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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF T'rlE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of DOUGLASS WAREHOUSE CO. ) 
for a certificate or public convenience 
and necessity to operate a public ware
house in the City of Oakland, County 
of Alameda, State of california; tor 
an emergency permit to operate such 
public warehouse pending determination 
of this applicat1on; and tor a permit 
to issue and ze11 its shares of 

Application No. 38755 

cap1tal stock. 

Haskell Titchel1, tor applicant. 
Vaug.~an, Paul a.."'ld Lyons by ~egina1d VauAAan 1 

John G. Lyons and Varnum au.L, l'or Haslett 
warehouse Company, Eekin~ Warehousing Corp., 
Dreisbach Cold Storage Co., National Ice 
and Cold Storage Company of California, 
Union Ice and Storage Company, Roward 
Terminal, Merchants Express Corporation, 
Warehousemen's Associat!on or the Port of 
Sa"'l Francisco and Pacit!c States Cold 
Storage Warehousemen's Association, 
protestants. 

Llgd s. Y~cDonald, tor the Port of Oakland, 
01 cnard Lind.en, ~11l11a:m Burke, for ILW, 

interested partie~. 
S1dney J. ~lebb 1 for the Commission r s statr. 

o PIN ION ---....-.---

Douglass vlarehouse Co., a corporation 1 :-equests authority 

to operate a public warehouse prov1d1ng facilities for both cold 

storage and general merchand1se warehousing. It also requests author

ity to issue 2,000 shares of its capital stock for a cash cons1der

ation of $20,000 and for temporary authority to operate as a public 

warehouseman pending final determination or the instant applicat10n. 

A public·hearing was held before Exam1ner Thomas E. Daly at 

San FranCisco and the matter was submitted on March 13, 1951, 

following oral argument. 

The proposed facilities are located at 51 Webster Street, 

in the C1ty of Oakland and consist of a three-story build1ng situatee 

in the immediate v1cinity of the Oakland ppoduce district. The· 

bu11ding was orig1nally built in 1928 and has been continuously 
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maintained as a public warehouse by Haslett Warehouse Co. (hereinafter 

sometimes referred to as Haslett) and its predecessor, the Lawrenee 

Warehouse Co. It ~resently eon~ists o~ approximately $6,000 square 

teet of usable dry :torage spac~ and app~ox1mately 40,000 square feet 

or usable cold storage space. In January or 1956, Haslett sold the 

property to the State of Cal1fo~a ~der threat of possible pa.-tial 

or total condemnation. Thereafter Haslett occupied the p~em1sesunder 

a one-year lease pending the construction of a new wareho~se loe~ted 

at 1991 De,;m!son ;St~eet tn the 'ei;ty of·,O~and., a,!,ro~telY t-"noH ·in1·les ~ 
from the Webster Street location. On February 1:; 1957, Easle·tt moved 

to the new location. The property at 51 Webster Street was sold·~y 

the State or O3.l1fo:-:113 to the Port of Orua.~d aIld now reI!laiIl$ empty. 

The 5~1~ to th~ Port or OaY~~nd was m~d0 subject to the poss1~lc eon

demnation by the State of 23.5 per cent of the usable dry storage . 
space, wbich would reduce such spaco to approx1~a~o2y 36,972 ~quare 

feet. The usable cold storage spe.ce would re::na1n the same. On 

February 5, 1957, the propert7 was leased to epplicant for the b~lance 

ot 1957 at a monthly rental of $*,000. 

Applicant prop~ses to finance t~e e,eretio~ tb:oug~ the 

issue of 2,000 shares of its capital stock haVing a par value of $10 

a zhare. Additional !1n~nci~g in the amo~t ~:. $20,000 for ~ork1ng 

capital may be p=ov1ded by way o! loans .through local b~ or the 

stockholder~. The proposed rates would be $ubstant1ally similar to 

tho~c appearing in Cal!ro~n1~ Warehouse Tar1!: B~eau Cold Storezc 

Wareho~se No. 12, Cal. ?U.C. ·No. 87 of Jack L. Dawson, Agent, and 

Cal::.rorma. vlareho-:::.se Tariff Bureat:. Cold Storage Warehouse Tariff No. 

6c, Cal. P.U.C. No. 1,3, Jack L. Dawson, Agent. 

Numerous public witnesses testified as to their business 

needs and requirements relative to the storage of eo~odities. ~hey 

rep~esent business cone~rns pr1ma.~1ly located in the East ~ay are2. 
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"Although the record demonstrates no need for a public warehou::e 

s~rv1cc tor the storage or dry goods, it does demonstrate a substan

tial need tor a public warehouse cold storage service, particularly 

during the summer fruit harvest. Protestants conceded that the exist

ing rac111t1es are inadequate to meet the tremendous demand tor cold 

storage service during the summer months, but argue that it would be 

financially imprudent to proVido sufficient facilities for the pur

pose or meeting the peak ~er demaod, only to have them remain 

empty the rest of the year. 

The State ot CaJj.!orn1a is experiencing an ever-increasing 

growth io population andiodustrial development. It is cpparent that 

as time goes on there will 'be a correspond1ng increaSE. in demand tor 

the type or cold storage service herein proposed. After consideration 

of the record, therefore, the Co~ission is or the opin1on and so 

!1n~$ th~t publie eonv~n1~neo nne noeooo1ty require thAt ~pp11eant 

transact the business of awar,ehouseman for commodities requiring 

cold storD.ge and l1mited to 40,000 square teet located a.t 5'l Webster 

Street., Oakla.nd, Cal::'.f'ornill. ;. The CommiSSion !urther tinds that the 
'.' ' 

" proposed 1~5ue o~' stock sho~d be approved, th.at th.e money, property 

or labor to be p~ocured or paid for through the 1ssu~ or the ~toc~ 

herein authorized is rea.sonably required for the purposes set forth 

horein and that such purpo~es a.re not in whole or in part reasonably 

chargeable to op~rat1ng exp~n$es or to ineom~. In 411 other r~=~ctz 

the a.pplication will 'be denied. 

Application haV1ng been filed and 'the CommiSSion being 

1nf'ormed !on the premises; 

IT IS ORDERED: 
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(1) That So ·:'cert:f:t.1cate- ot:· public .. conven1enee and neeessi t1 is 

hereby granted to ·Douglass:,Warehouse. Co· .... authorizing 1 t to opera.te 

and eonduet a pu'b11e:-eold.~.~torage war~b.ouse se_rviee 11m1ted.,:to 40,000 

sq,uare teet at 5'l::Webstex-Street, ~Oakl8.lld, California.. 

(2) tb.at with1n::tbirty dS7'S:,aj"ter the e~reet1ve da.te h~r~~1", 
. .. '" .. 

applicant shall f'11e·''3:'_ 'Wl"1tten aeeep:tance of t~e certifieate )l~.r~;n 
.. ~ ..... 

granted. 

(3) . ·'l'h..a.t . Within' =1xty d~=' Ilttor th.e erreet1 vo do.to horoor, 

and on not les's, 'thin 1"1 va days f notice to the Commission and the 

"publ1c'-:applieant shall esta.bl1sh th.e service herein author1zed and 

shail ·t11~:1ti.,tr1pl1e8,te, and. eoneurrentl.y make effeetive appro

priate' -',tariffs. 

(1+)'-' ~''I'ha~':appJj;eant, after the effective da'ce hereof' and on or 

'. 'before November :-1,:'/19'7, may issue :lot exceeding $20,000 par value 

Or 1t~ e~p1t&l'3tock. 
(;)~: ;"ThAt a.ppl:Lcant~ shall ti':e ~ th the Comm1ssion monthly 

reports, as required by"·General Order No o 24-A, which order, in so 

tar as applicable, is hereby made a part or this order. 

(6)' Thllt in all other re~p~ct3 th.e appl1eation a~ amondod is 

hereby denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof'. 

Da.ted at' Sa.n Fr:I.ncisco , Callfornia, this 

day of _ ....... ;;;;_,,f~./, .... h .... n-.....1 ... 'l""'/~ __ .. ~ /J/&. . 
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