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Case No .. 5953 

THE .. )~~CIF!C T~LB;EO.!l; i'-.L'TD 
TELEGRhFH CO::I.?Al~, 

Defendant. 
--------------------------) 

l~s. H. G. Brunton, for the complainant. 

Lawler, Felix & Hall, by John u. Sink, 
for the defendant. 

Rozer J~rne be:::ogh, C1 ty :~ ttorney, by .,:.Jal ter 
c. Foster, for the Los J41seles Police 
Department, intervener. 

O~INION 
-----~-

The complaint herein, filed on July 1, 1957, alleges 

that Hn~ris G. Brunton reside: nt 625 East Colden.Avenue, Los 

!~ngeles, California.; t)~ t prior to i,Iay 3" 1957:1 cOl'!lplainant 

was a subscriber and user of tele~hone service furnished b1 

defendQnt ~"lder nmlber ?Leasant 6-4132 at 62$ ~ast Colden hvenuo, 

Lo~ i.ngolcs, California; th~t on or about ~y 3, 1957, the 

'telephone facilities of complainant were disconnected by police 

officers of the City of Los ~\ngeles due to a daughter of 

,etitioner using said tele,hone for bookmakinc, and the said 

telephone fac 111 tie s were di~con.."lec t~d at the ti:.:lo the cOi~plE:.in t 

herein w~s filed; that compla~~~"lt hcs made demand upon the 
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c. 59$3 - • • 
defend~nt to have said telephone r~cilities restored but 

QefenQc~t has refused, :nd does now refuse to restore said 

t~c111t1es; that the complalnant has suffered and will sutfer 

irroparablo injury to his reputntion ~~d ere~t hcrdship ~s a 

result of being deprivod of said telephone facilitiesj and thst 

com,la1n~t did not use ~~d does not now intond to use said 

telephone fncilities as an instrument to violate the law or in 

aiding or abetting such violation. 

On July 15, 1957, by Decicion No. 55259 in Case No. 

5953, this Co~1ssion issued an order directing the telephone 

com~any to restore telephone service to complainant ,endL~ a 

':.'loo.rinc; on the IllS. tter. 

On July 29, 19$7, tho telephone cOwpany filed an 

ar.;swer, the principal allegation of which was that on or about 

i'~.j 8, 1957, it had reasonable cause to believe that the 

telephone service furnished to cocplainant under number PLymouth 

6-4132 at 625 Zoot Colden Avenue , Los Angeles , Cali~ornia, was 

be5.ng or was to be used as an i:lstr~onto.lity di't"ectly or • 

indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the violat1on of the 

law; and that haVil1g such reasonable cause , the defendant was 

required to dizconnect service pursuant to this Commission's 

Decision 1[0. 41415, dated Ap:ril 6, 1948, in Ca.se No. 4930 

(47 Cal. ?U.C. 853). 

A public heo.ritlg WD.Z held 1..~ Los A.."'lgeles be~ore 

:Xam1ner Xent C. RObers on August 20 , 1957, and the matter vms 

submitted. 
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~,h-s .. H. G. Brunton testified that she is the wife of 

the com~'lnina.nt, Ha:r-:r-is G. Brun.ton; that she and ivlr. !3:r-unton 

had ~een residing at 625 East Colden Avenuo~ Los Angeles, for 

D.pproximo.to1y six years prior to 'thy ,3" 1957; teat she D.nd 

complaina.nt ho.ve 0. dauGhter, thirty Ytlars of age~ who is 

married and livec apart from tho complainant and the w1tnes~i 

that this daughter visits the cor.lplo.1nant's home occasiorullly; 

that app~oximately four days prior to ~y 3~ 1957~ the witness 

went for a vlsi t and left her dauGhter at 62'; :8ast Coldel'l Avenue; 

th t h ' 'd 1 1 t h i i d h b t t' t 'ne 0. er .1US can , COl':lP 0. na."l ere:1, rel:lB. ne orne u no. 

works i'rom 8 a.m. or eo.rlier in the :.lorn1ns, to 7:30 or 8 at 

night; that on l\fJaY ,3, 19,57, the witness arrived horne at 

approXiMately 10:30 a.m." that her daughter was in the house 

but her husband was absent; that the witness went outside the 

house tor approxirna. tely one hour and CCl..llle back in to tal:e a 

shower; that her daughter v.ras in the den where the telephone i~ 

located; that ~,n 3.~proxima.toly one hour thereafter, 0:' about 

12:30 ~.m., the r.itness was in the dining roo~, police otficor~ 
. 

broke in the door, rewovcd the telepho~e and arrested the 

dauc;hter; tho. t the "'/i tness a sked '~he police officers why they 

broke tho door and they inforaed her that her daughter '''70.:: using 

the telephone for bool-ano.l:inG purposes; th~t the witness's 

daushter told th.e :?olice officers tho.t the witness knew nothing 

about any boolano.!<1nc cctivitie~; and t;:'\~t the daughter was 

arrestod and the tcle,hone re~oved. ~te witnoss further stated 

ths.t she did. not l~now thct the tele,.,hone was being used for 

i11egc.l pur,o ne sand t:.'la t she vlill cee to it· 'CM tit 1 s not u:::ed 

,-
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for illegal ,urposes in the future. 

I .. Los Angolos police officer testified tha.t tho l,olice 

de~?o.rtmont wo.$ infortled tMt bookmaking activities were being 

cone.'Jctcc. over cOl':lp1c.inn~"lt' s tele,hone, nUi",1ber PLYIllOU'ch 6-4132; 

tb..'lt on day 3, 1957, ho o.nd some other officers went to the 

vicinity of complainrult's ho~e, that the witne~s called 

complainant's telephone numb¢r .?Lyr.louth 6-4132 and placed a horso 

race bet v~th a woman who &llswerod t~e tele9ho~e; tbat thereupon 

the witness and two o'chor officers Vlent to the complailUnt t s 

recidence; that they entered and found therein ~~s. H. G. Brunton 

and Co j~s. Judy HarriS, ",ho is :~Irs. Brunton's daughter; th.'lt 

while tho officers were thore the telephone rang on several 

occasions and the c.'llling party would bang up when a male voice 

answered; tho.t on one occasion the witi.'loSS answered the telephone 

a.nd \"las :;iven 0. !lorse ro.ce bot ovor tho telephone; that on the 

table by tho telephone was a National Daily Reporter scratch 

sheet and records of a~out five days' horse race bets; that the 

dau~htor 1nfor~ed the w~tness thct she had been taking bets at 

the locctiou tor cbout two days, and thct her'mother had nothing 

to do VIi th the boola:la!~ing; thclt tho daughter reeeived ~:;12S !>or 

week tor recording bets; that the officer found 'votti4'lS marlters 

do.ted the day of the arrest and for previous da~s; and that the 

daughter was arrested and the telephone was removed. 

Exhibit i!o. 1 is a copy of a letter from the Commander 

of the Aw~1nistrative Vice DiVision of the Los ~~geles City ?olice 

Depart~ent to tho telephone company, adVising the telephone 

coopany that the complain~~t's telephone, ?Lymouth 6-4132, wns, 
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on liIay 3, 1957, being usee. t'or the yurpose of disseminating 

horse r~cing info~ation which i~ being used in connection with 

bool~nking; that the telephono had been removed; ~~d requesting 

th~t the telephone company disconnect tele,hone services. A 

telephone company employee testified th~t this letter was received 

on liTay 8, 1957, and a centrc.l office disconnection was eft'ected 

pursuant to that request. The position of the telephone co~pany 

wc.::: that it had acted I'rlth reo.son~ble co-use, as t!'lo.t term is 

used in Decision Lio. 4141S, referred to supra, inasmuch as it 

had received the letter desiGnated as Exhibit No.1. 

In the lieht of this rocord, we find th~t the action 

01' tho tele,?ho~'le company \'l::J. s based u,on reasonable cause,ll as 

tha t terl:l is used in j)ec i sion ~·To. 41415, referred to supra. We 

furthor find that tho telo~hone facilities in question were used 

for boolc::lalt:ing purposes a.",d taa t the complainant knew or should 

have kno,m that the facilitiez were being so used. 

ORD:.sR - - - --
The conlplaint of H. G. Brunton against The ?e.citic 

Telephone and Telegraph Cocpany having been filed, a public 

hearing havine been held thereon, the Commission being fully 

advised 1.."1 the !)remises and basins 1'ts decision upon the evidence 

o£ rocord" 

IT IS ORDE!@ that complaina.nt l s request fo!' restoration 
o~ telepho~e service be denied and thct the said complaint be 

by Decision No. 55259 in Ca.se l~o. 5953 is hereby set asido and 

vo.co.ted. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDE~ that ~pon the expiration of 

thirty days ntter the effective date of this order, the complainant 

herein ~3y tile an ap,licat1on tor telephoae service and, it 

such filing i::: ~;lade, The ."acific Telephone ai.'ld Telegro.ph COli'J.O.pny 

shall inst~ll tole,hone servico ~t complo.inant'c residence at 

625 EOost Colden ,j~ven1.4e, Los ,Angeles, California, such installation 

being su~ject to all duly authorized rules ~d roeulations ot 

the tolc,ho~e com,any and to the ex1:::tinB ap,licnble law. 

~he ette~tive date ot this order shell be twenty days 

atter the do.te hereof. 

Da to d 0. t I:os A.~geZe: , California, this 

c3 '--I- ~t..... day ot -..;i~~~~--


