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BEFCRE THE PUSLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

RIDGE VIEY CIVIC 43 CIATION,
BOMAN CIVIC CLUB, LZ BOY SECKLER,
HRDTIN 0, DOUNMRY; RODDAT R,

ABRaHAM SANDLER, THZCDORE
SIZMKIEWICZ, FRUDERICK W, wa

CANERON,
Case No. 5907

Complainants, .

vs
SAN DIEGO TRANSIT SYSTEM,

sefendant.
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Lerov Segkler, attorney, for all complainants,

and Theomas C, Tavler, for complainant Ridge
View Civic Association.

Lindley, Lazar & Scales, by Leon W, Scales, for
San Liego Transit System, respondent,

Frederick B, Holoboff, for City of San Diego;
Wayne Erv and Harold Culver, for San Diege
City Schools; interested partiles.

M, L, Adlexr, for self, protestant.
Willdaam F, Hibbard, for the Public Utlilities

Conmission staff.

QRINION

Complainants allege that pudblic convenlence and necesslty
require that defendant extend its ISoute "3" line an additional
1.6 niles from its present southern terminus at Gateway Drive

and Rexford Drive, in the rairmount Park area of the City of San

Diege, to Federal Boulevard and 47th Street, making conmectlon

there with the Houte "S" bus line,




Co 5907 - P

A public hearing was held in San Diego on May &, 1957,
before Examiner Mark V. Chiesa. Oral and documentary evidence
having been adduced, the matter was submitted for decision.

Route "B" line operates in a southerly-northerly
direction between Fairmount Park and the Allied Gardens area in
the City of San Diego. Two buses are used to provide an average
headway of 30 minutes except for approximately three hours at
nldday when the schedules are on an hourly basis. \The first
trip leeves northbound from Feirmount Park at 5:55 a.m., and the
last regular trip leaves southbound from Allied Gardens at
6:57 p.m. There are two later Trips starting at University
Avenue and terminating at Gateway Drive. Passengers wishing to
travel from Falrmount Park to downtown San Diego may transfer
to frequent services provided by Routes "7" and "E® along
University Avenue and EL Cajon Boulevard. The rownd-trip
distance on Route "3B" i1s approximately 13,7 miles, and daily
schedules require the operation of approximately 320 miles. The

evidence shows that present revenue per mile 1is approximately

27 cents, and out-of-pocket cost per mile is approximately

Lo cents.

The principal complainants are the ridge View Civic
assoclatlion composed of residents of the Ridge View area. Said
area 1s located on a ridge approilmately nidway between the
present southern terminus of sald "B" line and the intersection
of Federal Boulevard and 47th Street. There are approximately
L60 homes in the said Ridge View area, including adjoining
Melissa Park. The Ridge View area 1is approximately 1.2 miles in
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length, bounded, roughly, by Zuclid ivenue on the north, 43rd
Street (extended) on the south, Home Avenue ravine on the west,
and Chollas Creek ravine on the east. Complairnants described
the area as rural, with two-lane roads having "sharp vertical
and horizontal curves, extrezmely narrow bridges and no side-
walks." There is no public transportation.

The principal access streets into the Eidge View area
are Euclid .ivenue on the north and Falrmount avenue on the south,
which streets intersect with Ridge View Drive, the prlncipal‘
street along the ridge.

There are two elementary schools serving the said area,
Marshall Elementary, situated approximately one-half mile north
of Euclild aAvenue, which serves tne school children living along
the north portion of sald ridge area north of Llaurel Street,
which blsects the fidge View area, and Webster Elementary,
sltuated approximately one-half mile southeasterly of the inter-
section of Fairmount Avenue and Ridge View Drive, serving the
children living along the south portion of the ridge. BSeginning
next school term elementary school children living in the
southerly portion of Laurel Street will be permitted to attend
elther school. <Children living north of lLaurel Street will be
required to attend Marshall Elementary School, and therefore
could not use the bus service to and from school, as proposed by
complainants,

The proposed extension of Route "B" 1s southeasterly
along Gateway Drive down grade into Home Avenue Ravine, north-

easterly along Home Avenue to its intersection with Fairmount
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Avenue, thence southwesterly up the east bank of the ravine
crossing to the Ridge View area and continuing easterly down
into the Chollas Creek Ravine and up the ravine to 47th Street,
thence southerly along 47th to its intersection with Federal
Boulevard. Webster Elementary School is located immediately
northeast of the latter intersection. As hereinabove indicated,
Fairmount Avenue, 1n the Ridge View area, 1s a narrow and curved
fwo-lane street without sidewelks. The conditions for pedestri-
ans are unsafe and the record clearly shows that to be one of
the principal reasons for this complaint.

Defendant hac supplied tramsportation for school
children in the Ridge View arce, dut upon the opening of the
Marshall Elementary School, in January 1957, notice was given of
the intention to discontinue said service. The service was
temporarily discontinued but later was re-established. At
present school transportation service between the Ridge View
area and Yebster IZlementary School is being furnished under
contract with the San Diego School Board. This service was
discontinued at the end of the 1956-57 school term,

A Commission engineer testifled that one bus must bde
added to maintain the present schedules on Route "B" AT the line
ls extonded; that a reduction of nresent schedules would result
in additional losses. He also estimated the populatlion of the
Ridge View area, including & recent subdivision known as Melissa
Park, to be approximately 1,600 persons; that there is a potential
of apnroximately 23 bus riders, or a total of 46 one-way fares

per weekday; that en average of approximately 52 children are
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using the present school bus service to and from Webster
Elementary School; that the proposed extension would return an
additional daily revenue, from adult and school fares, of
approximately 12.50 compared with an additional out-of-pocket
cost of 49,00 per day, or an estimated annual out-of-pocket
loss of spproximately %11,000.00.

Evidence is lacking that there iz é substantial need
for persons to travel between points on the present "3" route
and polnts south of the Ridge View area, or vice versa. A need
exlsts for some of the fesldeqts in the Ridge View area, adults
and school children, but such need 1s not substantial nor is it
commensurate with additlonal cost of providing the service.

The vice president and general menager of San Diego
Transit System testified that the annual out-of-pocket cost of
extending Route "3" to the intersection of 47th Street and Federal
Avenue, and continuing to provide present patrons service com-
parable with that now avallable, would be 518,490; that estimated
additional annual revenue resulting from such extension 1s %2,953,
or a loss of 15,537 per year. Said estimates were based on
approximately 460 homes ir the Bidge View and Melissa Park areas,
or e total population of approximately 1,610 residents.

Complainents' sgggestion,that increased operating costs
might be averted by reducing present service to a 45-minute or
hourly headway does not appear reasonable in view of the incon-
venlence of such change to approximately 1,000 present dally

patrons.
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Having considered the evidence of record, the
Commission is of the opinion and finds that public conven~
lence and necessity does not require the establishment and

operation of the proposed extension of Route "B" as herein-

above set forth. Wwe also find that the proposed extemsion

would materlially inerease the expense of operating the sald
line without compensating revenues, and that such increase
does not¢ appear to be justified. The'complaint will be
dismissed.

CRDER

A public hearing having been held, the Commlission
beling fully advised in the premises and having found facts
and comcluded as hereinabove set forth,

IT IS CRDERED that the complaints of Ridge View

Civic Association, Rowan Civic Club, Le Roy Seckler,
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Martin J. Bouman, Eobert Kirk, Abraham Sandler, Theodore
Zlemklewlcz, and Frederick W. W, Cameron, being Case No, 5907,
be and they hereby are denied,

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at Los Angeles , California,

this 2 74h _ day of e , 1957.

Commisslioners

Peter E. Mitchell
vozmigssiomer S Matthew JT. Nanjawboing
Recessardly abdbsent, did not participate
fn the disposition of this procoeding.




