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546·12 Dec1s10n ~ro. ____ _ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTIZ-ITIES COr~ISSIm; 0::::' TI~ STAT::; or CA:" .. r'C::FIA. 

Application of PACIFIC G.REYHO~ID tINES 
for authority to cancel certain of its 
passenger stage schedules between Los 
Banos, on the one hand, and 'i!odesto and 
Merced, on --the other hand;. to· a 'bandon 
its authorized route between Patterson 
and Turlock; and to convert its regular 
route between Wheel Inn and Merced to 
an ~lternate route. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) App11c2t1on No. 37816 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------------------) 
Douglas Brookman for a~'11cant; . 
1tJilliam Logan,. City Attorney, for the City of 

Patterson; Logan and Densmore 'by v!111'6am logan 
for the Chambers of Commerce of Patterson, 
Newman and Gustine, protestDnts; WilJ{nm B. 
Trendwell, County Counsel tor the Boar~ o! 
Supervisors, County of Merced, protestant; 
John H. Sorenson for Dos Palos District Chamber 
of Commerce, protestant; D~n 'Halpin. for !·iereed 
County Chamoer of Comcerce end ~ern Baec1ar1n1 
for automotive ,arts merchants of Merced, 
protestants. 

OPINION -.....-- ................ 

In this proceeding P~c1fic Greyhound L1ne~ requests author

ity to discontinue a local round-tr1p passenger stage service having 

its origin and destination ::It l-ierced. A public hearing thereon Was 

held before Exmn1ner Leo C. Paul at Merced on August 15', 1956, 3nCL 

the matter was submitted. 

The evidence shows t~~t the service proposed to be dis

continued is 0 ~o-called singlo unit oporct1on notWithstanding t~~t 

tour seporate schedule numbers are assigned to it for asserted sta

tist1cal i'\.uoposes. That is '~o say that one driver ,an'~ one bus are 

assigned to the oper~tion involved and are not used in 3DY other 

service. (Tr. 9) 
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The driver "s work period is spread over nine hours and fifty 

minutes during which he drives about 21:4 miles in about ,£ive and ono

hal! hours, according to the record:_ (1'r-9' and 10).. The'service is 

operated five days a week With no service on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Leaving i·!crced at 11:40 a~m. andretu:-ning there a.t 9:30 p.m. the 

driver ,·Till have followed a zigzag CO'l:rse through W'hoel Inn, Los 

Banos, Newman, Patterson, Turlock and !·iodesto, returning via Vernalis 

Junction, Patterson, Los Banos, ~~eel Inn and other pOints, providing' 

what some witnesses referred to as a shuttlo service between such 0'£ 

those pOints as are on U. S. E:1ghway 99-, on the one hand, and on the 

other hand, point:: on the ''West Side" of San Joaquin Valley. Outbound 

beyond Patterson the route forms a large one-way terminal loop through 

Turlock, ~odesto and Vernalis Ju.~ction. The driver lays over about 

three hours and fifty-two minutes at Modesto. The four local schedules 

which applicant deSires to discontinue are operated in the following 

manner: 

Schedule 
No. 32l.r7 

Schedule 
No. 3251 

( 
( 11 :l.t-O A.M. Lv. 
( 

~---
( 12:19 P.N. II 

( 12:34 rr " krr. 

( 12:55 If II Lv. 
( 1:37 " II II 

( 1:56 rr rr " ( It t1 " ( 2:20 " IT It 

( 2 :l.t-3 " " A:rr. 

P.M.) 
Merced Arr. 9:30)S~hedu1e 
E1 Nido ----)No. 3248 
~lheol Inn tv. 8:;2) 
Los Banos II 8:35') 

Los Banos /)J:.r .• -- 8 :25) ~-
Newman - Lv. 7:37)Schedule 
Patterson " 7:28)No. 3236 
VernaliS Jet. tr 7:05) 
Turlock ..... _-) 
Modesto rr 6:35') 

The zervice as indicated in the foregoing table operates 

between Merced and Wheel Inn viD E1 Nido over applicant's Route 

No. 12.13. Applieant desires to continue use of this route only ~s 
(1) 

an "alternate route" for occaSional thro1.1gh service with ;Cull 

loads, without provi~ing local service thereover. 

(l) 
"A1ternate route rr as used herein means an "alternate route" 3S 
dofined in Appendix A or Deei:::io::l No. 47907, Application No.31883. 
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The operation between Wheel Inn, Los Banos" ~re\lJ2nan, 

Patterso!l and Vernalis Junction'is over applicantfs Routes Nos. 12 .. 11 

and 12.10. Over these routes northbound ~nd southbound main line 

Schedules Nos. 136 and 137 would continue to operate and provide a 

local as well as a through service for the West Side ~~ties 

involved. Schedule No. 136 le~ves San FranciSCO at ,:~5 A.M. and 

No. l37 arrives at San rranc~sco at 1:2, P. M. These scbedules con

nect .With (~)P11ca~t '5 main 11lle schedules over '0'''.: S. Highway 99 
at Fresno. . 

Applicant proposes to abandon its lo~al service and its 

Route No. l2.1~ bet'rleen Patterson and Turlock. Between T'w:'lock and 
, . 

Modesto Cl,p11cant "11."111 continue to ma1llta1n re''-atively frequent north-
I ' 

bound and southbound main li~e schedules serv~ng those pOints as well 

as Merced. 

Between Modesto and Verna11s Junct10n app11c~nt proposes 

to discontinue the local ser.vice involved. However, over this route, 

(No. 12.09) through express service is operated between San :i."r2ncisco 
, 

and Los Angeles via Tracy and U. S. Highway 99. It does not provide 

local service between Vernalis Junction and Modesto. This situation 

Will be ft~thcr discussed hereinafter. 

Exhibits 2 and 2A indicate the nw~ber ot passengers served 

between 11.orced and Nodesto during January 27 to 3l, 19,6, inclUSive, 

and June 24, 25, 26, 29 and 30,1956, to h~ve been ~s follows: 

Outbound Dly. Inbound Dly. Dly. Round-
Period P?ssengers . Avg. E.assengers Avg. trip Avg __ 

Jan. 195"6 36 

67 

7.2 

l3.'+ 

52 
8l 

lO.~ 

16.2 

. S.S· 

14.8, 

~2) 
Ap?licant plans to divert a section of late afternoon southbound 
San FrDnc1seo Schedule (No. 100) from its present Route 12.09 
and U. S. Highway 99 through Vernalis Junction, Modesto and 
Merced to the West Side route through Vernalis Junetio~? Patterso~ 
Gustino, Los Banos and Wheel Inn. (See Exhibit ~A)" T~s Will 
be discussed more fully bereinaiter. '. 
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Of the 236 passengers served ~uring those periods, the 

exhibits indic~te thnt about 100 would continue to have service on 

the West Side between the pOints they had travelled. Many or tbe 

other passengers would have available a roundabout connecting service 

via Tracy or. F:resno. Further consideration of additional service 

between West Side pOints and pOints on U. S. Highway 99 is given 

hereinaf'ter. 

App11cant t s traffic manager testified in regard to the 

over-all financial results of operations of the schedules proposed 

to be discontinued. The combined results from tte tour ,schedules for 

the last six monthS of 19" and the first six months of 19$6· are 

as follows: 

Revenye 

Honths Passen- Passens:er~ E(£12ress Tot:21 Bus Revenue 
gers :r:'i11~s Per Bus Mile 
Carried 

From 
Exhibit 
No.4: 
19..22 

917 $71,.00 $ 3.00 $7l8.OO ~922 $ ~146 July 
August 883 673.00 3.00 676.00 l+' 708 .1lfJ+ 
~ptem'ber 92:7 657.00 3.00 660.00' '+'494 .1);.7 
October 969 674.00' 3.00 677.00 ,+'922 .138 
November 868 618.00 3.00 621.00 ~'l,.94 .138 
December ,36 408.99 2.90 410.90 4:138 .999 

Totals ,,100 $3, 7l.r5. 00 $17.00 $3,762.00 27,~78 $0.136 

From 
Exhibit 
No. 3A: 
122§. ,12 ~~ 379.00 e 6.00 $ 38,.00 1+,922 $0.078 January 

February 45', 321.00 5'.00 326.00 4,280 .076 
Y~rch 52+1 390.00 6.00 396.00 4,708. .084 
April 498 377.00 6.00 383.00 l.f.,708 .081 
May 662 l+93.00 9.00 ,02.00 lr,l.r9l.j. .112 
June 915' 643.00 10.00 653.00 4,708 .132 

Totals 3,5'83 ~:;2,603.00 $ 42.00 ~645.00 27,820 $0.09$. 
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The witness said that the $17 1n.dicated revenue f'r06 express 

under tL'le 19" operation is somewhat understated 3S the exact revenue 

figures were not available when the calculations were set up_ (Tr.20) 

He expressed the opinion that the rapid decline 10 traff'ic and rovenue 

1s the result of a material increase in the use of private automobiles 

as there has been no change in the service applicant operates between 

the pOints under consideration. 

Exhibit 3 (attached to. the ap,lication)' shows the finan

cial results· for the last six months of 195'5' of the service involved. 

The exhibit indicates that applicant operated over 27,600 miles and 

received total revenues of $3,762 which averaged $0.13,9 per ~11e 

of operation. The total out-of-pocket expenses including the drivers' 

wages and total depreciation on the vehicle used,. but excl~ding a 

pro-rated advertising item, amounted to $7,690.92 or an average of 

$0.2778 per mile of operation. This resulted 1n a total net loss of 

$3,928.91 for the period, which amounted to ~0.14l9 per bus mile 

of operation. 

A. representative of the Dos Palos Chamber of Commerce 

opposed applicant's plan. He testified th~t Dos Palos would be de

prived of its only direct service to and from Mer;zed, the county seat. 

He indicated, however, that most shipments of property are now re

ceived from Fresno, instead of Nerced, and that three daily round

trip schedules are available for this service. He offered nothing 

with respect to a,cohtinued public ~eed for passenger service between 

Dos Palos and Hercecl. 

A:a. automotive parts dealer at I,:Ierced expressed a need tor 

service for the transportation of auto parts from Merced to Los 

Banos and Dos Palos. The record shows that most o~' ~hose Shipments 

have been moVing 'between those points' Via Fresno which sorvice will 

continue ~o be available. !fany of the sh1~mcnts are delivered to 
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the West Side customers or the 'Witness and other dealers by their 

O'Wn sa lesmen. 

A merchant at El N1do objected to applicantfs plan but 

did not sho,., that he had ever made use of the present service. .An 

employee of the El Nido Irrigation District stated she resides at 

Merced and is employed by said District Mondays through.Fridays. 

Although she has used applicantfs service it is not satis~actory be

cause or the schedule arrangement and lack of service on Wednosd~ys 

and Thursdays. 

COUllSel for the City of Patterson and the Chambers of 

Commerce of Patterson, Newman and Gustine protested app11eant t s pro

posal particularly with respect to the plan to discont1nue service 

between the West Side points and the pOints of Modesto and Mercee. 
" 

Said counsel o~rered to Withdraw this protest provided applicant 

would establish a passenger service which, in combination With" 

applicant's present through northbound service (Schedule No. 137), 

would enable West Side residents to go to San FranciSCO, trans~ct 

their business and return the same day" all during reasonable h.ours. 

AS noted in the margin, supra, applicant has offered to divert one 

section of its southbound Schedule No. 100 to tbe West Side to meet· 

protestant's ofter, and has filed i.ts Applic~t1on No. 38334 request

ing a certificate between Wheel Inn and Culita to enable it to route 

said section of Schedule No. 100 back to its route over U. S. Highway 
. (3) 

99 at Oolifa. The other section of Schedule No. 100 as well as 

other schedules, all of which arc express schedul~s, w~uld continue 

operations over Route No. 12.09 (as noted above) 'be~,een Tracy. and 

Modesto via Vernalis Junction thence on their final destinations 

A deciSion is being rendered in said Application No. 38334 con
curren.tly 'With the decision in this proceeding. Schedule No.1OO 
leaves San Francisco daily at 6:1, PJm. and this section would 
arrive at Los Banos at 9:33 p.m. 
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ove; U; S; Highway 99.; None of these seheduies are nagged to serve 
locally along Route 12.09 frQm Vernalis jUnctiQn to Modesto; The 

evidence shows and we hereby find 'ehat ~ub11e convenience and 

necessity would be subserved if ap~ropr1ate schedules over that route 

would be so flagged and provision ~herefo: will bC set out in' the 
order folloWing. 

i 

Arter 1'ull consideration 01' all the evidence of record 

herein we 1'ind th~t public convenience and necessity no ionger reqU1re 
the operati~n Q! Schedules 3247, 32$1, 3236 and 32~~ Applicant will 

be authoriz~d to discontinue service thereunder after appropriate 
public n.otice and compliance with the terms ot the 'ordor folloWing. 

" -. 
ORDER ......... -.. --

An-application therefor having been filed, a public. hearing 

having been held thereon and based upon the conclusions and t1ne1ngs 

~ct forth horeinabove, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That PaCific Greyhound Lines is hereby authorized to dis

continue passenger stage service between Nerced ,and iiodesto and 

1ntermedi~te pOints Via Los Banos; Patterson and Ver~lis Junction 

as conducted pursuant to its operating sehec1.t2les numbered 32'+7, 325'l, 

3236 and 32~8 and to cancel published t~etables and tariffs cover-

1ng such operation. __ ~_ ~ ---
(2) That the autb:ority gl-anted in paragraph (1) hereof shall 

"'1;:J r .• ..... .r. "I' ~ .• , 1 -. _," , ..... 4 f' •• '., ._ 

be accomplished and made c1'fective concurrently ~dth establishing 

passenger stage service pursUant to the cOmmission rs decision of the 

date hereof in the matter ot PaCific Greyhound L1nes' App11e~t1on 

No. 3833~, but not on les.,; t'han ten days f notice' to the Commission 

and to the public and posting of such notice for 10 consecutive days 

next prior thereto in all stations arrected a~d in all equipment 
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used in conducting the service to be aban~oned and Xurnish1ng of 

proof of such posting to the Commission "I,1thin five days thereof. 

(3) That Paci!1c Greyho'Wld tines concu.."'Ten tly ",lith the exercise 

of the authority set torth in ordering paragraph <,1) of this order 

shall 1llaugurate an adequate on-and-off 10C31 passenger service on 

through schedules operating over its Route i-To. 12.09 Oet~leell Tracy 

and ~Iodesto, such service to be satisfactory to the COm!llission. 

(4) That the operative right between Patterson and Turlock Via 

Route No. l2.1~ set forth at Original Page 33 of Appendix A of 

Decision No. 47907, Application No. 31883 is hereby revoked. 
I 

(,) That the certificate of publiC convenience .and ~ecessity 

authorizing service between \'fAeel Inn and ~,ierce<i as set forth. and 

described in Route No. 12.13 appearing at Original Page 33 of Appen

dix A o,r DeciSion 1'To. l.j.7907, Application No. 31883 is hereby amended 

to read as set forth 1n First Revised Page 33 attached hereto a~ 

Appendix A and rruade a part'hereof. 

(6) That within sixty days after the effective date hereof, 

and on not less than ten-days' ~otice to the Commission and to the 

public, applicant shall establish the service herein authorized and 

file in triplicate, and concurrently ~ake effective appropriate 

tariffs and timetables satisfactory to the Commission. 
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(7) That Appendix A of Deeision No. ~?907, Applieation 

No. 31383 is hereby amended by 1ncor~orating therein First Revised 

Page ,3:3. 

The effective date of this order shall be. twenty days after 
.. 

the date hereof. 

Dated at .. S:tn Fl-:tn~9 

day ot,_....,;.:~~...;.;~;.o...;;;.;;..:;;.~--=;",;;;;;;;...;:;.;;:·,~ __ 

~~ , California, this v ~ 



APPENDIX A PACIFIC GREYHOUND LI~$S First Revisc~ P~ge 33 
Cancels 
Original Page 33 

" 

12.07 - Between West Freeway Junction (Livermore) and East Freeway 
Junction (Livermore): 

From West Freeway Junction, over U. S. Highway ,0 to E~st 
Freeway Junction, to be operated as an alternate route. 

12.08 - Between Livermore and San Jose: 

Fr~ Livermore, over unnucbered highway via Pleasanton 
to Sunol Junction, thence over california Highway 21 to 
vlarm Springs, thence over California Highway 17 to 
San Jose. . 

12.09 - Between Tracy and Modesto: 

From Tracy, over U. S. Highway ,0 to junction Calitor=1a 
H1ghway 33 (Westside Junction), thence over California 
Highway 33 to junction California Highway 132 (Vernalis 
Junction), thonce over California H1ghw~y 132 to~Iodosto. 

12.10 - Between Vernalis Junetion and Los Banos: 

From Vernalis Junction, over California Highway 33 to ", 
junction unn1.lmbered h15hway (Volta Junction) thence ': 
over unnumbered high"'ay to junction Califor{Ja H1gb."'ay: 
1,2 (Los,Banos).: 

12.11 - Setween Gilroy and Fresno: 

From Gilroy over ca·li!ornia Hish"ll1ay 152 to junction 
California Highway 33 j-VJheel Inn), thence over California 
Highway 33 to' junction/California Highway 180 (Nendota), 
thence over California Highway 180 to Fresno. 

12.12 - Ec~1ecn. Kerman and Kerman Junction: 

I-'Irom Kerman, over u.nnum'bered highw'llY to junction ~ 1ifornia 
Hiehway 180 (Kerman Junction). 

*12.13 - Between Wheel Inn and Herced: 

From junction California Highway 152 and California Highway 
33 (Whool .Inn) , over Calirorni~ Highway 1,2 to junction un
numbered highway (El N1do Junction), thence over unnumbered 
highway via El Nido to Merced, to be operated as an alter
nnte route. 

' iC12.ll+ - Canceled by deciSion noted in the margin. 
Issued by Public Utilit1es·~.QQlllj.$$1011 or the State of California 

"'Changed by DeciSion No'. ~t>.:LG , Application No. 37816 
Correction No. 166. . 


