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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI~IES COW~ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

W. H. BROCKMANN, 

Complo.1nc.nt, 

vae. 

SMITHSON SPRINGS WATER CO., 
a corporation, 

De~endant. 
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------------------------------) ) 
InvQstigation on the Commission's ) 
own motion into the practices, ) 
operntio~, management~ contracts, ) 
charges~ extensions and water ) 
supply of the SMITHSON SPRINGS ) 
WATER COMPANY, a public utility ) 
water eorporation opo~&t1ng in tho ) 
County of San Bernardino, California. ) 

------------------------------) 

Case No. 5720 

Case No. seo, 
PETITION FOR MCDIFIC~ION 

Baymo~sL~~,ur Young and Carl Harrine:ton, in 
pro~ri~ ~~rsonae, petitlonors. 

Ja.mes G. Sl:7.ield~, tor the Commission eta!!. 

OPINION C~ REHEARING ---
By Decision No. 54551, eatod February 19, 1957, this 

COmmission" among other th1rigs, determined the service area or the 

S~ithson Springs Water Comp~y ~r.d ordered the company to notify two 

consumers whose properties are outside this service area that services 

to them would be disconnected. Under date of April 26, 1957, Raymond 

Arthur Young petitionod for rehearing, alleging that this decision 

adversely affected his interest and that of Carl Harrington, the two 

consumers concerned. 
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Under date of May 28~ 1957, this Commission issued an order 

reoponing the matter and subsequently, on July 31~ 1957, the Smithson 

Springs Water Company tilee ~ petition roquGstir~ mo1ific~tion of the 

order of Decision No. 54551, supr~. That order provides that respond­

ent water company shall establish no new services except haulage 

service nunle~s and until such request is approved by formsl order 

of. this Commission upon a sufficient showing by respondent or an 

~ple water supply tor the additional services requested". Apparently 

this provision applies to property inside the service area as well 

as to property outside such area. 

A public hearing was held on September 19, 1957, in 

Los Angeles before Co~~iss1oner Ray E. Untereiner and Examiner 

Grant E. Syphers, at which time ovidence was adduced and the matter 

submitted. 

At the hearing~ testimony was presented by Messrs. Young 

and Harrington concerning tho property on which they now reside. 

This land, which is loca~ed to the west of the southerly pcrtion of 

the certiticated area of the Sm1thcon Springs Water Company, was 

originally purchased in 1935 by Mr~ Burrington. On January 1, 1939~ 

Earr1ngton entered into a cor.tract with one Mondorf under the terms 

of which Harr1n~ton was to receive water from Mondor~ 1n exchange tor 

a consideration of $2$0. Subsequently theroto, the water company 

was formed and the Smithson Springs Water Company i3 th~ ~uccessor in 

interest thereof. 

About twelve years ago Harrington installed a pipe and has 

been getting water through this p1pe since that time. 

The petitioner Young purchased part or Harrington's land 

about two years ago and has been receiving water service thereon 

-2-



e 
C-5720, 5803 GF 

until sometime after March, 1957, when his meter was taken out and 

the water shut off by the defendant water company. Harrington still 

is getting water through Q meter. 

It should be noted that the defendant water company d1d not 

appear at this hearing although notioes theroof were duly sent to 

that company. The foregoing testimony was not controverted and indeed 

it was confirmed by the exhibits ontered in the prior proceedings 

leading to Decision No. 54551, supra. Upon this record, thererore~ 

we f1nd that the petitioners Young and Harrington are ent1tled to 

rece1ve water service from the defendant company. 

Other witnesses appeared at the hear1ng who are owners or 

property in the ce:'ti.f~.cated eres. of the cornpo.nyt> These witnesses 

test1fied that tho co:npa~.y does not and will not furnish water serv1ce 

to thom even though their property is within the service area. 

In Decision Nc .• 54551, supra" we held thtlt. "the Taylor 

meter, the complainontfz service connection" and the Grettenberg~ 

Tri:nble meter are in the rC3pond~nt' s service area •• 0" The ev1dence 

herein discloses th~t the Grettenberg-Trimble meter 1s one through 

which ws.ter is furnishcc:. to two rc.ther large ranch propert1es which 

are ent1rely outside of the ser7ice arca~ The ev1denoe further 

1ndicates that these ranch properties receive the largest share of 

water from the w~ter company. 

It is u basic rule of uti11ty law that a ut111ty must ~crve 

all customer$ with~ it3 service area to the reasonable limit of its 

facilit1es. In the instant situation it now appears that the Smithson 

Springs Water COMP~Y is refusing to t~ko any stops to prov1de servico 

to customer~ in it$ cor.tir1cc.t~d ar~o end ~t tho same time is rurnish­

jng large amo~ts or wcter to acustomer outSide the s~rvico a~cc • 
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Aooordingly, we now rind that the detendant water company 

shall first provide service to users in its oertificated area and 

sh~ll provide for the roasonable demands of such consumers within its 

service area by maintaining not less than 300,000 gallons in storage 

when furnishing water to the Grettenberg-Tr~ble meter. When water 

storage is less than 300~OOO gallons, then the d~tendant company 

sha.ll oease supplying V'To.ter to the Grettenberg-Trin:.b1e meter. 

In order to effectively carry out the provisions ot this 

order~ and in conformity with the petition of the defendant wnter 

company. paragraph (4) ot the order ot Decision No. $4$$1 will be 

set aside and vac~t0d. In other words the company will be permitted 

to serve all con:~cr: ~ith1n 1ts certificatod area in accordance 

with the existing l~w. 

ORDER ON REHEARING 

Dec1sion No. 5Ll.551~ dated February 19, 1957, having been, 

issued, a petition tor re~ear1ng having been tiled and an order 

grant1ng rehearing hav~ng been 1c5ued, public hearing having been 

held thereon~ and tho Cccmission Qeing t~lly adv1ced in th~ premises~ 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That tho certif1catod a~ea of the S~ithson Spring~ Water 

Compc:'lY n:; doscribod in Appondix A of Docision ~o. 5L~551, supra, 3ha1l 

be enlarged to include the NE~ of the NW~ of Section 19, T4N, R7W 

S.B.B.&M. 

(2) That the Grettenberg-Trimb1e propert1es are hereby declared 

to be outside the service area of the Smithson Springs Water Compa.ny 

:?nd when wo.t>9r in storage sho.ll ba 103$ than :;00,,000 gallons, se7.'vice 
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to the Grott~nborg-Tri~blo m~t0r shall b~ discontinu0d in ord~r that 

the utility may first meet the normal reasonable demands of all 

consumers within its serv1ce area. 

(3) That paragraph (4) of the order of Decis10n No. 54551 be 

and it hereby is set aside and vacated. 

(4) That the Smithson Springs Water Company shall be restricted 

to furnishing water serv1ce w1thin its presently authorized service 

area boundaries only, except as provided 1n this dec1sion and in 

Decision No. 54551. 

~~cept as hereinbefore modified, DeCision No. 54551, supra, 

shall remain 1n full torce and effect. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereoto 

Dated at ___ s_:m_Fr:l.n_._~_sc_o ___ , California, this 114 
day of -'llnd/Yn/YA) 

Commissioners 


