereto ac '
Appendix A ané made a part hercof.

(6) That within sixty days after the effective date hereof,
and on not less than ten days!’ nétice to the Commission and to the
public, applicant shall establish the service herein authorized and
file in triplicate, and concurrently make effective appropriate
tariffs and timetables satisfactory to the Commission.
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(7) That Appendix A of Decision No. %7907, Applicatidn
No. 31383 is hereby amended by incorporating therein First Revised
Page 23. |
The effective date of this order shall be. twenty days after
the dete hereof. |
S . : 5 <
Dated at, - San Francineo y California, this__~2 _

day of %A /L—c/{/

 Commissioners
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APPENDIX A PACIFIC CREYHOUND LINES First Revised Page 33
Cancels
Original Page 33

Between West Freeway Juneticn (Livermore) and Eést-Freeway
Junction (Live:more):

12,07

From'west Freeway Junction, over U. S. Highway 50 to East
Freeway Junction, to be operated as an alternate route.

12.08 Between Livermore and San Jose:

From Livermore, over unmmbered highway via Pleasanton
to Sunol Junction, thence over California Eighway 21 to
garmJSprings, thence over California Highway 17 %o

an Jose. , '

12.09 - Between Tracy and Modesto:
From Tracy, over U. S. Highway 50 to junction Califorzia
A Highway 33 (Westside Junction), thence over California
! Highway 33 to Junction California Highway 132 (Vernalis
. Junetion), thonce over California Highway 132 to lModesto.

12.10 - Between Vernalis Junetion and Los Banos:

t

From Vernalis Junction, over California Eighway 33 to .
Junetion unnumbered highway (Volta Junction), thence -
over unnumbered highway to junction California Highway
152 (Los Banos). ' ;

12.11 -~ Zetween Gilroy and Fresno:

From Gilroy, over California Highway 152 to junction

- California ﬁighway 33.(Wheel Inn), thence over California
Highway 33 to Jjunction California Highway 180 (lendota),
thence over California Eighway 180 to Fresno.

12.12 Between Kerman and Kerman Junction:

Frem Xerman, over unnumbered highway to junction California
Highway 180 (Kerman Junetion). :

*12.13

. From junction California Highway 152 and Californiz Highway
| 33 (Wheel Ian), over California Highway 152 to junetion un-
mmbered highway (E1 NMido Junction), thence over unnumbered
highway via El Nido to Merced, to be operated as an alter-
nate route.

Between Wheel Inn and Merced:

#12,14+ - Canceled by decision noted in the margin.
Issued by Public Utilitiessgggﬁii?ion of the State of Califoernia
*Changed by Decision No. =

Correction No. 166.

s Application No. 37816»




