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Dec1s1or.. No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIPOBNIA 

In the Matter of the App11cat1on of ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and LOS ) 
ANGELES and SALT LAKE B.A ILROAD ) App11cation No. ;;46 
COMPANY for approval of agreement ) 
for j01nt term1nal fac1l1t1es in ) 
10 s Angeles, Ca11fornia. ) 

E. D. Yeomans, for applicant. 

George W. Ballard, for the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
F1remen and Eng1nemen and the Brotherhood of 
Ra1lroad Trainmen; T. M. Chubb by Thomas V. Tarbet, 
for the Deportment of Public Ut1l1ties and Trans
portation of the C1 ty of los Angeles; O. B. !Vi 1 tchell, 
for the Brotherhood of Locomot1ve Engi~eers; Cnarles 
H. La~, for Sw1tchmen's Union of North America, 
APt:C ,Los Angeles Central Labor COUl1C1l; 1nterested 
part1es. 

t. E. Hull, for the Commission staff. 

o PIN ION -----.. ......... 

By order dated August 20, 1957, the above proceed.1ng was 

reopened "for the purpose of determining whether Decision No. 18593 

d~ted July 8, 1927, Dec1sion ;8108 dated July 27, 1945, and 

Dec1s1on No. 40975 dated December 1, 1947, should be rescinded, 

z.ltered or amended in whole or 1n part. II 

A publiC hear1ng on the 1nstant order was held on 

November 18, 1957, 1n Los Angeles, before Examiner Orent E. Syphers, 

at wh1ch time evidence was adduced ane the matter subm1tted. 

This reopening was occasioned due to informal complaints 

which have been made relative to xhe operat1on of the Southern 

Pac1f1c fre1ght trains on Alameda Street between College Street on 
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the north, and East 15th Street on the south. Decision No. 1859), 

dated July 8, 1927, so far as it relsted to the specific matter 

herein under considerat1on, required the Southern Pacific Company 

to abandon and discontinue passenger and freight train serv1ce over 

its tracks on Alameda Street between College Street and East 15th 

Street, "excepting only industrial freight-switching service during 

hours hereinafter to be prescribed by proper authority ••• " 

Declsion No. 38108, dated July 27, 1945, permitted the Southern 

PacifiC Company to make certain types of fre1ght and swi t<ching move

ments over these tracks , the order describing the type of movements 

permitted and the hours during which they might be conducted. 

Decision No. 40975, dated December 1, 1947, further amended the 

requirements as to'the train movements that may be made over the said 

tracKS. 

Testimony presented by the railroad disclosed that since 

December 1, 1947, certain changes affecting the train operations on 

Alameda Street have come about. The Central Station Yard on Alameda 

Street between 4th and 6th Streets was retired 1n 1956. The effect 

of this was to reduce switching operations on Alameda Street. Addi

tionally) the Los Angeles Ice and Cold Storage Company has discon

tinued the operation of its plant on Alameda Street 1n the general 

vic1nity of 4th Street and the train operations occasioned by that 

plant now have been el1minated. Furthermore) the Puente by-pass l1ne 

has been constructed by the Southern Pac1fic Company and this has 

tended to divert some traffic from Alameda Street. F1nally, it was 

contended that there has been a general decline 1n carload traffiC 

1n the vicinity. Exhib1t No. ) shows the number of tra1n movements 

in quest10n during the montn of October 1957 dur1ng certain 

des1gnated hours. 
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So tar ~s the vehicular tr~fie is concerned, it was 

testified that this likewise has been reduced on Alameda Street 

since 1947. This has been occasioned principally by two changes: 

(1) most industries now are operating on a five-day week whereas 

formerly thoy were operating six days a week, and (2) the freeways 

have diverted vehicular traffic from this area. 

The railroad witness further testified that there have been 

but four accidents to railroad employees in the area in question dur

ing the past 15 ye~3. None ot these has been fatal. 

The City of Los Angeles presented studies or vehicular 

traffic over the street area in question, whiCh studies are summar

i'zed on Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2. 

The railroad, by Exhibit No.4, submitted suggested c~ges 

so as to permit the train movements to conform to modern conditions 

and the statf of the Co.mmi!lsion, by Exhibit No. S, submitted similar 

suggestions • 

It was the position ot tho union reprosentatives that 

during the past few years there have been frequent informAl com

plaints alleging that the ra.ilroad has violated the provisions of 

Decision No. 40975 supra.. Accordingly it was requested that a full 

and complete investigation of these intormal complaints be made prior 

to considering a revision of Decision No. 40975. The railroad and 

the stoff representatives took the oosition that'the decision should 

be clarified inasmuch as it is difficult under the present wording 

to know what was intended and there has been much confusion result

ing therefrom. Therefore, it was contended that a formal investiga

tion would serve no purpose unless and until the meaning of the 

existing order is clarified. 
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A consideration of all of the evidence adduced here1n leads 

us to conclude and we now f1nd that the prov1sions of Decis10n No. 

40975, supra, should be clar1fied. This will be done in the ensuing 

order. 

In the light of this record that there have been but four 

injuries in the last 15 years, and due to the content10ns that the 

present order is ambiguous, the request for an order of 1nvest1gation 

as to alleged v10lat10ns of Dec1sion No. 40975, supra, will not be 

granted at this t1me. 

o R D E R ----..-

An order of reopening as above entitled hav1ng been issued, 

a p~~11C hearing having been held thereon, the Com~1ssion be1ng fully 

advised in the premises and good cause appear1ng, 

IT IS HEREBX ORDERED that the Southern Pac1fic Company 1s 

author1zed to deviate from the provisions of cond1t10n :3 of the order 

in Dec1sion No. 18593 (30 C.R.C. 162) as follows: 

(1) Southern Pac1fic Comp~y may make through moveffients of l1ght 

eng1nes or of cuts or strings of cars (l:),ot 1ncluding through or local 

trains) on Alameda Street 7 Los Angeles, between College and East 15th 

Streets) provided: 

a. No such movements of l1ght eng1nes or cars shall 
be made between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 9 a.m., 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., or between 
the hours of 4 p.m. and 0:45 p.m., provided that 
deviation from this provision, as 1t perta1ns to 
the movement of light eng1nes, 1s author1zed upon 
obtaining specific authority from the Ch1ef Engineer 
and General 'Manager of the Board of Public Ut111t1es 
and Transportation of the C1ty of Los Angeles or h1s 
duly authorized representative and except as prov1ded 
in (l)d hereof. 
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b. Not more than 4 such movements, of not to exceed 
20 cars, shall be made between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.! nnd not.more than 1 such movement, of not 
to exceed 30 cars! and !lot more than 1 such movement, 
of not to exceed GO cars, shall be made between the 
hours of 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., provided that no 2 such 
r.lovements shall be made within 10 minutes of each 
other except as provided in (l)d hereof~ 

c. Such movements may be made as necessary between 
the hours of 6:45 p.m. and 6:30 a.m., provided 
that no cuts or str1ngs of cars shall exceed 
40 1n number 7 1nclud1ng the caboose. 

d. In addition to the hours specified in (l)c hereof, 
on Satu~days, Sunday ° , ~nd RO~~d~yO, ouoh movomento 

may De made as necessary between the hours of 6:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m., provided t~t no 2 such movements 
sha22 be made within ~o minutes of each other and 
that not more than 30 cars including the caboose 
shall be moved in anyone cut or string of cars. 
For the purposes of thls p~ragraph and paragraph 
(2)b, Holidays shall be: New Year's Day, 
Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Fourth of Ju1y, 
Labor Day, Thanl<sgivlng Day, and Chr1stmas. 

(2) Southern PaCific Company, in the performance of industrial 

switching serv1ce 1n the distr1ct on Alameda Street between College 

and East 15th Streets, Los Angeles, shall operate as follows: 

a. Sw1tching operat1ons may be conducted as 
necessary between the hours of 6:45 p.m. and 
6:30 a.~., provided t~~t no switching operations 
shall be conducted between the hours of 6:30 a.m. 
and 6:45 p.m. except as provided in (2)b hereof. 

b. In addition to the hours spec1f1ed in (2)a 
hereof, on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays, 
as def1ned in paragraph (l)d hereof, industrial 
switching may be. conducted as ~ecessury between 
the hours of 6:30 a.m. and ) p.m., provided 
that no sWitch1ng shall be conducted between the 
hours of 3 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. 

(3) w~en especially urgent movements are 1nvo1ved, the Board 

of Pub11c Utllit1es and Transportation may grant spec1al permiss10n 

upon request. 

(4) No cut 1n excess of f1ve cars shall be operated along 

Ala.meda Street unless air lsconnected and operat1ve throughout the 

entire length of the cut. 

-5-



A. 3346 MK 

Except when shunting cars incident to sw1tching operat1ons, 

cars shall not be pushed ahead of locomot1ves. 

(6) All operat1ons in sald district shall be subject to and 

li~1ted by the terms and provis1ons of the applicable c1ty ord1nance, 

and. such other provis1ons as may be agreed upon 'between app11cant 

and the Board of Public Utilit1es and Transportation of the City of 

Los Angeles. 

(7) T1me spec1f1ed herein shall be standard time or day11ght 

sav1ng t1me, whichever may be in effect. 

The effect1ve date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

, California, this 

da.y of 


