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BEFORE TEE PUELIC UTILITIES COMYISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision No.

MRS. BAYMNOND & GROVEER,
Complainant,
vé.
THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE aND TELEQRAPH
CCEPANY, a corvoration,

case No. 5997

Defendant.

Mrs. Raymond 4. Grover, in Propris persona.

Lawler, Felix & Hall, by Gene Otsea, for the
defendant.

Aobert C. Lynch, Deputy County Counsel, for the
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, ‘
Intervener.

By the complaint herein filed on October 21, 1957, by

Mrs. Raymond 4. Grover of 2853 Hope Street, Huntington Park, Cali-
fornla, it 1s clleged that complainant has reslded for more than
fifteen years last past at the said address; that at all times prior
to September 30, 1957, the defendant had, for a valuable considera-
tien, furnished a telephone service to the complainont's residence;
that on or sbout September 30, 1957, the sald televhone wes removed
from the premises without the permission, consent, or as a result
of sny act or acts on the part of complainant; that complainant has
requested of defendent that the defendant furnish conplainant with
& telephone, but the defendant has refused to do so and still re-

fuses to do so.
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On November &, 1957, the telephone company filed an
answer in which 1t zlleges that aymond A. Grover, prior to Sep-
tember 30, 1957, was a subscriber of telephone service at complain-
ant's address; and that the telephone company, pursuant to Decision
No. 41415, dated ‘pril 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C.
853), on or about September 24, 1957, had reasonable cause to
belleve that the telephone service furnished to said Baymond 4.
Grover under number LUdlow 8-4644 at 2853 Hope Street, Huntington
Park, California, was being or was to be used as an instrumentality
directly or indirectly to violote or to a2id and adet the violation
of the law, and that having such reasoncble cause defendant dis-
continued sald service on September 30, 1957, pursuant to Decision
No. 41415, referred to supra.

A publlc hearing was held in Los Angeles on December 17,
1957, before Examiner Xent C. Rogers.

The complainant is not the subscriber to the telephone
service, the subscriber being Raymond A. Grover. The complainant
testifled generally that she resides at 2853 Hope Street, Huntington
Park; that she 1s employed in the daytime five days per week; that
her husbend, Zaymond A. Crover, works at night; that she has two
caughters, one nineteen years of age who is in college and away from
home, and one fourteen years of age who 1s residing at home; that
complainant is a curriculum consultant in a public school district,
and it 1s often necessary for teachers to telephone complalnant at
her home and at times it is necessary for the school dictrict to be
able to call her for evening work; that on or about Septembér 19,

1957, she went to work in the morning and the telephone was in her
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home, but when she returned at night the telephone was gone; andé
that she found that her husband had been arrested for bookmaking.
The witness further testified thet a telephone is necessary bhecause
of lher employment, and that it is also necessary due to the fact
that her fourtcer-year old daughter 1s at times alone at nights in
the home. Mr. Grover was in court, but all he testified to was that
whatever happened was not the fault of Mrs. Grover and that she needs
& teleprhone in her employment.

L deputy sheriff attached to the Vice Detail of the Log
Angeles County Sheriff's Department testified that on September 19,
1957, he called the telephone number of complainant's home, LUdlow
8-L6LL; that a male voice answered; that he placed a horse racing
bet over the telephone with the man who answered, and was gdvised
by this party to come right over and pay the amownt of the bet; that
he and his partner immediately entered the complainent's premises
at 2853 Hope Street, Huntington Park; that Raymond A. Grover was
a2lone thereln and was seated at a desk in the living room talking
over the telephone, and hed the Mirror-News sport sheet in fromt of
him; that Mr. Grover was talking about races and the horses running
in the races; that the witness identificd himself and arrested
Mr. Grover on a charge of bookmaking; and that Mr. Grover has had a
prelimincry hearing and his trial on the bookmaking charge 1s nend-
ing in the Superior Court.

Exhidlt No. 1 is 2 letter dated September 20, 1957, fronm
the office of the Sheriff of Los angeles County to the defendant,
advising defendant that complainant's telephone number, LU 8-4644,

located at 2853 Hope Street, was on September 19, 1957, being used
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for the purvose of disseminating horse racing information which was

belnz used in connection with bookmaking; that the telephone had

been confiscated; and requesting that the service be disconmected.
&n employec of the telephone company testified that this letter,
Exhibit No. 1, was received by the telephone company on

September 24, 1957, and that a central office disconnection was
effected on September 30, 1957. The Position ol the telephone com-
pany was thet 1t had acted with reasonzble cause as that term 4is
used 1n Decision No. 41415, referred to supre, in discommecting the
telephone service inasmuch as it had received the letter designated
as Zxhidvit No. 1.

After full comsideratlon of this record we now £ind thot
the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause, as
that term is used in Decision No. L1415, referred to supra. We
further find that the telephone furnished to Raymond A. Grover at
2853 FHope Street, Huntington Park, was used as an instrumentality
Lo vioclate the law in that it was used for bookmaking purposes in

comnection with horse racing.

The complaint of Mrs. Raymond A. Grover against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company having been filed, a public hearing
having been held thereon, the Commission being fully advised in the
prémises, and basing its decision upon the evidence of record,

IT IS ORDERED that complainant's request for restoration
of telephome service is denied.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon the expiration of ten days
after the effective date of this order the complainant herein nmay




file an application for telephone service in her own name, and if

such application is mede The Pacifie Telephone and Telegraph Company

shall install telephone service at complainant's residence at
2853 Hope Street, Huntington Park, California, such installation
being subject to all duly authorized rules and regulations of the
telephone ¢ommany and to the exlsting applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at _Sen Francisco , California,
¢
this o s day of //’F*—Ti}@tpﬁ%j¢4L449’ ’ l95jf
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~TPresxdent




