
Decision No. 54893 -------
BEFORE TEE ?UBLIC UTILITIES COl1MIS:::ION OF THE STA.TE OF CALIFORNIA 

LEONARD ENRIGHT, doing bu'~liness 
a$ LEO~lt.RO' S BARBErt SHO::? ~ 

Petitioner, 

PACIFIC TELEPHONE l~m 'I'EtEGM?::r 
C01.f.PAN'Y, a corporation, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------.--------------) 

I''':i:ilton R. Gunther? tor ,etitioner. 

Case No. 5897 

Lawlor, Felix t,G Hall, by John 1.1. Sinl<:, tor res~ondont. 

Harold W. Kennedy, County Counsel, by Norman o. Oliver. Jr., 
Deputy CO'U..."lty Cou."lsel, for the Sher11't" s Depar'tmen't, 
Los Angelo: County. .~. 

OPINION .. ------~ 

Tho com~laint, tiled on February 7, 19$7, all~ges that 

petitioner, Leonard Enright, operates e barber Shop knovm ns 

Leonard's Barber Shop, at 923 S. Kern Avenue, Los Angeles County, 

California; that he is a :ubscr1ber ~~d uscr of t~lephone sorvico. 

furnished by res~ondent at said address ~"ldor nucbar ANgelus 3-4466; 

tM. t on or about Ja."lu,o.ry 10, 1957, pet::t t1onor was advfsed by 

respondent that tho respondont had received infor~tion thnt the 

communication facilities hereinabove dezcr1bod wore being used ~s an 

1n~trument~lity to Violate the law or in aiding or abetting zuch 

violation, and that re:pondcnt w~z d1oconnect1ng such tacilities 

~~~e1ately; that said facilities were dioconnoctod andwero 
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di~connected nt the time the co~laint was tilod; that petitionor 

ha~ zutrered and will sutter irreparable injury to his reputation and 

great hardship az a rosult of tho act or re:pondont in' disconnecting 

the said CO~~~ication taci11t1o~; that petitioner will sutter great 

rin~~cin1 lozs and humiliation and embarrassment unless said 

facilities arc restored; and that the facilities were not used for 

illegal purpos¢~. 

On February 26, 19$7, the telephono company tiled ~~ 

ansVler, the ,rincipal allegation of which was that pursuant to 

Decision No. 4l415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case I~o. 4930 0+7 Cal. 

F.U.C. 853) respondent on or about January 14, 1957, had reasonJlble 

cause to believe that the telephone service furnished by respondent 

under number ANgelus 3-4466 at 923 South Kern Avenue, Los Angoles, 

California, wac being or VIas to be used as an instrumentality 

directly or ,L~d1rec~ly to violato or to aid ~~d abet the violation 

of the law. 

A public hearing wa~ held in Los Angelos betore Examinor 

Kent' c. Roger~ on March 26, 1957, and tho matter VIas !lubmitted .. 

The ?etitionor te~tiried that he hcs operated a barber 

shop at 923 South Kern Avenue to::- eig.."'J.t years; that on January 10, 

1957, he was arrested at th~t locction on suspicion of oookmaking, 

and his telephone wat; removed; that he was released on bail in tour 

or tivo hours; that no cha::-ges wero t~led again~t hi~; that he suo­

sequently requested ot the rospondent that it rOinstall his telophono 

o~rvice but the respondent has refused to do so; that he uzes ~~d 

n~ods a telephone in his bus1nezs; that he hac lost business and beon 

embarrassed az a result ot the removal 01" the telephone; and'that he 

~c never used the telephone for 111og~1 purposes. 
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A Los Angeles County deputy =heritt attachod to tho 

Vice Detail test1t"ied that on January 10, 1957, at about 1 p.m., he 

and one other deputy parked a car across the stroet trom r:>etitioner's 

barber ~hop which has ~~ open glass tront; that While in the car he 

observed complai.o.~t and several ot" his custo:ners looking at.a neW3-

pa:>er and scratch ::hoet; that on several occasions he observed: ," 

petitioner go to the tele~hone and use it and mru(o no~es on a 

cigarette paper; that other men came in and looked at the scratch 
" 

sheet, and: lett;··th.o.t he observed petitioner make notes on cigarette 

papers ~~d go to the back room and come out with a white envelope; 
~ \ . . / 

that he and the other deputies entered petitioner's shop and arrested 

and searched him; that he asked the complainant how long he had been 

bookmaking" and the complainant said "six months" a.nd then said he .. ' 

wouldn't say.anything further; that he searched the premises and 

found 0. National Da.1ly Reporter scratch sheet, a pen a.nd penCil, ll. ' .. , 

wri tine :'a.d, c.igo.rette papers, and Il telephone; that several other 

:-:len in the <lace were questioned concerning their bUsinesses a.nd 

rolea.sed; an.d that the telephone wa.s removed and the petitioner taken 

to jail aJ.lc. bool(ed... The orficor further testified that the 

petitioner and the premi~os were thoroughly ~earchod, but no bettL~g 

marker3 were found, although petitioner had a scratch sheet in his 
~ '0/' , 

poosess:i.on. The witnes·s.' testified tMt the officers were in the 

premises about l-l/2 hours; t~t the tele~hone rang on-several 
. 

occasions and the other officer answered. An object!on was sustaL~ed 

to a queotion a.ttempting to elicit from the w1tneos,~,what the otficcr 

using tho telephone told tho witness the conversations were about. 

-3-



C. 5897 - VM 

On cross-examination the officer stated that when he 

was watching the 90titioner's place ot bU31ne~s trom acr033 the 

stroet ho saw money :9a.ss ha.nds 1 and could oeo the tolephone being 

used 1 but he could not hear any of the conversations. 

Exhibit No.1 is a copy of a letter trom the Sheriff 

of Los Angeles County to tho telephone company requesting tbAt the 

telephone facilities bo disconnocted_ A tolephone company employee 

testified thAt this letter was received on January 14, 19$7, and a 

central oftice disconnect~on of petitionor's serv;ce was thereupon 

effected pursuant to this roque~t. The Position ot tho· telephone 

COI:ipllny \Va.s that it h.D.d a.cted with roasonable ca.uso~ .o.s that term 

is defined in Deci~1on No. 41415, reterred to supra, in disconnecting 

the telephone service L~.o.~ch as it had received the letter 

designated as Exhibit No.1. 

Atter consideration ,ot the record herein we tind that 

the action or the telephone com,any was based upon reasonable cause, 

a::: that term is u~ed i1'1 Decision I~o. 41415, referred to supra.. We 

further find that by ,etitioner's ovm admiSSion, he had been engaged 

in bool~king for about 6 ~onths prior to the t~e of his arre3t. 

There is, howevor, nothing ~~ tho record to indicate that the 

petitionerts·toloPhone was being used tor nnY,illogal purpose and, 

thorefore, tho petitioner 1~ entitled to the restoration or his 

telephono sorvice. 

o R D E R .... - - --
The petition of Leonard &~right against The ?acific 

T~l~phono and Telegraph Company, a corporation~ tor restoration or 

telephone service having been tiled, a public hearing haVing been 
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hold thoroon, tho Commi~~1on boing :ully Acv130d in the prom1oe= 

and cAsing ito dec1~1on upon tho evidence of record and the f1nding~ 
herOin, 

IT IS ORDERED·that the petitioner's request tor 

ro~torat1on or tolophone oorvice bo grantod and that, upon the 

tiline by tho Pot1t1on~r or nn app11e&t1on tor telephone ~erv1ce 

The iacitic Telephone and-Telegraph Company shall install telephono 

service nt Potitioner's placo or ou~1no3s at 923 South Kern Avenue, 

too ~~eoleo County, CaliforniA, such installation ceing suojoct to 

~ll duly Quthor1zod rulos and rogul~t1ons of the telephono company 

and to tho ox1sting appliCAble law. 

The effective date or th1~ ordor ~hall bo twonty days 
after the dato hereof. 

. 0 ~A ~ Dated a.t ___ sar._'_Fr:_~_C;_13C ____ ,. Ca11rornia~ this ...;b;y\J...dri.'y 

.,. : APRIL o. ________________________ __ 

Comm13~.1onors 
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