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Decision No. 5701.3 

BEFORE 'I"".dE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of ROBERT E. A. MICHELSEN) 
as Administrator of the Estate of ) 
EMERY G. THOMPSON, also known as ) 
EMERY GARNESS THOMPSON, also kno'Wn as) 
E. G. THOMPSON, deceased, doin~ ) 
business as BEN LOMOND REDWOOD PARK.) Application No-. 4.0178 
WP..'!ER CO~ANY:p to distribute under ) 
the Decree of Distri~ution, and ) 
ROBER:! E.. A.. MICHELSEN to :receive ) 
distribution of BEN LOMOND REDWOOD ) 
P.AEA WAXER COMPAN"I, located near the ) ',' 
Town of Ben Lomond, County of Santa ) 
Cruz:p Sta:e of California. ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this a?plication, filed June 14:p lS58:p Robert E. A • . 
Ydche1sen, as administrator of the, estate of Emery G. Thompson, 

deceased, doing business as Ben Lomond Redwood Park Water Company, 

requests authority to transfer the assets of the water system to 

Robert E. A. Ydchelsen:p an individual, as distributee under a Decree 

of Fi~l Distribution rendered in a probate proceeding on November l:p 

1957, by the Superior Court in and for the County of Santa Cruz. A 

conformed copy of the decree is attached to the ~pplieation. 

!he water syst~ proposed :0 be transferred was acquired 

by Emery G. Thompson pursuant to authority granted by this Comm.ission 

in its Decision No. 28430 dated December 9, 1935 in Application 

No. 19885. The utility serves the unincorporated communities of 

Ben Lomond Rec1wood Park, Rowardennan Rec!wood Park, Ben Lomond Terrace, 

and viCinity, south of the community of Ben Lomond, Santa Cruz County~ 

The operations of this water system were ,commenced prior to 1912 and 

no certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate the 

public utility water system has ever been re~uested from or issued 

by this Commission. 
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The utility's annual report to the Commission for the year 

ended December 31, 1957 shows total utility plant of $16,846.37, a 

reserve for depreciation of $3,135.06 and net utility plant of 

$13,7'11.31. The annual report also shows that as of the end of 1957 

the utility served approximately 130 customers. 

On Septembc: Sp 1952, in an action in the Superior Court, 

Santa Cruz County, Rober: E. A. Michelsen was appointed guardian of 

the person and estate of Emery G. Thompson, an incompetent person. 

Said Michelsen operated the subject public utility w~ter system as 

guardian until the death of Emery G. Thompson on February 2," 1954. 

Subsequently, by action of the s~me court, Robert E. A. Michelsen was 

Guly appointed sdm!nistrator of the estate'of said !h~son and 

he has continued to operate' the water system. 

By the t~=ms of the court's Decree of Final D!str1bution, 

the Ben Lomond Red\>1Ood Park Water Company and all the assets thereof 

arc to be distributed to Robert E. A. Michelsen, sole heir at law 

of the decedent. Robert E. A. Mi~!1elsen7 in his individual capacit:y~ 

proposes to co~tin~e the operation of the subject~3ter system. 

Tne action t:~ken herein shall not be construed asa finding 

of the value of the water system property herein authorized to be 

transferred. 

The Comm1ssio~ having ~onsidered the sbove-entitled applica

tion and being of the opinion that ~he proposed transfer will not be 

adverse to the public interest, that a public hearing is not necess~ry 

and that the application should be granted, therefore 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. Robert: E. A. Michelsen;, as administrator of the estate of 

Emery G. l:1ompson 7 deceased, maY7 on or after the effective date 

hereof and on or before December 31, 1958, transfer the herein

described public utility water system to Robert E. A. Michelsen, as an 
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in<lividual~ pursuant to the doCtUllent entitled, irDecree of Final 

Distribution," attached to the application. 

2. 1'he rates and rules of Emery G.. Thompson, deceased, now 

on file with this Commission, shall be refiled within thirty days 

from the date of actual transfer under the name of Robert E.. A. 

Michelsen in accordance with the procedure prescribed by General Order 

No. 96, or in lieu of such refiling~ Robert E. A. Michelsen may file 

a notice of edoption of said presently filed rates and rules. No 

increases in the presently filedr8~es and rules shall be made unless 

otherwise autho~ized by this Commission. 

3. On or before the date of aCl:ual transfer, Robert E. A. 

Miehelsen~ as administrator of the estate of Emery G. Thompson, 

deceased, shall refund all customers' deposits and all advances for 

construction, if any, which arc subject to refund. ;~y such unre

funded deposits and advances shall be transferred to and become the 

obligation for refund of Robert E. A. Michelsen, as an individual .. 

4. If the authority herein granted is exercised, Robert E. A. 

Michelsen, as ad:llinistrator of the estate of Emery G. Thompson, 

deceased, shall, ~~thin thirty days thereafter, notify this Commission 

in T~iting of the co~letion of the. property tr~nsfer herein author

ized and of his compliance with the conditions hereof. 

S. On or before the date of actual transfer, Robert E. A. 

Michelsen, as administrator of the estate of Emery G. Thompson, 

deceased, shall transfer and deliver to Robert E. A. Michelsen, sa an 

individUD1> ~nd the latter shall receive and preserve, all records, 

memoranda and papers pertaining to the construction and operation of 

the subject public utility ~ater system. 

6. Upon due compliance with all the conditions of this order~ 

Robert E. A. Michelsen, as administrator of the estate of Emery G. 

Thompson, deceased, shall stand relieved of all further public 

utility obligations and li2bilities in connection with the operation 
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of the public utility water system herein authorized to be transferre~ 

Nothing in this order ~ however ~ shall be construed as relieving 

Robert E. A. Michelsen, as an individual~ of any obligation or 

liability in connection with the ownership and operation of the 

subject public utility water system. 

!he effeetive date of this order shall be twenty days 

day of ___ --.;~ ....... ~ __ - __ 
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