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BEFORS THE #UBLIC UTILITIZS COILIISSION OF THE STATE OF CoLIFORNIA

Declsion No.

MARY T. ZAWGARE,

Complainant,
vs. Case No. 5810

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELUGHALE
COMPAYY, o corporation,

Defendant.
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Mary T. Zangare, in »ropria Persona.

Lawler, Felix and Hall, by John M. Sink
for defendant.

Euzene J. Didak for the Police Department of the
City or Los Angeles, intervoner.

The complaint of iary T. Zangare filed with this Commission
on August 21, 1956, alleges that hcr telephone wes romoved through no’
fault of hers or her husband; that she loaned it %o a rarty wpile she
was at worl for one and one-half days; that plain-clothes men brolke
i and removed the telephone without her knowledge of horse Playing;
and that she and her husband neod tho telephone. Sho roguests that
the telephone be restored.

On September 5, 1956, the tolephone company filed an
answor in which it states, inter alia, that orn or about July 25, 1956,
the Police Departmont of Los Angeles disconnected and confiscated tho

telephone instrumont used in fwrnishing telephone service by cofondan®

to complainant under number PL¥mouth L-6230 at 10208 South Vermont
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Avenue, Los Angeles; that on or about July 30, 1956, it had
reasonable cause to bellieve that the use mzde or to‘bc mﬁde ol said
telephone service was prohibited by law and thet said service ves
boling or was to bo used as an insﬁrumentality, directly or indirectly
to violate or to ald and abet violation of the law; and thet &ofondant,
having reasonable cause, disconnected said service pursuant to the
order of this Comsission (Decisfon No. L1L15, dated April 6, 1948, in
Case Wo. 4930, L7 Cal. 2.U.C. 853).

A publiec hoaring on the complaint was held in Los Angelos
before'Examiner Kent C. Rogers on Qctober 15, 1956, and, the
comblainant fdiling to aprear, the complaint wes dismissed (Decision
No. 5&039,‘datod November 5, 1956, 4in Case No. 5310). At the request
of comdlainent the Comnission entored an "Order Setting Aside And
Vacating Order Of Dfcmissal And Setting Case For Further Hearing"
(Decision No. 84565, dated Pébruary 25, 1957, in Cace YNo. 5810). on
March 11, 1957, a public hearing on the complaint was held in
Los Angeles vefore Examiner Xent C. Rogers, evidence was presented by
all parbies, inciﬁding the complainant,and the matier was sudbmitted.

It is ready for dodﬁsion.

. The complainant testified that for several years she .and
her husband Basil Zangare have resided at 10208 South Vermont Avenue,
Los Angeles; that prior to July 25, 1956, they had an unli#ted
telephone in their premiszes; that on and »rior Lo that date she worked
at the Los Angeles Iﬁternational Alrport from L p.m. to midnisht, and
hoer husband worked fronm & a;m. to 4 p.m. but was on eall 2l héurs a
day; that the day before the telephone was removed a woman came to the

house and aslicd 4f she could male 2. few telephone calls and the

comﬁiainant permitied her to do so; that the noext day, July 25, 1956,ﬁ3
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woman returned and asked to Dake some tolephone calls and that she

Pormitted her to make them; that she had to leave for work and told
the woman that she would leave the door unlocked so the woman could
Tecelve tho answer to a eall che had placed; that lator she receiveod

& call at work from her husbang advising hor thst when he returmod

home the window Was broken and the telephone reuoved; that neither

she nor her husbangd used or would allow the telephone to be used for‘

illegal Lurposes; thatvshe and her husband need 2 telephone in their
occupations; and that she has had no teledhone service since its

removal on July 25, 1956. on cross-exenination complainént testilied

That the first time she ever saw the woman who mzde the telephono calls
vas one day »rior to the removal of her telophone; that the woman saild

she was attempting to rent a house near complainant's and asked 1f she

-

could male a phone call; that she heard the wéman telephoning, dut wag

in another room and could not hear the conversation; that the next day,

the day the telephone was removed, the came woman came to her house in

the morning and asked and ves given pormission to use the phone; that

complainant had to leave for worit about 1 s.m. ang she left the back

door open for the woman's convenience and that she hes never seen the

woman cince the day the tolephonelwas removed.,

4 Los Angeles nolico offlcer attached to the Vice Detail

tostified that the day before the 25¢h of July, 1956, he received

information that bookmaking activities werc boing carried on at

complainant's residonce; that at 2 p.m. on July 25, 1955, he and two
othoer officers went to the vieinity orf complainant'S'home; that he
called complainant’s-tolephonetnumbor, PLYmouth .-

answered and he gave

6230, a female voico
the party a horse race bet which the Party said

she had; that he and the others wont to complainant‘s‘residence; that
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through the glass door they saw a woman run frdm the front roon;
that they entered the house and fouwnd a Lucille Wators at the kitchen
stove attempting to burn Qapers; that he recoverod about Lo Bctting
markers on horse races belng run that day at various t*ac/ that
there was a desk In the living room with a serateh sheet for that day
anc the telephone on it; that a police matron was called to answer the
phone and she received several calls from bartieg desiring to place
bets on horses running at Hollywood RPark; that Lucille Watoers safd she
lived in the 3200 block on west 108th Stroot in xng;ewood,‘ she had
been 2slted to be a "phone clerk" and £old to 50 to complainant's
address and the door.would'be opezn; apd that tﬁe-bcts shown by the
betting markers were for bets she received that day. The officer
further said that the anonymous tipsﬁer s:ated that the operation had
boon running adout threo days; that the telephone was removed and
Zueille ‘aters placed under arrest; and the complaint against her was
subsequently dlsmissed by the court.

| Exhidit No. 1 iz a copy of a letter fron the Chief of Pol;ce
of the City of Los A Angeles to tho televhono combany reque ting that
the conplainant's tolephone ’acil;tie« be disconnected. A tclephone
company employee tostificd that the lotter was roceived on

July 30, 1956, and a central office Alzconiection was subsequentlﬁ

effected. The complainant's service has not been reconnectod. The

position of the telephone company was that it had acted with reasonable
cause, as that term is used in Decision No. L1L1S, meferrod to supra,
in disconnecting the telephone service inasmgch as it had received the
letter designated as Zxhibit No. 1.

{ter consideration of the record we now find that the
telephone company's action was based upon reaﬂonablo cause as that

torm L5 used in Decisfon No. LUL1S, referred to supra. %o further

-




find that the complainant's tolephone was used as an Instrumentality

to violate the law In that 4t was used for boolmalking purposes in
connection with horseracing, and that complainant cithor know that it
was 50 usod or was 90 nogligont in tho mannor in which sho pornittod 1t

to bo u30d that its uso for 11logal purposos rosultod.

The complaint of Mary T. Zangare against The Peocific
Telephone and Telegraph Company having beon filed, a public hoaring
having been hold thereon, the Commission beling fully advised in the
premises and basing its decision upen the evidonce of record,

IT Is ORWIXED that complainant!s request for restoration
of telephone service bYe deniod.

IT IS PURTH:R OIDERCD thot upon the oxpiration of thirty
days alter the effective date of this order the complainant herein may
file an annlication for tele?hone sexrvice and if such £iling %s made,
‘The Pacific Telephone and Telegranh Company shell install telephone
service at complainant's residence a2t 10208 S&ﬁth Vermont Aveaue,

Loz Angeles, California, such installation bqing'subject to all duly
authorized rulds and regulationé of the tolephone company and €o the

exlsting adnlicable law.
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The effective date of this order shall be twonty days alter
the date hereof. |

ODated at San Fracisco , California,
this _g//ru?/ day of APRIL > 1957.
/

President

- ; Commissioners




