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Decision No. 

EEFOP.E THe PUBLIC UTILITIES COMNISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

JESSE P. GAONA, ) 
) 

Complainant, ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

THE PACIFIC TEIEPHONE tu"'itD TELEGRAPH) 
C0I1PA~1Y" 0. Corporation" ) 

) 
Defendant. ) 

--------------------------) 

Case No. 5947 

Jesse P. Gaon~, in propria persona. 

La.wlor, Felix ~ Hall" by John r·1. Sink" tor 
dofendtmt. 

R030r Arneborgh, City Attorney" by ~hilip E. Grey" 
Deputy C:!. ty Attorney" for the Police DepartLlent 
of tho City of Los Angeles" intervenor. 

Tho complaint" tiled on June 10, 1957, alleges that 

Jesse P. Gaona" has operated a tailoring business at 1055 East 

Vernon Avenue" Los Angeles" California" tor over four years; that 

a.t all t1:rn.es prior to 1'lo.y 3, 1957, the dei'o.o.dant bAd furnished 

complainant with telephone servico at oo.id address; that on or . . 

about May 3, 19$7" the said telephone was removed from said premises 

without complO:-inant t s consent and not as the result of a:ny act or 

acts on compla1nant t s part; that complain~t has requested ot the 

defendant that it restore said telephone service" but detendnnt 

has tailed ~nd refused to do so; that said telephone has not been 

used tor any illegal purpose; and that the telephone is necessary 

to en3.'b~e cO'mplo.innnt to conduct his bu:::inos:::. 
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On June 28, 19$7, the telephone company tiled an 

answer, the principal allog~tion otwhieh W~3 th~t on or about 

May 8, 1957, it had reasonable c~uo~ to bo11ovo th~t tho tolophono 

service furnished to complainant under number ADams 2-8596 at 

lOSS E~~t Vernon Avenue, W~~ bo1r~ or was to be u:ed ~3 an instru

mentality diroctly or indiroctly to viol~te or to aid ~d abet the 

violation ot: the lo.w, and that, ha.ving such reasonable cause, the 

defendant was requi,rec. to d.i::connect the oervice pur:suant to this 

Commissionfs Decision No. 4141$, dated April 6, 1948, in Case 

No. 4930 (47 C~l. P.u.c.853). 

A public hearing w~s held in Lo: A.~goles before ~ner 

Kent C. Rogers on July 29, 1957, and the matter was sub~tted. 

Complainant testit:1ed that he is a tailor and has a shop 

at 1055 Eazt Vernon Avonue, Los Angeles, and a shop at ~o9i 

Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles; that he personally works out 01' tao 

shop at 10$$ East Vernon Avenue which is a single roo~ in whiCh 

he works with two e~ployees; that tor some time prior to Nay 3, 

1957, 0. man whose nrune he does not know h..~d been coming around the 

shop two or three time ~ ~er day; that on x·lay 3, 1957, two officers 

in plain clothos CaIole into tho shop a.bout ,2 p.m., arrested this 

other man, took tho telephone, and =c~ched the place; that the 

police wero thero tor ~ period ot ~bout 1$ ~~nutes, the phone rang 

tloJ'O times and the otticers answered both t'imos; that neither' he 

nor his tailors were arrested; that he does not use the telephone 

tor i11eglll purposes, ~nd thD.t he needs the telephone in his 

busine3S. 

On cro:;s-exa.m1nation the comp1a.1no.nt stated tho.t he 

received two to three telephone calls per week trom customers at 
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the 1055 East Vernon Avenue ~d~c~s, and th~t tho other zhop gotz 

10 to 15 telephone c~ll~ per day; that the name 01" the DUUl who 

comO$ to the shop 1z Black Jack; that ho believes he is 0. bookma.ke,r; 

tho.t it thio man 1: thoro compl:l.1nont let::: him. t nko tho ca.11.::; o.nd. 

that in Blacl-e Jacl-e's absence he simply tells the caller that Elacl-e 

Jack is not in. 

The intervener presented no evidence. 

Exhibit No~ 1 is n oOPY of a lotter trom the Commandor 

o~ tho Administrdtivo Vico Divicion of the Los Anceleo Police 

Department to the tele:phone company advising that the complainant 1 s 

poco of discominating hor:::o rllcing in!or:n1.O.tion in connection with 

oookmaking, ~d requesting that the telephone faoilities be dis

connected. An employee of the telephone company te3ti~ied tr~t 

this letter wa.::: received on 110..:; 8, 19.57, and tho.t a central ottice 

disconnection was effected thereafter. The position of the tele

phone company wa.s tho.t it ha.d o.cted with reasonable cause, o.s tha.t 

term is defined in Decision No. 4lL:~.5, referred to supro., in 0,13-

con..."'lectinz the telephone ser~~ce inasIilUch as it had received the 

letter deSignated as E7~ibit No. ~. 

After full consideration of this record we now find that 

the tele~hone company's action wa~ b~sod upon reasonable cause, as 

that term. is used in Decision No. U4J.5, rei'errod to supra.. 'While 

it might be possible to draw an inference that the complainantfs 

telephone may have been used for illegal purposes, the record in 

this prooeeding does not contain facts upon which the Commission 

could conclude that complainant was engaged in, was directly 

connected with, or permitted the telephone facilities to be used 

for, illegal purposes. 
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o R D E R - - ~ --
The eo~l~1nt of Jesse P. Gaona against The Paeifie 

Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been filed, 

a public hearing having been held thereon, the CO%llm.ission boing 

tully advised in the premises and basing its decision on the 

evidence ot record and the findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that complninnnt f s request ~or restor~tion 

of telephone service be Gr~ted, and that upon the filing by com

plainant or an application tor telephone service, The Pacific 

Telephone ond Telegraph Com,any shall install telephone service at 

the complain~tts shop at 1055 E~st Vernon Avenue, Los Angeles, 

California, such installation being subject to all· duly authorized 

rules and regu~a tions of the telephone company c.nd to th~ existi:og 

applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __________ ~Tn~~~A_~_-_~'_A~ ____________ , Calitorni~, 

thi3 ___ ..... 1 ........ "1_1-_1,"""'-_ day or I'(.:te.;·( (1,,-;; , 1957. 
l 

President_ 

Commissioners 
Peter E. M1 tchcll 

Cc-i .... ionor 5 Vt"tt"'r.w ,I nOQ' A1bo1ng 
_ ... oj.. - t1 1.....nte 

nccc~~orlly Ob5C~t. ~id not ~r c ~ 
~ t~o ~1~~o~1tion ot thiS proceoding • .,.::1 •• ~ .. l., ... 
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