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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Commission's ) 
own motion into the operations, ) 
rates, and practices of RP.Y and ) 
EARL SUMMERS, co-partners, doing .) 
business as NORTH COAST TRANSPORT. ) 

Case No. .5973 

Earl Summers and Ray Summers, on behalf of themselves, 
as respondents. 

Hector Anninos and A. J. LIon, on behalf or the 
COmmission start. 

OPINION ---.-..-_ ... 

On August 27, 1957, the CommisSion iS3ued an order of 

investigation into tho operations, rates and practices ot Ray Summers 

and Earl Summers, co-pnrtners, doing business as North Coast 

Transport. Th.e purpose or this invest1gation is to determine whether 

respondents have violated Section 3667 of the Public Uti11ties Code 

by charging, demanding, collecting or receiving a lesser compensation 

tor the transportation or property than the app11cable rates pre

scribed by the Comm1s~1on's M1n1mum Rate Tariff No.2 (dealing with 

general commodities). 

A public hearing was held on November 13, 1957, at Eureka 

before Examiner William L. Cole, at which time the matter was 

submitted. 
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At the time o£ the hear 1Zlg, representat1ves of the 

Comm1ss10n's Rate Branch and Fiold Section testified on behalf of 

the Commission staff. Mr. Ray Summers tost1t1e-d on behalf or the 

respondents. From the ev1dena& introduced" it appears that various 

v1olat1ons have occurred. These violations resulted princ1pally 

because respondents did no'c assess oft rail rates w1th respect to 

var10us shipments of lumbeJ:', the points of origin or destination 

of which were located off rail. In some 1nstances, the v10lations 

occurred because respondents did not assess the necessary surcharge 

to their transportation ehs,rges. 

Based upon the evidence 1ntroduced~ the Commission hereby 

finds and concludes that the following facts exist: 

During the period from April through December 1956, 
respondents, doing business as North Coast Transport, operated as a 

radial highwa.y common carr1,er pursuant to a. permit issued by the 

COmmission. During this pe:l:'iod of t1me" respondents had 1n their 

possession the CommiSSion's Minimum Rate Tariff No.2" together 

with all supplements and additions thereto. Likewise" during this 

period ot time" respondents transported certain shipments ot lumber 

which are more particularly described below. 

Further relevant facts pertaining to these shipments~ 

which the Commission hereby finds, together w1tn its conclusions 

concElrn1ng the correct min1m.um charges tor such shipments~ are set 

.forth 1n the fol10wi ng t&blf:): 
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Re,1.l
h~ad 

Ra,1l-(2) 
hea.d 
Infor
:m.a.t1on 

Chs.rge(4) 
Asse s ... 

sed 
by Freight 

Bill 
No. 

Point 
of 

Origin 

Ir..tor- Point 
m~tion of 

at Deoti
Origin nstion 

at 
Desti.. (:~) 
nation WAight 

R4.=!- Correot 
spon- Minimum 
dents Charge 

~68 

2'~~ 
2.515 
2.526 
280;3 
2834 
28$2 
2846 
287$ 
2892 
2732 
2753 
2782 
2872 
2921 
29lili 
29$5 
2990 
2992 

~j19/..56 Fortuna 
5/13156 Piercy 
5/21/56 Carlotta 
5/2U/56 Inglewood 
5/28/56 Myers Flat 
9/ 8156 Fortuna 
9/251$6 Inglewood 

101 2/56 Carlotta 
9/29/56 Fortuna. 

10/12/56 Fortuna 
10/l9/56 Fortuna 
8/ 9156 Fortuna 
8/1.5/56 Fortune. 
8/28156 Fortuna 

10/11/56 Carlotta 
1C/)1/S6.Fortuna 
ll/1~!56 Fortuna. 
12/1 1$6 Fortuna 
12/1 /56 Fortuna 
12/18/56 Fortuna 
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Ol:l 
on 
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Oakland orr 
Anaheim oft 
Torrance off 
Napa off 
Albany on 
Ventura orf 
Hayward off 
Oxnard oft 
L. A. off 
Inglewood off 
L. A. oft 
L .. A. ort 
So. S.F. oft 
Fairfax oft 
Long Beach orr 
Inglewood oft 
L. A. oft 
L. A. oft 
Pomona. oft 
L. A. off 
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(1) "Onn indicate s t;ha t p01nt of origin is on railhead. 
"orr" indicates th.at point ot origin is oft ra.ilhea.d. 
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• • -. • :. 

• 
• • · • • 
• 

,-
•• • 

• - -
· • • • • 

(2) "On" indica.tes that pOint of destina.tion is on ra11haad. 
"ott" indioates tha.t point ot destination is ort railhea.d. 

(3) Weight 1.n pounds. 

(4) The ~ounts collected by respondents tor the tra.nsporta
tion were the same amounts th~t were charged by them. 

Based upon the foregoing facts~ the COmmission hereby tinds 

and concludes that respondents violated Seotion 3667 of the Public 

Utilities Code by charging alld collecting a lesser compensation tor 

the transportation of lumber than the applicable minimum rates pre

scribed by the Commission rel;iul ting in total underoharges amounting 

to $3$9.89. Respondents' operating rights will be suspended tor a 

period ot five days and they will be ordered to colleot the under

oharges hereinabove round. Reapondents will also be directed to 

examine their records from th,e period January l~ 19S6 to th.e present 

time in order to determine if any additional undercharges have 

occurred and to tile wit~ the Commission a report setting forth the 
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additional undercharges, it any, they have found. Respondents will 

also be directed to coll~ct any such additional undercharges. 

o R D E R -- ---

A public henring having been held in the above-ent1tled matter 

and the COmmission being f~~ly informed therein, now therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the radial h1ghway common carrier pe~1t issued to 

Ray Summers and Earl Summers, co-partners, dOing bus1ness as North 

Coast Transport" is hereby isuspended tor :rive consecutive days 

starting at 12:01 a.m. on tlle second Monday following the effective 

c.ate hereof. 

2. That Ray Summers and Earl Summers, co-partners, doing business 

as North Coast Transport, shall post at their terminal and station 

facilities used tor receiv1n,g property from the public for trans

portat1on;? not less than five days prio.r to the beg1nning of the 

suspension period .. a. not1ce 'CO the public stating that its radial 

b.1ghway common ca.rrier per.m11. has been suspended by the Corm:n1ssion 

for a period of tive days. 

3· That Ray Summers and :!arl Summers" co-partners, doing bus1nes3 

as North Coast Transport, shs.ll examine their records ~or the period 

from January 11 1956 to the present time tor the pUrpose of ascer

taining it any additional undercharges have occurred other than those 

mentioned in this deciSion. 

4- That within siXty days atter the effective date of this 

dec1sion~ Ray Summers and Earl Summers. co-partners, doing business 

as North Coast Transport, shall tile with the Commission a report 

oetting torth all undercharge~1 found pursuant to th.e examination 

here1na.bove reo,uired by paragt'aph 3. 
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5. TbAt Ray Summers ll'Ild Earl Su.rm:ners, co-pa.rtners, doing 

'ous.1ness 8S North Coast Tran~lport, are hereby directed to take such 

action 8S may be necessary to collect the amounts of undercharges set 

chArges round .a.!"ter the eXIiUU1.nat:1.on req,u.:1.red by parra.graph :3 or th1.s 

order~ Qnd to notify the Commission in writing upon the consummation 

of such collections. 
6. That in tho event ·cha.rges to be collected Q.sprov ided in 

paragraph 5 of th1s order, or any part thereof, r0main uncollected 

ninety days atter the etfective date or this order, Ray Summers and 

Earl Summers, co-partners, dcing bus1ness as North Coast Transport, 

shall subm1t to the Comm1ss1on, on Monday of each week, a report of 

the 'Undercharges remaining tc' be collected a.nd specity1ng the action 

t"aken to collect such cha.rges: a.nd the result of such a.ction, until 

such charges have been collected in full or until further order of 

the Commission. 

7. The Secretary of tl:~e Commission is directed to cause 

personal service of this ord~r to be made upon Ray Summers a.nd 

upon Earl SUl':Wors, doing 'busj.ness as North Coast Transport, and 

th1s order shall be effectiv~) twenty days after the completion 0'£ such 

servic0 upon both respondents. 

Dated at San. li'.ro.n~o , California, this /6~ 

day ot%1.Let/~:0./ , 
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