
Dec1s1on No. __ S_S_C_,6_9 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

PAUL HIBSH, 

Comp1al:nant, 
VS. 

CENERAL TELEPHONE CO., a. corpora.tlon, . 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------) 
Paul Hirsh, in propria persona. 

Ca.se No. S914 

Al~rt M. Hart tor Ceneral Telephone Co., defendant. 

No~n Qr 011v~r, Jr., for the Los Angeles County 
Sherlfft~ Depa~tment, intervener. 

Q. P IN.I0N. 

In hle eomplalnt, filed on r~reh 6, 1957, Paul Hlrch of 

6766 Premium Street, Long Beach, Callfor.nla, alleges that on 

Febr~ry 7, 1957, hie telephone service was disconnected for the 

r~/ZI.oon tMt it WI).C 'JceCl. for taklng horc:~ roelng b"to for th.l"O~ 

weeks; that if it 1$ reln3talled it will not be used for sueh pur-

poses; and that there al"e three s:rwll chlldren recldlng ~ hlS 

hOme whleh maKe~ lt lmperatlve that he have a telephone. 

On March 20, 1957, the telepbone eompany flled an answer, 

the principal allegation of which was that lt had reasona~le cause 

to believ~ that the telephone servlee by It ~o compl~lnant un~er 

number CArflold 1-2~0~, at 6766 Premlum Street, Long Beach, Ca11-

fOmia, was b~ing or was to 'be uo~d as an inotl"Ulllentall ty 
, 

directly or indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the vio1~tlon 
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or tho law, .:met that hsv1ng such reasonable cause, the defendant . 
was required to ~ioeonneet the 3~rviee purcuant to th13 Com

miss1on's Dec1s1on No. 41415, dated Apr1l 6, 1948, 1n Case No. 

49~0 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 85~). 

A publlC hea.rlng on the compla1nt .... -a.s hel~ 1n Los 

Angeles on Apr1l 12, 1957, 'before Examiner Kent C. Rogors. 'I'he 

defendant and the 1ntervener appeared, ~~t complainant failed to 

o.P'P()I.).X'. 'I'h" rooord. ohowo thAt the compl&.1~t was regularly 

not1f1ed of the time and place of sald hearing. At the request 

of the defendant and the intervener, the matter was suom1tted on 

the pleadings. 

'On May 6, 1957, the com.:ple.1nant f1led a. "Petltlon for 

Reopening and Rehe~r1ng in Case No. 5914." Thereln the complalnant 

a,lleged, inter e.lla, that he did not know he had to appea:z:o at the 

hearing, and that he 1s In desperate need of a telephone with the 

ch1ldren 1n h1S home. 

On Y.ICl.y 16, 1957, the Commlssion made its COrder Beopen1ng 

for Further Hear1ng", :peclfY1ng there1n that "the Secretary is 

directed to cause appropr!ate notice of further hear1ng to be 

mailed at least ten (10) days before such f~ther heartng.n 

After notice that a further hear1ng would be held, all 

partlee were contacted by telephone and all agreed to a further 

hearlng on Fr1day, May 17, 1957. Thereupon all part1es were 

notifled by telegram that a further hearing would ~ held 1n Los· 

Angeles at 10 a.m., 1n the Comm1ssion Courtroom. 

The further hear1ng on the compla1nt was held 1n Los 

Angeles on May l7, 1957, before Exam1ner Kent C. Rogers and the 
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matter 'W8.S su"om1 tted ~ A t the cOlll:encement' of the further hearing, 

complainant PaUl'Hirsh,Albert M. Hart, the'atto~y for the 

defendant, and Norman G. Oliver, Jr., the attorney"for the Los 

Angeles County Sherlff's De~a.~Qent, 1ntervener, orally waived the 

statutory ten-day notlce of hearing and each stated he was ready 

to proceed. 

The complalnant testif1ed that he has res1eed at 6766 

Prem1um Street for 3, years; that for three weeks prior to 

February 7, 1957, he was USing the residential tele~hone therein 

for bookmaking operations; that ,on said date he was arrested for 

sald v10lation of'law by deputy sheriffs, and his telephone re

moved; that he pald a fine of ~300, and ~~s placed on probation 

for two yea.rs; thz.t he has three young children and beeauze of 

that fact and for bus1ness pu.-poses he needs a telephone;'and 

that he Will not permit the telephone to 'be used for illegal 

purposes 1n the future. 

Exhib1t No.1 1s a copy of a letter·dated Februar,y 8, 

1957, from the off1ce of the Sherlff of Los Angeles Countyadv1s

ing the deren~~t t~~t complai~t's telephone at 6766 ?remiuo 

Street, Long Beach, CalifOrn1a, wa.s on February 7, 1957, being 

used for bookmaking purposes in Violat1on of Section 337a of the 

Penal Code; that compla1nant's telephone had been removed; and 

request~ that the defendant d1sconnect complai~trz telephone 

service. Exhib1t No. 2 1s a copy of a letter dated February 11, 

1957, from the defendant to the complainant adv1s~g hlm tr~t be

cause of the action taken by the sheriff it was necessary for the 

defendant to d1scont1nue compla1.nant t s ·serv1ce on February 7, 

1957. 
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These exhib1ts were rece1ved in eVidence by stipUlat1on, 

and the defendant rested. 

!'he poSl tlon of the telephone company wa.s that it had 

acted W1th reasonable cause, as that term 1s used 1n Dec1s1on 

No. 4l415 , referred to supra, 1n d1sconnectlng the complainant f s 

telephone serv1ce inasmuch as it r~ received the letter desig

ns. te,d as Exhl "01 t No.1. 

The intervener presented no evidence. 

After considerat1on of this record we now find that the 

telephone company's actlon was based upon reasonable cause as that 

term. is used in DeCision No. 41415, :-eferred to supra. We further 

flnd that complainant 1s entitled to telephone service on the same 

basis as any other slm!lar subscriber inasmuch as he had paid the 

penalty for any violatlon of the Penal Code he may have com

mitted and there is no indicat10n that he ~~ll 1n the future use 

the telephone facll1tles 1n an unlawful manner. 

ORO E R 
-~--~ 

The complaint of Paul Hirsh aga1nst the General Telephone 

. ~ompaIl.j 1 a'¢OI1'Orat1on, hav1ng been filed, a publiC hearing hav1ng 

'been held thereon, the Comm1ss1on bei:og fully advised in the 

premlses'and bas1ng 1ts dec1s1on upon the eVidence of record and 

the findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED ~hat the complainant's request for resto

ration of telephone service be granted and that, upon the f1l!ng 

by the complainant of an app11c~t1on for telephone service, the 

General Telephone Company, a. corporat1on, shall install telephone 
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serv1ce at the compla1nant t s residence at 6766 Premium Street, .. 
-.... .' '" ., . ~ , . , . " .... ". .,,~ , 

Long Beach, California, such installation being su~ject to all 

duly autho'rized rules and '~S:ulations of the telephone company and. 

to the eXisting applicable law. 

The effeei1~e date of this ord.er shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ________ -w~~~~ __ ------___ , Californ1a, 

this __ ~ .... r_t? __ day of _-" __ ~..,;.;;.;:;;..;.;;..;:;;;;.;:: ______ _ 1957. 

J Commissioners 


