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BEi'ORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COl"J1ISSImS OF THE S'I'hTE OF C.:J:.IPom~IA. 

RIDGE VIE~'J CIVIC A.::':J~CI~~TION, 
.aO\'.'AJ~ CIVIC CL VB, LE BOY SECKLER, 

f:IftTIIIN U, nOUITiwJ i TIDDDITT filM i 
.;,BR.r..HAM SJ..I~DI.Ea, '.I'HZ<"DoaE 
Z:tEMK:tEW:tCZ. I-'~E.R:tCK w. :. ... 
CA.!1EB.ON, 

Compla1ll8nts, . 

179 

S~N DIEGO TRANSIT SYSTEM, 

) 
) 

] 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 5907 

-----------------------------) 
Leroy Seckle;::, attorney, for a.ll com!,la1nants, 

and Thomas: C, Taylor, for complainant R1dge 
View Civic ASSOciation. 

Lindley, Lazar & Seales, by Leon W, Scales, for 
San D1ego Tr~~sit System, respondent. 

Fred~r1ek B, Holoboff, for Clty of San D1ego; 
Wayne Frv and Harold Culver, for San Diego 
C1ty Schools; interested part1es. 

~I, L. Adkt, for self 1 protestant. 

',i1111am P. Hibbard, for the Pub11c Ut1l1 t1es 
Commiss1on staff. 

Complai~ts allege that publiC conven1ence and necess1ty 

require th:;\t defendant extend lts Route "13 11 llne an addltlo.n.a.l 

1.6 miles from its present southern terminus at Gateway Drive 

and Rexford Drlve, 1n the Fa1rmount Park area of the C1ty of San 

D1ego, to Federal Boulevard and 47th Street, making connect1on 

there with the Route liS" 'bus line. 
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e. c. 5907 - ~'IP 

A pub11c he&rlng was held in San D1ego on ~~y 0, 1957) 

before ExaQiner YJark V. Chiesa. Oral a..'"ld documentary evidence 

having been adduced, 'che ::lZl.tter was subcitted for decision. 

Route "B" l1ne operates 1n a southerly-northerly 

d1rect1on between Fairmount Park and. the Allied Gardens area in 

the C1ty of San D1ego. Two buses are used to provide an average 

headway of 30 minutes except for approximately three hours at 

midday when the schedules are on an hourly Oasis. The first 

trip lee,ves northbound from Fai:'tllount Park at S: S5 a.m. 1 and the 

last regular trip leaves southbound from Al11ed Gardens at 

6:57 p.m. There are two later trips starting at University 

Avenue and term1nat1ng at Gateway Drive. Passengers w1shing to 

travel from Fairmount Park to do~ntown San Dlego may transfer 

to frequent services provided by Routes "7 U and "En along 

Un1verslty Avenue and El Cajon Boulevard. The round-tr1p 

d1stance on Route "BU is approx1mately 13.7 mlles, and dally 

schedules requlre the operat1on of approx1mately 320 miles. The 

evldence shows that present revenue per m1le 1s apprOXimately 

27 cents, and out-of-pocket cost per m1le 1s apprOXimately 

40 cents. 

The pr1nc1pal compl~1nants are the Ridge V1ew Civic 

Associat1on composed of res1dents of the R1dge V1ew area. Said 

area 1s located on a r1dge approx1mately m1dway between the 

present southern term1nus of said "B" l1ne and the intersection 

of Federal Boulevard and 47th Street. There are approx1mately 

460 homes in the said Ridge View area, including adjOining 

Melissa ?ark. The Ridge V1ew area is approx1mately 1.2 miles in 
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length, bounded, ro~ghly, by E~c11d ~venue on the north, 43rd 

Street (extended) on the so~th, Home Avenue rav1ne on the west, 

and Chollas Creek ravine on the east. Compla1nants descr1bed 

the area. as rural, w1th two-lane roads having "sharp vert1cal 

and horizontal curves, extremely narrow bridges and no side

walks." There 1S no public transportat1on. 

The princ1pal acoess streets 1nto the Ridge View area 

are Euclid ~~.venue on the north and Fairmount .i-\.venue on the south, 

whioh streets intersect with R1dge V1ew Drive, the princ1pal 

street along the ridge. 

There are two elementary schools serv1ng the sa1d area, 

Marshall Elementary, s1tuated approximately one-half mile north 

of Euclid Avenue, which serves the school children liv1ng along 

the north port1on of said ridge area north of Laurel Street) 

which 'b1sects the rl1dge View area, and tvebster Elementary 1 

Situated apprOXimately one-half m1le southeasterly of the inter

sect10n of Fa1rmount Avenue and R1dge V1ew Drive, serv1ng the 

ch1ldren living along the south port1on of the ridge. Beginn1ng 

next school term elementary school oh1ldren liv1ng in the 

southerly port1on of Laurel Street w1ll be perm1tted to attend 

e1ther school. Children l1V1ng north of Laurel Street Will be 

requ1red to attend Y~rshall Elementary ~chool, and therefore 

could not use the bus serv1ce to and from school, as proposed by 

complainants. 

The proposed extension of Route "B" is southeasterly 

along Gateway Drive down grade into Home Avenue Rav1ne, north

easterly along Home hvenue to its 1ntersection with Fairmount 
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Avonue, the~oe oo~thwesterly up the east bank of the ravine 

crossing to the Ridge View area and oontinuing easterly down 

1nto the Chollas Creek Ravlne and up the ravine to 47th Street, 

thence southerly along 47th to its intersection wlth Federal 

Boulevard. Webster Elementary ~ehool 1s·1ocated 1mmed1ately 

northeast of the latter intersectlon- As hereinabove indicated, 

Fa1rmount ~venue, 1n the Rldge V1ew area~ is a narrow and curved 

two-lane street Without sldewalks~ The condit1ons for pedestr1-

ans are unsafe and the record clearly shows that to be one of 

the principal reasons for this complaint. 

Defendant hae supplied transportation for school 

ch1ldren ln the R1dge V1ew area, but upon the openlng of the 

Marshall Elementary School, in January 1957, notice was given of 

the 1ntention to discontinue sald service. The servlce was 

temporar11y d1scontlnued but later was re-establlshed. At 

present school transportation service between the Rldge View 

area and ';'lebster Elementary School is belng furnished under 

contract w1th the San Diego School Board. Th1s serv1ce was 

discontinued at the end of the 1956-57 school term. 

A Commission englneer testif1ed th2.t one bus must be 

added to maintaln the present schedules on Route "Bit 1f the llne 

1s extonded; that a reduction of present ochedules would result 

in addit10nal losseo. He also estimated the populntion of the 

Ridge V1ew area, includ1ng a recent subd1vis1on known as Me11ssa 

Park, to be approximately 1,600 persons; that there 1s a potential 

of ap,roximately 2; bus riders, or a total of 46 one-way fares 

per weekday; that an average of approXimately 52 ch1ldren are 
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uS1ng the present school 'bus serv1ce to and from We'bster 

Elementary School; that the proposed extens10n would return an 

add1tional da1ly revenue, from adult and school fares, of 

approx1mately ')12.50 compared w1th an add1t10nal out-of-pocket 

cost of ~49.00 per day, or an est1mated annual out-of-pocket 

loss of a.pprox1mately ~;ll,OOO.OO. 

EV1dence 1s lack1ng that there 1s a substant1al need 

for persons to travel 'between p01nts on the present "B" route 

and p01nts south of the E1dge V1ew area, or v1ce versa. A need 

eX1sts for some of the reS1de~ts 1n the B1dge V1ew area, adults 

and school ch1ldren, but such need 1s not su'b3tant1a~ nor 1s 1t 

commensurate w1th add1t1onal cost of prov1d1ng the serv1ce. 

The v1ce pres1dent and general manager of San D1ego 

Trans1t System test1f1ed that the annual out-of-pocket cost of 

extend1ng Route liB" to the 1ntersect1on of 47th Street and Federal 

Avenue, and cont1nu1ng to prov1de present patrons serv1ce com

parable with that now a7a1lable, would be ~la,490; that est1mated 

add1t10nal annual revenue result1ng from such extens10n 1s ~2,9S;, 

or a loss of ',15,S;7 per year. Sa1d est1mates were 'based on 

approx1mately 460 homes 1r. the R1dge V1ew and Me11ssa Park areas, 

or a total population of approx1mately 1,610 res1dents. 

Compla1nants f suggest10n that 1ncreased operat1ng costs 

m1ght 'be averted by reduc1ng present serv1ce to a 4S-m1nute or 

hourly headway does not appear reasonable 1n v1ew of the incon

venience of such change to approx1mately 1,000 present da11y 

patrons. 
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Having considered the evidence of record, the 

Commission is of the opinion and finds that publiC conven

ience a.nd nece::;si ty does not req,ulre the estabJ.lshment ond 

operation of the proposed extension of Route "BIt as herein

above set forth. vie also find that the proposed. extens10n 

would materially 1ncrease the expense of operat~ng the sa1d 

llne without compensating revenues, and that such increase 

does no'c apP.9a:o ~o be justified. The complaint will be 

dismissed. 

A publiC hearing haVing been held, the Commission 

being fully advised in the premises and having found facts 

and concluded as hereinabove set forth, 

IT IS CRDEEEO that the complaints of Rldge View 

Civic Associatlon, Rowan C1v~c Club, Le Boy Seckler, 
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Mart1n J. Bouman, Robert Kirk, Abraham Sandler, Theodore 

Z1emkiew1cz, and Freder1ck W. W. Cameron, be1ng Case No. 5907, 

be and they hereby are den1ed. 

The effeet1ve date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

this 

Dated at ____________ ~~~~An~~~J~P~9 ________ , Ca11fornia, 

'1 1-1'1... day of _____ ......-//:.../:..;, .. ".,.:.;;,~".;;:./,~f ______ , 1957. 
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Commiss1oners 

Peter E. Mitchell 
~o=1::::::101lcr.c }f.at th~\\' .. .T. 1""'''1 'W be1ng 
noeo::::::~ri1y nbsent. did not part1cipate 
!n the dizpo~ition or this proceeding. 


