
Decision No. ____ 5_ .. ..;.5_(,_~ f-,;.,:;8;;;, .... _ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAXE OF CAtIFO~~ 

In the Matter or the Application o~ ) 
THE vJES'rERN TELEPHONE CO!-1P ~'7, a. ) 
California corporation, for authority ) Application No. 37439 
to iDcrease certain rates and charges ) 
applicable to telephone service turn1she4 ) 
within the State of California. ) 

~rar:'e:l A. Pal!:ler ot Orrick, Da.b.lqU1st, 
Herrington &: Sutcliffe, and Neal C.. Hasbrook, 
tor applicant; 

Bert B~z1n1 for California Farm Bureau Federation, 
Neal C. Eas'brook for California Independent 
Telephone Association interested parties; 

Harold :r.. MeC:~,rthY', W11ii.~m ~1. Dunlop and 
John F.. Donovan tor the COmmission sta£:f'. 

OPINION A?-ID ORDER ON F'rr.:\THER BEARING 

A~plicant tiled tao above-entitled application on 

October 29, 19", requesting increases in telephone rates &mounting 

to approximately $~,ooo on an annual oasis. By this Comm1ssion f s 

DeCision No. 53138, issued Y~y 28, 1956, applicant was granted 

authority to increase toll rates 83,800 annually ~d, add1tio~ly, 

to pla.ce a. sureho.rge of 5t per cent on billinzs for exchange or 

combined exch~ge and intrastate toll serVice tor the period June 1 

to December 31, 1956. The rate relief granted was thus of a temporary 

or interim natt:.re. 

In complia~ce with the aforementioned dec1$1o~, applicant 

completed and tiled a separat10n study. As a result of such study 

applicant obtained increased toll compensation or over $$0,000 on an 

annual bas1s, thereby seeming to relieve applicant of' the necessity 

of obtaining the full amount of rate relief originally sought.. The 
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COmmission having been so informed by 1ts stat!, further hearing in 

the matter was held before Bxaminer F. Everett Emerson on April 29, 

1957, at San Francisco. The matter was concluded and submitted on 

that date. 

At the hearing applicant, through counsel, requested that 

the interim relief preViously granted be made ~ermanent and that 

npplieantts remaining requests for additional permanent rate relief. 

be diSmissed without prejudiee. On the basis of op;lie~ntrs cst~tc~ 

it appears that applicant will realize a rate of retu.-n at not to 

exceed 6 per cent during the ye~ 1957 but that, even so, applicant t s 

ear~ng poSition will be considerably improved over that foreseeable 

at the time of its original request for rate relief. Applieant is 

now in a position to continue with its substantial const~let10n 

program. 

Counsel for the Commission staff, in presenting the stat!fS 

present poSition in the matter, stated that it is the staitfs 

recommendation that the $3,800 annual inerease in toll rates hereto

tore authorized be continued in etrect and that in other respects 

the application herein be den1ed. 

Clearly, applicant and our stafr are in agreement as to 

the nature of the final disposition of this matter. 

In view ~! the ent~e record in this matter we conclude 

that the rate ~el1er heretofore granted applicant was justified, 

that no further relief is now justified and that the interim situ

ation prevailing should be made permanent. Good eause appearing, 

therefore; 
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IT IS ORDERED that Decision No. 53138, issued Ma7 28, 19$6 

is hereby reaffirmed and that the rate rel1ef authorized therein is 

hereby made permanent in $0 tar as toll telephone rates are concerned 

and that in all other respects the application herein is denied 

without prejudice. 
SD.n Frmcisc:o II ,/.J Dated at _________ , California, this ~.,/A,. 

I, JUN::; day of _________ _ 

) Comm1ss1oners 


