
Decision No .. 5:;·258 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMI·USSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Suspension ) 
and Investigation on the Commission's ) 
own motion of Proposed Schodule PA-S, ) 
Agricultural Power (Temporary Sch-ed- ) 
ule), filed by Pacific Gas a.~d )) 
Electric Company. 

Ca~;e No. 5640 

OPINION A1~ ORDER ON PETITION 
FOR EZTiNSIoN o~· tiME 

Several customer;h(~ow receiving temporary service on 

Schedule PA-S, on June 20, 1957, filed a petition requesting 

extension of temporary Schecule PA-8 until April 1959, which 

schedule is due to expire July 11, 1957. This petition states 

that all of the reasons which led the Commission to allow the 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company to extend the conj~~ctive 

billing feature applied to Schedule PA-l for a two-year period 

to the former customers on Schedule P-12-S, who made use of 

such feature in their past operations, still exist. 

The petitioners recite that: 

(a) Lowered water tables have increased the cost 
for power per acre foot; 

(b) Acrea.ge limitation on cotton prodUl:tion is 
now more restrictive than in 1955; 

(c) Taxes, £ar.m labor and repair parts have 
increased in cost materially during the past 
two years; 

11 Calflax Company, Giffen, Inc., O'Neill Farms, Inc., 
J. E. O'Neill, Inc., Sumner Peck Ranch, Inc.," South,La:ke Farms, 
Employees Enterprises, Incorporated, Price Giffen Ranch, and 
Tres Picos Farms. ' 
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( d) 

(e) 

( f) 

(g) 

GF * 

The price or agricult~al products has n~t 
com~ensurately !ncreceed with in¢~ensed eosts 
or produ.ction; 

The goal or obtaining a supplemental supply or 
water through the proposed San Luis Project will 
take some time berore it becomes an accomplished 
t'act; 

The area continues to be a distressed a~ea t'rom 
the stnndpoL~t or water supply; 

The increased cost of power resulting :from the 
termination of Schedule PA-8 will vitelly affect 
the economy of t~." 0.::-190. a.nd can eo. sily re sUol t 1:l. 
0. loss to petitic~ers end other po~sons t'o.rming 
in the ares..,. 

In our original order authorizing this schedule we pOinted 

out that conjunctive billing as a permanent rate feature is 

discriminatory and stat.ad that we did not look with favor upon it. 

However~ after considering many po~ts ~or and against the $,ec1a1 

rate we, at toot time, con,=luded and :found that it vro.s rensoJ!'lO.'ble 

to allow Pacific to extend~ if it so des1red~ the conjunctive 

billing t'oature applied to Schedule PA-l tor a two-year period to 

the tormer customers on SchGdule P-12-S who ma~e u.se of such feature 

in their past operations. It was the COmmission's full intent at 

that time that the schedule should exp1:'e at the end of two yea.rs. 

Appa.rently, neither the customers nor PaCific clearly 

understood the Commission's intent as Pacific on July 10, 19.57 

also filed a petitior- for a similar extension of time. 

We are of the opinion and so find that conjunctive billing 

is unreasonably discriminatory and burdensom~ on the utility's 

other customers and we will not permit repeated renewals of 

temporary S chedulo PA -8 ~,<ee"!:n::::::::C:;:Zi :1::' =Jt!:? >g:d==:c::::::t;:tI:::.t';:I:;~aR!!=!15R!e"¥C!!::eo~a-eo~P¢' ::tI:l:ilZ:lllww:... 

The custom~rs should have taken advanta.ge of the t'"!o-year 

period to rearrange their wiring or to adapt their operations to 

the regular agricultural power ro.tes. Since we are well al011g in 
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the agricultural pumping season, comparatively l1ttle reduction 

in revenue would occur if we allow this special rate to continue 

ror a rew months longer. However, this spec1al rate will not 

be continued atter the efrectiv& date of the decis10n in Pacific's 

pending electr1c rate ease. Th1s should give ample t~e for the 

customers to rearrange their w1ri:cg or change their operat1ons 

to contor.m to the regular agr1cultural rates; therefore, 

IT IS ORDER-'&!) that the exp1rat1on ds.te or "J1J.l.y 11, 19.57" 

on Schedule PA-8 be revised to read: "t~e effective date of the 

Commission's decision to be 1ssued on App11cation No. 38811 or 

it new tariffs are authorized the effective date of the new tariffs." 

The effective date of this order Shall be the date hereof. 

Dated at San F,....~~lIK:o ~ Cal1torn1a~ this /Ldk 
day of JULY ~ 19$7. 

COmmissioners 
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