
Decision No. ...:;~ ;.s~j1 ._-----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TrlE STAIE O~ CALIFORNIA 

In the Ymtter of the Investigation into ) 
the rates, rules) regulations, Charges, ) 
allowances and practices of all common ~ 
carriers, highway carriers and city 
carriers rcl~ting to the transportation 
of general commodities (commodities for ). 
which rates arc provided ~ M~~um Rate) 
Tariff No.2). r 

) 
In the Matter of the Investigation into ) 
the rates, rules, regulations, charges, ) 
allowances and practices of all common ) 
caniers, highway carriers and city ) 
carriers relating to the transportation) 
of property in Los Angeles and Orange ! 
Counties (transportation for which rates 
are provided tn Minimum Rate Tariff 
No.5) • 

Case No. 5432 
Petition for MOdification 

No. 102 

Case No. 5435 
Petition for Modification 

No. 14 

Donald Murchison for Olympic Delivery Service, ~c., 
et al., petitioners. 

W. J. Knoell for Western Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc., 
Arlo D. Poe, J. C. Kaspar and James Quintra11 for 
California Trucking Associations, Inc.) and 
Roger Ramsey for United Parcel Service, tnterested 
parties. • 

Ralph J. Staunton for the Commission's staff. 

OPINION -_ ...... _--..." 
By these petitions a group of highway carriers and city 

carriers engaged in a special messenger service type of transporta­

tion in Los Angeles and vicinity seek the exemption of that type of 

service from the rates, rules and regulations named in Minimum Rate 

Tariff l~o. 2 (general commodities) and in Minimum Rate Tariff No. 5 

(Los Angeles drayage area).l 

I 
Petitioners are Olympic Delivery Service, Inc., dotng business as 
Rocket Messenger Service; Pacific Messenger Service, Inc.; Crest 
Messenger & Delivery Service, Inc.; and Pronto Messenger Service,Inc. 
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c. 5432 (Pet.No. 102) AI{ 
c. 5435 (Pet. No. 14) 

Public hearing was held before Examiner William E. Turpen 

at Los Angeles on March l:.) 1958. The matter was submitted March 6, 

1958, upon receipt of a late-filed exhibit. 

The president of ona of petitioners testified that his 

company receives from 6,000 to 7,000 calls per week for delivery 

service and that over 99 percent of the shipments are delivered by 

the same employee ~7ho picks up the shipment without the shipment 

passing through his company's off~ce. He also stated that approxi­

mately 39 percent of the pacltCges handled by his company wei8h less 

than 5 pounds. The testimony of the witness shows that the service 

performe6 by his company is an expedited special messenger service 

where envelopes, documents or lightweight parcels are picked up f:om 

the conSignor and transported directly to the consignee. According 

to the witness the contents of a large portion of the shipments are 

not known. The transportntion is performed in passenger-type cars:. 

station wagons, and a few light picl~p trucks. 

Officials of the three other petitioners testified that 

their operations arc conduc:::cd in the same manner. Also, an official 
... 

of another carrier"" supported the petition and stated that his opera-

tions are substantially the s~e as those of the petitioners. A 

tariff publishing agent also ~~stified on behalf of petitioners. He 

said that the method of operations and rate structure used by peti­

tioners bear no relationship to the mtntmum rates. 

Petitioners proposed that the exemption in Min~um Rate 

Tariff No. 2 be limited to the Los Angeles Basin Territory as defined 

in that tariff. !bey proposed the following language for the 

exemption: 

~ 

"Property by carriers engaged exclusively il:l. an 
expedited special messeuse: service by use of 
passenger type automobiles, station wagons, or 
commercial vehicles, not exceeding a licensed 
weight of 4)000 potmds." 

The One-Two-Three Messenger Service • 
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c. 5432 (Pet. No. 102) Ali 
C. 5435 (Pet. No. 14) 

Counsel for the California Trucking Associations, Inc.) 

.and counsel for United Parcel Service assisted in developing the 

record. They recognize the problems incurred by pE~t:itioners) but 

we~e fearful that auy relief granted could be used by other carriers 

not solely engaged in this particular type of servi.ce. 

The ~ecc:d clearly shows that the transportation services 

performcG. by petitioners are a highly specialized type of operation 

and conducted in a ~~er entirely different from general freight 

opera.tio~s for whieh the minimum rates are designed.. It appears, 

and the Commission so finds, that the transportation herein involved 

is a type of transportation for which the minimum r~\tes, rules and 

regulations ~e not suitable. Accordingly, such tr~nsportation 

should be exempted from the rates, rules and regulations n,gmed in 

Minfmum R~te Tariffs Nos. 2 end 5, insofar as such transportation 

is performed within the Los Angeles Basin Territory. However, 

"expedited special messenger service" is a service nt)t readily 

suscaptible of clear definition, nor was 3ny definition thereof 

suggested by petitio~e~s. The desired relief maybo accomplished 

by exempting shipments weighing 10 pounds or less when transported 

oy c~iers which operate no vehicles exceeding a lic~nsed weight 

of 4,000 pounds. rne tariffs will be amended accordingly. Minimum 

Rate Tariff No. 2 will be amended by a separate order to avoid 

duplication of tariff distribution. 

ORDER --- ... -

and concl.usi.o'Cl.S se.e £oreb. 1.n 1;oe' prcceCling op1n1On., 

!T IS ORDERED that; Minimum. R.aCe Tariff No. 5 (Append1.X 

tlAo" of Decision No. 32504 as amended) be and it is hereby further 
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c. 5432 (Pet. No. 102) AX 
c. 5435 (Pet. No. 14) 

amended by incorporattng therein, to become effective August l~ 1958, 

Nineteenth ~evised Page 13, which page is attached hereto and by this 

reference made a part hereof • 

. In all other respects the aforesaid Decision No. 32504, as 

amended, shall remain :in full force and effect. 

This order shall become effective twenty days after the 

date hereof. 
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Item 
No. 

:·;:·4o-R 
ICancols 
'; M-Q 

• .. 13 
,,, 

••• J.) lomJ'IlvITJ..; RATE TARIFF NO. 5 

APPLICATIOH OF T.mIFF-COMMODITIES 

Rates in this tariff applr for the tr~sportation of all com­
modities except the follo~1n&: . 
Acce:eories'~d Supplie~, motion picture, . 
Automobiles, Automobile part~, accessories, and related articles in' 

secondar; movement by truckaway service when subject to the rates, 
rules' nnel recula.tions set forth in L!1n:imwn Rate Tariff No. 12, 

Eaggagc, vizo: persona.l bagGage and bagGage containing sample mer-
chandise" tr.msported from or to a depot, doc!-: or other point where 
pas~cn~ers are d1schnr~ed or roceived by common carriers, • 

Buttermilk, in milk shi~ping cans or in bottles in cases or crates, 
Ca.rriers (used packages), empty, returning from an outbo\ll'l.d paying 

load, or being for.varded for a return pa~-ne load of traffiC for 
which rates are not provided in this t~riff (Subject to Rule No. 
180 Of the EXception Sheet), 

Cement, hydraulic, ~sonry,nntural or Portl~d---also lime, common 
(includinC maenesi\Ull lime:, hydrated or hydraulic lime, quicl~ or 
slru~ed), cement flue dust, and/or limestone, powdered, shipped in 
:nixed chipments with ccment-,:,!hen tra."'lsported in shipments of 
40,000 pounds or more, or when tr~sported in shipments of lesser 
~reiGhts subject to tho rates, rules ~nd regulations, includ1n: the 
minimum charge computed on a minimum weight·o! ~O,OOO pounds, which 
are set forth in Minimum Rate TQriff No& 10) 

Cement, Portland (building), when trmlsported in bulk, 
Commodities weiehine 100 poundS or les per package or per piece, 

delivered from ret~il stores, , 
Commodities tr~sported in bulk in t.lnk trucks, tank trailers, tcnk 

semi-trQilers, or a co~bination of such highway vehicles, 
Commodities picked up or delivered for :ommon carriers as defined in 

the Public Utilities Act, or tor radial highway common or~hishway 
contract carriers as defined in the Highway Carrier~1 Act, ~hen the 
property is in the custoay of such carriers for transportation from 
or'to pOints not included in. tlle zones described in Items !Tos. ,30" 
31, 32 and 33, under rates v.hich include pickup or delivery at 
poL~ts within tho said zones, 

Comr.lodities when trolnsported in dump' trucks, for which rates arc pro­
Vided in 7:inilnum RQte Tariff No.7, 

Commodities which consist of or contain m:lterials essential to Nationa 
Defense and which have boon donated to and are transported for the 
United States Government, eovernmental agencies, or nonprofit orcan­
izations acting for or L~ behalf of said government in the collec­
tion, assemblY or transportation of saie commodities in connection 
,vitll the recovery of said essential materials from the commodities 
trnnsportod, 

Concrete tr~sported in motor vehicles equipped for mechanical mixing 
in tro.nsit, 

Cream, in mill~ shipping cans or in bottles in cases or crates, 
Directories; telephone 1 ' 

Fe~tiliz,?rs, as described in Items Hos. 535, S~O and 5S0 of the 
.... .c;::coptl.Qn Sh9ct.1 
~ l.li:i motlon plct1lre, 
Fruit fresh or green (not cold pack nor frozen)-
Fu.."'lliture, ho~enold appli"-.."'lce~ a.nci other home i'O.rnishings, trans-

ported from. rotllil stores where they have been sold at retail bY' 
a ret~il merchant, or transported from retail customers to retail 
stores, 

i 
I 
I 
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Je\'telX'y trlln.sportcd l'rO .. l or to wholesD.le housos in packages weighing 
10 pounds or less, 

Livestock, 
1rillc, in milk shipping cans or in bottles in cases or cratos, 
:Jotor vehicles when towed by a tow cs.r # 

Nevispapers; newspaper supplements, se:tiol'lS or inserts; (not scrap 
or \73StC), 

Optical goods transported from or to Wholesale houses in paCkages 
wCighing 10 pounds or loss" 

Property transported fo~ thc United States Government" 
Property tr~sported to a United States Post Office for mailing and 

United States mail transported from a post office to tho addressee 
thereof, 

Property shipped to or from producers of motion pictures or television 
shows when transported subject to the rates, rules and re~lations 
provided by Decision No. 33226" in Cases Nos. 4246 and 4434, as 
anended" 

{'Shipments weighing 10 pounds or less when transported by carriers 
which operate no vehicles exceeding a licensed weight 01' ~OOO 
pounds. 

Used Property, v~z.: h~usehold goods, office and store fixtures nnd 
equipment, as deocribcd in and for which rates are provided in 
Uiniz:roJ:l Rate Torif1' No. 4-.A" and used property as described therein 
trnnsported for the United States, st3te~ count1 or municipal 
govcrX'lZ:lcnts" 

Vogetables) fresh or green (not cold pack nor frozen)" 
Voting Booths" ballot boxes, election tent~ and election supplies 

when tranoportcd £ro~ or to polling.places. 

* Change ) Decision No. 
f) Addition ) 

Issued b1 the Public Utilities Coomission of the State of California, 
San Franciseo" california. 

Correction No. 244 
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