Decision No. D4~ @{RG@%%Q& .‘

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY and RATL-

WAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPORATED,

for guthority to discontinue agemcy Application No, 40095
at Pixley, County of Tulare, State g

of Celifornia, and to maintain said

station as a nonagency. )

Randolph Karx end Harold S. Lentz, for:
applicants,

Berxyhill & Kuney by John B. Berrvhill and
Jack Swanson, for The Pixley éﬁzﬁser of
Commerce and Agriculture; Jack Panick

and I. S, Wilson, for The Order of lLail~
road Telcgraphers, protestants.

By this application, filed May 16, 1958, Southern Pacific
Company and Railway Express Agency, Incorporated, request an order
authorizing them to discontinue their agencics at Pixley, Tulare:

County, and for Southern Pacific Company to maintain the station as

2 nonagency statiom.

Public hearing was held in Pixley on July 1, 1958, before

Examiner Rowe, at which time evidence, both oral andﬁdocumentary,
was adduced and the matter duly submit;ed for decisionm.

The railroad gspplicant has rendered no passenger service
at this station for years and no tickets arxe sold thexe. By closing
thais agency this applicont will amnually save approximately $5,000.
While some occasional shippers and receivers of freight living beyond
the pickup and delivery limits of Pacific Motor Trucking Company and
those shipping or receiving household goods and personal cffects will
be Inconvenienced by being required to travel to Tiptonm, there is no
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substantial volume of such shipments. The Comnission finds from the
evidence of xecord that the substantial and the regular patrons of
Southern Pacific Company will in no matexrial respect be inconvenienced
by the granting of this request. The protestants' expressions of
doubt as to the railroad applicants' ability to adequately sexve
Pixley from the Tipton station camnot be considered determinative.
The Railway Express Agency does a very small volume of
business at Pixley. Thexe were only 300 shipments handled during the
12-month period ending April 30, 1957 and 221 during the next such
period. Last year‘this company had a gross income of only $1,339.
Two witnesses testified that the loss of Railway Expféss.service at
Pixley would inconvenience them. S0 long as the Southern Pacifié
agent is in Pixley this operation is feasible because he, acting
also as its agent, is qualified to compute tariff charges and has
ample time £o make the necessary reports and perform the other
required paper work for Railway Express Agency. According to the
testimony of this appliéanc's division superintendent, tae expected

monthly income which could be offered a local merchant of approxi-

mately $9 per month is inadequate to induce anyome to act as the
local agent for the expréss company.

The Commission finds that public convenience and necessity
no longer require either applicant to maintain an agency at Pixley.
Since Southern Pacific Company will continue to handle freight in
amy quantity of carload or less, it will de required to maintain
this station in a2 Class A nonagency status.

Public hearing having been beld and the above matters hav-
ing been duly submitted,




IT 1S ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company and Railway
Express Agency, Incorporated, are authorized to discontinue their
agencles at Pixley, Tulare County, subject to the following condi~

Soutbern Pacific Company shall continue to main-
tain said station in a Class A nomagency status,

Applicants shell %ive,not less then ten days'
notice to the public of discontinuance of agency
service by posting notice thereof at the station.

Within ninety days after the effective date
hereof, applicants, upon not less than ten days'
notice to this Commission and to the public, shall
file, in duplicate, amendments to thelr tariffs
showing the changes herein authorized and shall
wake reference in such tariff amendments to this
decision as authority therefor.,

The authorization herein granted shall expire 1f

not exercised within one hundred twenty days

after the effective date hercof.

Within thirty days after discontinuance of serv-

ice as herein authorized, applicants shall notlfy

this Commission in writing thereof and of com-

pliance with the above conditioms.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after
the date hereof,

fated at __Se Froacisoo , California, this aié_zzf,
Lectes , 1958,
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Commissioners

Matthaw J. Dooley

Compissioner... : ’ bo;gs
necessarily avsont, did not par:ic%paue‘
in the dlsposition of this prococdlng.
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