
5"5050 Dec1s1on No. __________ _ 

B'SPOP.E THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM1SSION OF THE STATE OF CA.LIFOENIA 

Investigatlon on th~ Commission's 
own Motion into the Operat1ons, 
Operat~ Authority, Service and 
Service Areas of CALIFORNIA SLEC'I'SIC 
PO~"JER COMPANY and SOUTHERN CALIFC'P.NIA 
EDISON COr"loPANY 1n the County 0'£ 
Riverside. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) , ________________________________________ 1 

CALIFORNIA ELECTRIC ?OWER CO~~~\~, 
CO::l:pla1nant , 

vs. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPA!'.r-:t', 
Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------------------------) 
r!\'TE'Rl~ ORDER 

" 

Case No . .589$ 

Case No. .5815 

In Case No. 581.5 CallfOr.n1a Electr1c Power Company com

:plalns that Southern Ca11fo~a Edison Company 1s attempt1ng to 

prov1de servlce to a mine operated by Kaiser Steel Corporat1on 1n 

the v1c1ni ty of Eagle Mou:o.tall:l 1n B,1 vers1de County, and heretofore 

served by complainant. Defendant's ::lot1on tc dismiss the com

plaint was denied on February 11, 19.57. (Decision No • .54.516). 

On the same day the Commissior. issued its order 1nstltuting 

1nvest1gat1on In Case No. ,5898.. The two :proceed1ngs were con

solidated for hearing, and were submltted upon briefs on ~ay 1.5, 

19.57. The two electric ~t111ties are 1n d1spute and disagreement 

as to their respective a~thorlties to serve specifiC territory and 

customers therein. Amo::lg the :purposes of the investigation 1n . 

case No. ,5898- is "ehe determ1nation of the areas in Riverside County 

to be served by each utility. 
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On May 27, 1?S7, each utility filed a pet1t1on for an 

interim cease and desict order against the other utility. 

Pet1t1on of cal1f9rn1~ Electric Power Com~y 

Petit10ner alleg'~s 1::1 substance that s1nce 1948 1t has 

been serv1ng the Kaiser mi~e at Eagle Mounta1n W1th power generated 

at' Hoover Dam; that upon ~~1ng advised 1n June of 19S6 of an ex

pected shortage of Hoover :~ower due to poor water condltio~ on 

the Col'orad.o Rl ver, petl tl1)ner mad.e plans to serve .Eagle Mounta1n 

and the adjacent Desert Ce:nter area oy s. line of 1 ts o~ from 

Blythe; that such line 1s 1xnder construct1on and scheduled for 

completion 1n September of 1957; and thatpetlt10ner haS accepted 

app11eat1ons for serv1ce by res1den~3 or Desert Center. 

Peti tioner alleg,es that Southern California Ed1son 

Company, s1nce submiss10n of these proceed1ngs, has so11c1ted the 

electrical business of residents of Desert Center from whom 

pet1 t1oner' has accepted ap;p11cat1ons for service; that Ed1son has 

offered to supply electr1c service w1thin the next th1rty days, 

and has declared 1 to 1nten'c1on of constru.cting an electr1cal system 

to serve the Desert Center area.; and. unless ordered to cease and 

des1st w1ll carry out,1ts plans before issuance or the Commission's 

order 1n these p~oceedlngs. 

The petition alleg~.s that Edls0J:l had never served or 

held itself out to serve the public ~ eastern Riverside County 

before the Qldd1e of 1956 when it attempted to appropr1ate the 

Ka1ser business at Eagle Mounta1n; had theretofore cons1stentlY' 

taken the pos1tion that the Eagle ~ounta1n-Desert Center area was 

the terri tory of pet1 tioner; and that Edison does not have cer

tif1cated r1ghts 1n eastern Riverside County. 
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c. ;898, ~8l5 - MP 

Petl tloner requests an l:1.terim o~er requiring Edison to 

cease and desist from sollCiting electrlcal bUSlness ln the Desert 

Center area and from constructing ar~y electrlcal faci11t1es in 

that area until the Commlss1on lssues its decis10n in these pro

ceed1ngs. 

Petition of Southern California Edlson Company 

This petitloner alleges. 1~ substance that on May 25, 1957, 

California ElectriC obta1ned an ex ~arte restrai~ng order from 

the Superior Court of 111 versicle County, restraining Ed1son from 

cont1nu1ng with the construction of llne= ~ tho areas involved in 

the matters under submiss1on; that Ca11forn1a Electr1c 1s proce,a.

lng W1th the construct1on of fac1l1t1es to serve such areas; and 

requests 1ssuance of a cease and deSist ord.~er prohib1ting callforn1a 

Electric from proceeding with such constructlon pending dec1sion 

in the pending proceedings. 

Section 1006 of the Publlc Utilities Code prov1des as 

fOllows: 

"1006. When a complaint has been f1led w1th the com
m1ss1o~ alleglng that a pub11c ut1l1ty of the class 
spec1fied. 1n Sectlon 1001 is enga.ged or 1s about to 
engage In construction work without haVing secured 
from the commlsS1on a certificate of PU~llC oonven!ence 
and necesslty as required. by this article, the com
miss10n may, with or without notice, make its order 
reqUiring the public utl~lty complained of to cease 
and desist from such construction until the commission 
makes a.~~ files lts decis1o~ on the complaint or unt1l 
the further order ot the commlssion." 

Cood cause appearlng, I!' IS ORDERED that Southern Ca.! 1-

for.nla Edison Company and Califo~a Electr1c Power Comp~, and 

each of them, pend.1ng further order here1n, shall ~ed1ately 
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C. 5898, C~815 - MP 

cease and de:lst and shall retrain from extendlng thelr respective 

llne:, plante, or systems to the Desert Center or Eagle Mountain 

areas involved in these proceedings. 

The Secretary i~ directed to cause certlf1ed cop1es of 

this order to be served upon Southern Callfornia Edlson Cocpany 

and upon Callfor.o1a Electric Power Company. 

The effective date or this order shall be the date hereof. 

1957. 

oS N.I .c~04NC:.J Ca .s ,7/M;-

Dated, Lvo .»g~,(..:J"" th10 - <lay of' l'IQY', 

/ 

.. 


