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D~cision No. ------
BEFOP~ Trm PUB~IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

:nv~S:igation concen1ing toilet faciliti~s 
in c~~ooscs of r~ilr03d corporations, pur
suant to Public Utilit!~s Cod~ section 7S14~ Case No. 6017 

Joseph H. C~i~, £0. The Atchison, Topeka 
anITcmta Fe R.Clil't"ay Company, the Union 
P~cific Railroad COmp&1Y, and the Southern 
Pacific CO::l,!?~t'l.y> r~spondents. 

3 .. L .. Vt:.n Dell~~l~ for Th~ '(Ilestcrn Pacific Rail
road Company, respond~ntft 

Gcor~e 'VI .. B~llard, for Brotherhood of RClilroad 
'Xrai:lt':len, AF'L-CIO, and Melvin A. Hilkic, for 
Order of Railway Conductors and Brcl~emen, 
interested parties. 

Eln:er Sj.:)strom and C .. E .. M:f.lne, for the Public 
ttitities Co~ission. 

OPINION - ...... _-----

Public hc~ring was held in this matter on May 8, 1958, in 

Los Angeles befor~ Examin~r Grant Zo Syphers, at which time evidence 

was adduced and the ~atter submitted. 

fo!lows: 
Section 7614 of the Public Utilities Code rcaGs as 

"7G14. It sh~ll be unlawful for any owner or 
operator of a r~ilroad ~nning through or within 
the bound~ries of. the State of California and en
gaged in :hc bueincss of common carrier to operate 
for or tr.~r.$port the public O~ its employees in a 
caboose which is not provided with flush-type 
toilet facilities, or chctrlical type toilct f.::1.cili
tics approved by the commiSSion,," 

It is further provided th~t the Uoperative date of this 

act shall be Jan~ry 1, 195911 (s~e Statutes 1957) chapter 1774) • 
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Under dntc of Decc:lber 3, 1957, this Commission issued 

an order of invest;;"gation "for the purposes of determining 

approved types of f.:lcilities a$ conte:Ilplatcc! by Public Uti1iti(~s 

Cod~ section 7G1L.~, cstablishinz r"J.lcs or proccc'i:ures to facilit~:.tc 

a~nistration of the statutc, and issuir.g such orders as may be 

appropria.te in the lawful CXCT.cisc of the Cot:lm:!.ssion's jurisdiction." 

At the hc~=ins the sta.ff of tha Co~ission introduced 

a proposed general order covering che~ic~l-typc to~!et fac!lities. 

There w~s no opposition to this proposed gener~l order f~om a:y 

of the appca~anceso 

It shocld be noted that under the terms of the stet't;,te 

c~c~ca:-type toilet facilities arc the only ones which arc s~b

jcct to Commissio~ ~,proval. 

In the light of this record, the ~roposed general c=der 

rcco~ended by the staff will be a.dopted. 

An investigation h~vins been instit~ted on the Comcis

sion's o~m motion, public hcaring h.:lving been held thereon, cnc 

the Commission being fully informcd in the premises and hereby find

ing it to be in the ~ublic interest, 

IT IS O?~Er~D that on and after January 1, 1959, the 

rules and regulations attached hereto 8nd designated as Appendix A, 
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shall be in full force and effect and sha.ll be Itnown as General 

Order No. 106. 

The effective date of this order shall b~ twenty days 

e.ft'~r the date hereof. 

this 

Dated ::I.t __ --:=...u,~~"-_____ ) California~ 

17 ~ day of ~ 1958. 
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Appendix A 

PUBLIC UT!LITIES COMMISSION 
OF T}re STA7E OF CALIFOEU~A 

GENE~~ O?~E~ NO. 106 

RULES Al~ ~~GULATIONS GOVE1~~!NG TI{E INST,\LLAT!ON OF CrmM!CAL
TYPE TOILET FAC!LI~!2S IN COMMON ~~~E~ RAILROAD CABOOS2S 
USED FOR THE '!'RANSPO~TATION OF THE PUBLIC OR EMPLOYEES. 

Approvcd;....-._J_U_N_1_ .... _, _19..;..58~ ____ • Effectivo January 1, 1959. 
r::.." •. ~ ..• .: . .t) Authorized by D~eision No. ___ ~_'~_)'_~_ •. _;·~_' _____ , in Case No. 6017. 
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Appendix A 

It is Ordered by the Public Utilities Commission of the 

State of California that on and after January 1, 1959, the instal

lation and maintenance of chemical-type toilet facilities in common 

carrier railroad cabooses used in the transportation of the public 

or employees shall conform to the minimum rules and regulations 

hereinafter prescribed. 

Section I - Type of Installation 

1.1 The containers of chemical-type toilets shall be charged with 

a caustic chemical solution of proper strength and their 

contents shall be agitated as necessary when in service. 

1.2 ~fuen containers are more than two-thirds full the contents 

thereof shall be disposed of such as by burial or into a 

public sewer system. 

1.3 Containers shall be constructed in a manner that will prevent 

the caustic chemical solution therein from splashing upon any 

portion of the body of the person using the facility during 

any movement of a caboose likely to occur in usual train 

operations, including slack action. 

l.~ The stacks connecting the scats with the containers of 

chemical-type toilets shall be cleaned as necessary to main~ 

tain tbem in a sanitary condition. 

Section 2 - General (Chemical-Type Toilets) 

2.1 The enclosure of every toilet room shall be of solid construc

tion from floor to ceiling and shall have ~ solid door or 3 

door ~th nontransparent lights. 
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2.2 The 't-1alls .!lnd ceilings of every toilet room shall be of suit

able non-absor.bent m~te~ial and have ~ light-colored-water 

rop¢llone £inish ~e lenae equal eo that of a good quality paint 

or varnish and shall be maintained :Ln a clean and sanitar<] 
manue~ and f~ee f~om ~efac~ment, 

2.3 rho finiah of the floor of every toilet room and the side walls 

to a height of not less th3n si:~ inches shall be s:nooth, 

clo~able e~d of ~on-absorbent material. 

2.4 If practical, every toi~et room shall be locat~d so as to open 

to the outside light and air by windows o If not practical to 

provide ventil~tion by window, then ventilation shall be pr~

vided by an air vent of suffieient capacity to maintain the 

atmosphere free from objcctionabl~ odors. 

2.5 An adequate supply of toilet paper with holder shall be 

supplied fo~ eaeh toilet. 

Section 3 - Exemptions 

3.1 This order does not apply to flush-type toilets. 

3.2 If in any particular case e:l:cmption from any of the requirements 

of this order is deemed nccessal" by a currier concerned, th2 

Commission will consider the applie~tion of such carri~~ for 

such exemption when ~ccompanied by' a full statement of the con w 

ditions existing ~d the reason why such exe~ption is asked. 

Any e:~emption s? granted will be limited to the particular case 

covered by the application. 

3.3 The Commission reserves the right to modify any of the pro

visions of this order when in its opinion it is deemed necessary. 


