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Decision No. __ 5_~'_i(_~;'_h_'~_~_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for authority ) 
to discontinue agency at Colma, County ) Application No. 39843 
of San Mateo, State of California, and ) 
to maintain said station as a nonagency.) 

Harold S. Lentz, for applicant. 
William B. Hanna, for.Henry Doelger Builder, Inc., 

protestant. 
R. E. Ligon, for The Order of Railroad Telegraphers, 

protestant. 

o PIN ION ..... ----~-

By application filed February ... 2f!.,:,1958, Southern Pacific 

Company requests an order authorizing it.to discontinue the agency 

at Colma, and to maintain said station as a Class A nonsgency station. 

It is alleged that under present conditions both the business handled 

and the type of business conducted at,said station do not, and in 

applicant's judgment will not, warrant th~.continued maintenance of 

an agency at said station and that the ge~eral public ean as ade

quately and conveniently be served at. the ,nearby agency of South 
•• "T •. _ , 

San Francisco. 

Public hearing was held in Co1~ on April 15, 1958, before 

Examiner Rowe, at which time evidence botn .. oral and documentary was 
" ~ . 

.:!dduced and the matter duly submitted for .. decision • 
. " 

This for some time has not been. a station where passenger 
!, • ~ ~. 

tickets have been sold, nor is it a train order station or a station 

for the handling of railway express ~r v.Teste:rn Union Company business. 

The accounting functions formerly handled b~.this agent were trans

ferred to the South San Francisco agency.early in 1957. The 
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telegraphers' union and Henry Doelger Builder, Inc., were the only 

protestants. The union offered no evidence but restricted its 

representation to cross-examining applicant's witnesses. Two wit

nesses appeared for the Doelger corporation. They expressed concern ~ 

as to whether they would receive the same efficient service as to 

the spotting of incoming cars if the agency functions should be 

transferred to South San Francisco. The applicant witne~ses testi

fied that this function was now solely performed by the switching 

crews without assistance from the Colma agent. Consequently, moving 

agency functions to South San Frsncisco cen have little effect upon 

the spotting of ineoming freight cars. 

The only lessening of service which will result is that 

less tha~ carload freigh: ci persons situated outside the corporate 

limits of Colma a~d ~ll household goods ~nd personal effec:s can 

co longer be picked up or delivered at the Col~ station. The 

volume of such busi~ess has been small for the last several years. 

Seventy percent of the beyo~d limits freight has been destined to 0= 

received from Sharp Park. In traveling to So~th San Francisco to 

piek up or deliver such f=ei~1t Sharp Park reSidents will be re

q~ired to travel only about 2.2 miles farther. None of these Sharp 

Psrk resident3 eppeared in protest. 

Presently the Colma agent can perfo~ all his agency 

f-..m.ctions which are to be transferred in approximately 15 to 30 

minutes daily_ By closi~g the agency applicant will save approximate

ly $5,000 annually without materially affecting service eo the 

p~blic in thi$ area. 

Froe the evidence 

of an agency in Colma by applicant. 
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A public hearing having been held and the above matter 

having been duly submitted, 

IT IS ORDERED that the Southern Pacific Company is author

ized to discontinue its agency at Colma, San Mateo County, subject 

to the following conditions: 

1. Southern Pacific Company shall continue to maintain 
said station as a Class A nonagency station. 

2. Within ninety days after the effective date hereof, 
and on not less than ten days' notice to the Com
mission and to the public, applicant shall post 
notice of such discontinuance at the station, shall 
file, in duplicate, amendments to its tariffs show
ing the changes authorized herein, and shall make 
reference in such notice and tariffs to this decision 
as authority for the change. 

3. Within thirty days after discontinuance of service as 
herein authorized, applicant shall notify the Com
mission thereof, and of compliance with the above con
ditions. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereOf. 

&n Fr.mCiScO / '!!!' ~ Dated at _________ , California, this /v.£f/t 

Commissioners 

COn:lmi~s1onor ......... ~~ .. ~~.~~~ ...••••.. 9 boing 
noces:::arDy ab~0l'lt. 0.1d '!'lot partici:p3.tOl 
in tho disposition ~f this proceeding. 


