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Decision No • _____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~USSIO~ OF THE STATE JF CAtIFO~~IA 

In the l"'4Stter of the Application of' , )' 
MZRCURY IKTERl~TICNAL SAlES Ju~ SEkVICE ) 
CCMPANY dbe ~lERCUn.Y INl'EaNATIONAL AZRC-' \ 
SERVICES COMPANY, for certificate of 
public conveni~nce and necessity to 
operate a limousine service as a high-' 
way common carri~r of pass~ngers, 
baggage and express between Panorama 
City and Van Nuys, California, on the 
one hand, and Los Angeles Inte'rnatio~l 
Airport, Los Angeles, Califortiia, on the 
other hand. 

In the Matter of the Application of 
AIRPORTRANSIT,. a: corporation, fo'r' the 
extension of its certificates 0'£ 
public convenience and necessity' a.s a 
passenger stage corpo'ration., 

Application 
No. 39459 

Application 
No. 39572 

Donald Murchison for applicant in Application No. 39459~ 
protest~1t in Application No. 39572. Ivan McWhinney for 
applicant in Application No. 39572, protestant in 
Application No. 39459. T. M. Chubb and T. V~ Tarbet 
for the City of Los Angeles, Departll'ent of l'Jolic 
Utilities and Transportation, iG~c~estec paz~y. 
~d G. Bnllcng~r. io~ the Commission's staff. 

o PIN ION 
-- ..... '- __ 1iIIIIIIIIt 

The above-entitled applications were consolidated for 

hearing at Los Angeles before Zxamirier Mark V. Chiesa. Oral and 

documentary evidence having been adduced, the matters were sub

mitted for deciSion. 

Applicants seek authority to operate a motor vehicle trans

portation service for airline passengers between che San Fernando 

Valley and the Los Angeles International Airport. serving between 
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the communities of Panorama ,Ci,ty and Van Nu,Y~) on t~e o-nc hand, and 

said airpo,r.t, on the other 'hand, via Van Nuys .Bouleva2;~ .. Victo't'y 

Boulevard and Sepulveda Boulevard. Airportransit also requests 
, ' .. " 

authority to estAblish an additional si~lar service bccween che 

cities of Glendale and Burbaruc, on the one hand, and said airport, 

on ,the other band., :via a different route, generally along Colorado 

Street, Gol~en S~ate Freeway, AlameQa Avenue, Barham Boulevard, 

Highland Avenue, La. Brea Avenue, La Cienega. Bo\llevard, La. Tijors. , , ' 1/ 
Boulevard an.d M.rpor~ Drive.- Airportransit has requested that 

i't be permitted to serve the entire S4n Fernando Valley and the 

said cities of Glenda12 and Burbank, although pickup and discharge 

of passengers will be restricted 1::0 c'ertain designated places named 

in its tariff. Mercury International Sales and Service Company, a 

:corporation, doing business as Mercury International Acroscrvices 

:Company (hereinafter called lIMercury") on the other hand proposes 

'to restrict its' operation to and from o'ne point in each of the 

'communities' of P'S1'1orama City and Van Nuys. 
Mercury (Application No. 3945'9) is now primarily engaged. 

in the op2ration of travel insurance and generil service ccunters 

at major western" airports. It also provid'es tne air traveler such 

services as hotel and motel reservations 'and Western Union and rent

a-car services, a.nd publishes flight arrival and departure ,sheets 

and airport telepnone directories. This applicant has not to date 
, 

operated as a "passenger stage eorporati'(m~:; 

·rr·~rp~rtransit has not ,designated defini,te" routes ·'as:lt··requests·· 
permJ.SSl.on to operate (o·vcr the most appropriate 'routes r'bctwecn. tb'e 
plac~s proposed to be 'served which at present are tho'se described 
hereinabove. 
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Airportransit (Application 1010.. 39572) now operat~s a 
I '\ .,;. 

passenger stage service for the transportation of airline passengers 
I: ' 

and employees of airlines (a) between :the Los Angeles and Hollywood 
I I ' 

territories, as said territories are described in Appendix A of 

Decision I~o. 55705) and the city 'of Beverly Hills) on the one hand, 

and the Los Ang2les International Airport and the Lockheed Air 
" 

Terminal, on the other hand; and (b) between the West Los Angeles 

a.nd Insl~wood-Hawthome territor:l.es, as said. territories are de

scribed in Appendix A of Decision l"!o. 55705, and the cities of 

Santa Nonica and Culver City, on the one hand, and the Los Angeles 

International Airport, on the other hand; and (c) between the Los 
. '.,'. ' 

, , 

Angeles Internation~l Airport and the Hollywood Park Rac~ Track; 
" ' 

and (d) between the Los Angeles International Airport and Lockheed 
" . 

Air Terminal; subject to certain conditions and restrictions set 

forth in said Appendix A. Airportranslt, under ~ontrac~ with the . . 
various airlines, also transports airline passengers to and from 

• i." 

other nearby airports when weather or other emergency conditions 
I 1 .: ~ f \' , , I j , 

require the use of such facilities. 

Having considered the evidence of record, we find that 
, ;. t ," I ~ I \. It." ,. I" : 

each of the applicants is financially responsible (EXhibits Nos. 
! :;. (" : ~ , ' ,~ ; I, 

2, 2a, 9 and 10), now possessSs or could obtatn the necessary equip-
.1 \ • " 

mont with which to perform the respective services, and also has 

the personnel to conduct the proposed operations • 
• '.' • I' 

Each applicant called witnesses to testify that a public 

need exists for a direct bus service between the' San Fernando 
..... , ' I I ~ I . 

Vallc:y and the Los Angeles .International Airport y and we find that 
, '. _ '. ,' ... : .. ~..!:; .~ ~, ' ,., • C I 

there is a public need for such service. However, the record is 
. '.' :~! .. 0;:1 "'.~'~.: ~ .. ~I~· ., 
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also clear that the number of passengers that may be expected to 

travel between said points of service would not support two com-
, , 

p2ting services such as are proposed by the resp~ctive applicants. 

The d~,stanec between the airport and Panorama Ci,ty is ap,prox.imate1y 

25 mil,as one way, and it is approximately the same distance from 

the airport to Glendale. The president of Airportra:nsit ostimtl.tcd 

that, approximately 125 to 150 persons daily might use the service 
," ., 

his eom~any is proposing, and that with the, numb,er of pr~posed 

schedules ~stimated revenue ~uld just about equal expenses. The 
I. \ , 

evidence also shows that the population of the valley and its in~ 

dustrial and commercial facilities are growing rapidly, indicating 
, " 

an increased future demand for the type of service herein proposed. 

The following data sets forth the basic difference between .' 
the applicants' proposals: 

Mercur.l:, 

Points proposed Panorama City and 
to be served Van Nuys 

Equipment 

OTtJ Fares 
(inc,l. tax) 

Schedules 

~dleage 

3 12"passenger 
~hry~ler Saratogas 

Panorama City $3.00 
Van Nuys 2.50 

11 trips, each way 
between 6 a.m. and 
lO p.m. 

2S miles OVi-one route 

Airportransit 

Panorama. City, Van l'1uys, 
Burbanlt J Glen'dale' 

17 Flexible buses) 2 Sta.tion 
wagons, 4 l2-passcnger 
Chrysler Saratogas~ 

$2.50 to each point 

l8 t~ips each way hourly 
between S a.m. and 
12 midnight 

25 miles OTJ1-Qach route 

The record shows that MQrcury is not now certificated as 

a passenger st~?c corporation. On the other hand, Airportransit 

opera~cs a grou~~ s~rviec for airline passengers serving Los, 

Angeles and, all th~ principal communiti~s in the w~stem po-rtion 
" , 
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·' 
of th~ Los Angeles basin. It employs SS persons, including ~5 

d4'ivers and \3,. hostesses who meet",and assist:: passengers at the 

airport, maintains several terminal,(;faeilities including a largo 

parking area for buses at', tb.ca.i~;,t~rminal and a prirtcipal terminal 

in Los Angeles having a, ,bus1nes.s' office ',' repair shops ~nd ad

ditional parking space. Airportransit .. maintains dispatchers and 

Soon will h~ve radio equipment on its buses: .. ; In 1957 S3C, 76,9 air

line passengers were transported by Airportransit. It has be,en in 

business ,28 years, and airline personn~l testified that its prcs~nt 

services are satisfactory. 

Altho'ugh Mercury's application was the first one filed, 

the Cormnission af,tor considera.tion of the entire record is of the 

opinion and finds that public convenience and necessity require tho 

establishment and operation of a ':passenger staged : service as 

pX'oposcd by Airportransit in Application 1110. 39572. ;Ile also find 

that public convenience and necessity ~o not require the establish

ment of two op~rations between the communities of Panorama City 

and Van Nuys, on tho: one hand~ and the Los Angeles Intc,l.",ational 
• .' ~ " , I 

Airport, on the other hand, and thcrefor~ the applicati~~ of, , 
I, .. ~ ') '. '. I ~ • " 

Mercury, Application NO' .• ::'9459, will be d~nicd. ,: ' 
I ~ ,r~. I 

C ''I D ... \"1 

-~-~~ 

A public hearing having been held, the Commission being, 

fully advised in the premise,S, and havins'~'fo:und that pub-lie conven-

ience and necessity sO' requi;e,,!,d i~:.l\'~,';i:' 
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• 
IT IS Ci.U)EZ~ZD: 

(1) That a certificate,~£..public eonveni~nee a.nd nocossity 
........ 

be and it hereby is gran.ted to"Airportransit, a corporation, author .. 
"', 

izing it to ~stablish and operate .':\s .a ;~passer.gcr stago co·rpor3-
:'J. 

tion", as defined in SectJ.on 226·, of the Public Utilities Code, . , . 
\ I •• I, 

for the transportation of persons between points end over routes 
'''., '.,' ' 

more pa.rticularly set forth in Appendix A, llttachoe hereto and 

made a pa:t hereof, end subject to the conditions and restrictions 

as s~t forth in said Appendix A~ 

(2) That in providin'g.- scrvic~ pursunnt to the certificate 
, I ',1 I,. 

herein granted, there ~ball be.compliance with the following 

scrvic~ regulations: 

a... vJithi~ thirty da.ys aft;;!'& the effective date 
hereof, applic~nt shall file 3. written Soc
ccpt~nco, of' ,the certificate herein granted. 
By accepting the certificate of p~blic con
veni~ncQ,and necessity herein granted, appli
cant is placed on notice thet it will be ~c
quir~d~ aInong other things, to file annual 
reports of' its OPOl:'a.t:i.ons and to comply with 
and observe t~c safety ~~lcs and other regu
lations of the Commission's General Order 
No .. , '93, .' end provide insuro.nc~ protection as 
=equired by Gen~ral Oreer No. 101. Feilure 
tofil'c such reports, in such form a.nd at 
such ".time a.s the Commisoion may dir~ct) or 
to.comply with and obs~rvc the provisions 
of General Ord~r No. 93 and Gener~l Order 
No. 10,1, may result in a cancellation of the 
op~r~tin8 authority granted by this decision. 

b. v]ithin sixty days after the effective date heroof, 
and upon not less than five cays' notice to the 
Commission and the public, applicant shall ~stab-
11sb. the service herein authorized and file in 
triplicate and concurrently matte effective tariffs 
and time schedules satisfactory to the Commission. 
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(3) That Application No. 39459 be and it hereby is denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated at __ S;....:1_n_Fra_n..;.;;ci.;;.;sc..;.,o ____ , California, this 

day of ____ A_P_R_1 L~ __ --,.;;_ 

) 
re~dent-' 

~ nQ~ 

Commissioners' 



• 
APPENDIX A AIr!PO~T:.\ANSIT 

(a corporation) 
Original Page 1 

Ai~portr~~sit, by certificate of public convenience and 

necessity granted in the decision noted in the marein, is authorized . 
to transport persons betw3cn the San Fern~ndo Valley territory, ~s 

said territory is hereinafter dcscri~ed, and the cities of Burbank 

and Glendale, on the one hand, and the Los Angcles Intcl-national 

Airport, on the other hand, subject to the following conditions 

and restrictions: 

a. Applicant shall transport only airline passengers, 
airline employees, and emploY2es of the Depart
ment of Airports of the City of Los Angeles, and 
their baggage. 

b. Applicant shall pick up and discharge passengers 
only at points nnd places to be named in ~ppli
cant IS t$.riff' and situat~d within the terr.~Ltory 
and cities hereinabove n~cd. Initial points of 
pickup and discharge shall be the following: 

10010 :~vcrside Drive, North I~llywood 
a:).cl Burbanlt arc.;:.s ft 

1l:.437 VictOl7 Boulevar~, Van Nuys. 
eS22 Van Nuys Boulevard, Panorama City. 
2.!~2 South Brand Boulevard, Glendale. 

c. Subject to the authority of this Commission to 
ch~nge or modify such passenger stage operation 
a: any time, Airportrans:i.t shall conc!uct said 
op~ration over al'ld along th~ t!lost direct or 
app~opriate route or ~outcs) S~~j2ct, however, 
to local traffic roquircmcnts. 

Issu~d by California Public Utilities Commission 

Decision ~~,., 'Q1~ ) Application.s Nos. 39.!:.5Sl and :'9572 



APPE1WIX A AIl\POaT::w.~S IT 
(a corporation) 

. ' 

" 

Original Page 2 

d. The San F~rnando Valley te'rritory within which Air
portransit is authorized to name picl<:up and discharge 
points is described and bounded as follows; 

3eginning at the intersection of Franklin 
Avenue and i-iestcrn Avenue, thence westerly on 
Franklin Avenue, Hollywood Freeway 3nd Ventura 
Boulevard to Topanga Canyon Boulevard, thence 
northerly on Topanga Canyon Boulevard to California 
Highway No. 118; thence ~.!I.stcrly on California. 
Highway No. 118 to and including th~ City of San 
Fernando) thence southerly on U. S •. Highway No_ 99 
to Los Feliz Boulevard, thcmc2 westerly on Los Feliz 
Boul~val:'d to IjlQstcrn Avenue., then southerly on 
Hestern Avenue to the point of beginning._ 

',' h ~ 

Issued by California ,Public Utilities Commission 

Decision _-...:S;.;..h.:..;;~;;.q.....;...t·(_' __ , Applications Nos • .;,9459 and ~~57.'2 


