
Decision No • __ 5_'7 ___ :L_:t __ 9_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA!E OF CALIFO~~ 

In th~ Matter of the Applic~tion of )~ 
CHARTE~ BUS T~SPORTA'tION SYS'XEl1, a 
California corpora.tion) for authority 
to operate passenger bus service from Applie~tion No. 399S2 
contiguous cities within the greater 
Los Angeles are~ to Los Angeles 
Do~gers professional baseball games 
within the City of tos. Angeles. 

Frank P. Doherty) Rande.ll Dovis, and Peter J¢hnson, 
for applicant. 

Musick, Peeler & Garrett, by Jesse R. O'Malley, for 
Los Angeles Metropoliten~rans4t Authority; 
Gordon, I<xla.pp, Gill and Hibbert, by 'VJyman C. 
Kna~~, for Tanner MOtor Tours, Ltd.; aObCrt D. 
~Slh~ for Santa MOnica Municipal Bus Lines; 
~c ard S. ThomEson, for Culver City Municipal 
Bus tines; Don avidson, for City of Gardena; 
Stanley E. Kcmclmeyer, for City of To~ronce; 
ItO W to Howe, for Inglc',;10od City Lines; and 
James C. Carson, for Cross Town Bus Line: and 
Southern eitics Transit, Ine., protestants. 

Roger Arncbcrgh, City Attorney for the City 0·£ Los 
Angeles, by Thomas V. Tarbet and Paul L. Garver, 
for Department of PuS!ic Utilities and Trans
portc:tion of the City of los Angeles, interested 
pa:-ty. 

W. F. Hibbard for the Co=nission staff. 

o PIN ION - .......... __ 4liliiii 

Public hearings were held in this matter on May 2, 20, 

~d June 4, 1958, in Los Angeles, before Examiner Grant E • . 
Syphers, during whi~h clays evidence was adduced and on the last

named date the matter was submitted subject to the filing of briefs. 

These now have been filed and the matter is ready for decision. 

, 
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A. SS9S2 - • 

!he Charter Bus Transport~tion System is e C~liforni~ cor

poration which presently o~crotcs p~sscnscr st~ge service to Sant~ 

Anit~, Hollywood Park :lnd Los Alamitos race tracks during the 
.. 

seasons of those respective tracl,s. It seel~s by t.his epplication 

to transport passengers during the baseball SC:lson from various 

~reas in los Angeles County and along specified routes to and from 

the Los Angeles Dod3ers baseball games at the Los Angeles Coliseum. 

'!he applicant corporation is controlled by the same prin

Cipal stocltholders as is the City School B~s System. This latter 

corporation o~ms ana operates 263 buses which arc used in the 

tr~sportation of high school and junior college stueents in the 

Los Angeles area. In addition it transports handicapped students 

to :l~d from particular schools. 

The buses proposed to be used by Charter Bus Transportation 

System are 53-passenger Crown Super Coaches end S7-passengcr ACF 

Brill Buses. The applicant o~~s six s~ch Super Coaches and three 

ACF Brills, together with twelve other b'JSes? and in additio:l. can 

usc the buses of the City School Bus System. 

The fares proposed to be ch~r8ed are rou=d-trip fares 

ranging from $1 .. 20 to $2.80, varying .:!ccording to the distance of 

the point of pickup from the Coliseum. 

!he ev1cle~ce discloses that the 3p~licant is financially 

qualified and has had sufficient experience in the transpor:ation 

field to conduct the proposed operations. 

The principal issue presented by this he~ring was whether 

or not there is a need for such ~ service. !he applicant presented 

evidence ~s to a survey it had conducted in this matter. During 

the latter part of Marc~ 1958 applicant's repreccntativ~s contacted 
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A. 39952 -~ 

chambers of commerce) various business people, and others, and in 

this connection securee 78 statements all indicating th~t in the 

opinion of each of the !ndividuals signing the statements there ~1as 

a. public demand for the scrvice applicant proposes. It was further 

pointed out that the type of service proposed is one wherein the 

applicant will operate over eleven scheduled route.s. On eaeh of 

these routes the applicant intends to mclte specified stops and pick 

up whoever desires to use the service) talte them to. the ball game 

and return them to the point of pickup after the game has beon 

played. 

Evidence in OPPOSition to this applieation was presented 

by Tanner MOtor Tours, Ltd., Los Angeles ~tropolitan !ransit 

Authority, the City of Torrance, and the Gardena Municipal B~ Lines. 

'!he Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Autho~ity conducts 

regularly schedulecl operations throughout most of ~hc a:rea in which 

applic~t proposes to :render service, and its witnesses testified. 

that it has sufficient equipment to transport 0.11 passcllgers who 

a.rc 1iltely to apply. It operates 1,593 motor coa.ch,~s< and 275 street 
. , 

cars. It does not conduct so-ca.lled direct service to the Coliseum 

baseball g~es beca.usc it docs not believe such a. type of service 

to be economical, but it docs have various conncctionsby which it 

is possible for people to travel to the viCinity of tbe Coliseum. 

However, the evidence a.lso disclosed that the night service of the 

Metropolitan Transit Authority to outlying points is infrequent, 

end in some instonees is nonexistent. For example, there is no night 

service to the Lakewood area. Likewise, the fares charged by 

Metropolitan Transit Authority are much lower than those proposed 

by the applicant~ 
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Similarly, the operations of the Torrance and Gardena 

ItLunicipal Bus Lines are on a regular route scheduled basis,~ and 
I 

their fares are much lower than those proposed by applicant. Like-

wise, these municipal bus lines do not operate special buses which· 

would go to the baseball game, remcin there until its conclusion 

and then take the passengers bacl, to their points of destination. 

A consideration of this evidence leads us to conclude, and, 

we now find, that the services rendered by Metropolitan Transit 
I 
I 

Authority and the Torrance and Gardena MuniCipal Bus Lines ar~ not 

comparable to the service offered by applicant. 
, 

Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd., conducts a general sightsea1ng 

service in the area) and by DeciSion No. 56439, ciat;cd April 8, 1950, 

in Application No. 39906, it recently secured authority from this 

Commission to conduct a special service to and from the Los Angeles 

Dodgers baseball games. This certificate was granted witl1Qut hear

ing u,on the basis that there WAS ~~ comparable service. Tanner 

Motor Tours, Ltd., protested the proposed servlce of applicant 

herein principally upon the basis that there is insufficient busi

ness to justify the opcr:ltion. In support o~ this contention it 

presented evidence showing the results of its own operation. !he 

evidence further disclosed that there ~ere certnin differences be

tween the Tanner oper~tion and that proposed by applicant. Tanner, 

in its baseball service, do~s not operate on a route basi~, but 

rather provides service from specified pieltup points, usually 

hotels with which it has contracts permitting such arrangements. 

A consideration of this cvideDce leads us to conclude and 

we now find that the operations of Tanner are not entirely sfmilar 
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A. ~~962 - ~R * 

to those proposed by applicant, and this record discloses no reason 

why the proposed operations of applicant would have any adverse 

effect upon the operations of Tanner MOtor Tours, Ltd. 

In the light of all of the evidence adduced herein, there

fore, we now find that public convenience 3nd necessity require the 

service proposed by applicant, as modified in the instant order. 

It should be noted that in one of the proposed routes of Charter 

Bus transportation System it proposes to serve an area in which are 

located the Beverly Hilton Hotel, the Beverly Hills Hotel, and the 

Beverly Wilshire Hotel. These points·are directly served by Taxmer 

Motor Tours, Ltd., and because of this conflict the applicant re

quested a.bandomnent of its proposed route which is designated as 

Route No.5. 

While there was considerable testimony, mostly speculative 

in nature, that applicant's proposal 'Would not prove profitable, we 

now observe that it is not possible from this record to arrive at 

any conclusion in this regard. Applicant has shown that it is 

qualified and willing to conduct the proposed service. It also has 

shown that there is some, public demand therefor. Furthermore, it 

is a type of service that is not now being offered. Upon this 

record we find that applicant should be given an opportunity to in

augurate the service. In making this finding we do not make any 

representation as to whether or not the service ma.y prove pro,fitablc.. 

That is the risk which this applicant, or any other applicant enter

ing a new venture, must take. 

Charter Bus· Transportation System is hereby plaeeo upon 

notice that operative rights as such do not constitute 3 class of 
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property which may be capitalized or used as an clement of value in 

rate-fixing, for any amount of money in excess of that originally 

paid to the state as the consideration for the grant of such rights. 

Aside frotll their purely permissive· aspect) they extend to the 

holder a full or partial monopoly of a class of business over a 

particular :outc. This monopoly feature may be changed or destroyed 

at any time by the state, which is not in any respect limited as to 

the n'lJIllber of rights which may be given. 

ORDER ....... -- ,.-. ..... 

Application as ebove entitled having been filed, public 

hearings having been held thereon, the Commission being fully ad

vised in the premises nnd having found th~t public convenience ~d 

necessity $0 %equire, 

Il IS ORDERED: 

(1) Th~t a certificate of public convenience and necessity 

be, and it hereby is, g:anted to Charter 3us !ransportAtion Sys~~) 

a co:t'?Oration, authorizing the establishment and operation of a 

service as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in Section 226 

of the Public Utilities Code) for the transportation of persons be

tween the points and pla.ces and along the routes more. specifically 

described in AppcnQix A attached hereto ana. made a pa.rt her~of. 

(2) Tha.t in providing service pursu.:lnt to the certifica.te 

herein gra.nted, there shall be compliance with the following >,service. 

regulations: 

s. vIi thin tl".J.rty dAys after the effective da.te hereof, 
applicant shall file a written Acceptance of the 
ce~tificate herein granted. By accepting th~ eer
tificate of public convenience and necessity herein 
granted, a.pplicant is placed on notice. that it will 



A. 39962 - • 

be required, among other things, to file annual re
ports of its oRcrations ond to comply with and 
observe the s~fety rules and other regulations of 
the Commission's General Order No. 98. Failure to 
file such reports, in such form and at such time as 
the Commission may direct,. or to comply with and 
observe the provisions ofiG¢ncral Order No. 98, 
may result in 3 eaneellat~~n of the operating 
authority granted by this decision. 

b. Within sixty days after the effective date hcreo::e, 
and on not leGS than five dayst notice to the Com
mission And the public, ~pplicant shall establish 
the service herein authorized and file in trip
licate, aIld concurrently mal~c effective, amendmct4ts 
to its tariffs and timetables satisfactory to the \ 
Commission to reflect the authority herein gr~tcd. 

The effective date of this ;·orclcr shall be twc'oty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at _____ Lo_s _.AJlgcle:s~ ________ , California, 
.£'19 /. V'I this _.....;;.-___ da.y of __ ....;(:;,;:;,?M;.;;:;.:;:;;"*£~n""'~:;.:.:;,;..;...... _______ , 19.53. 

?ot.or E. ll1 tc.hoU 
Comm1cs1onor. --;be1~ 
noco:j3.'lrlly a.bsent. 41d not ~o.rtiei);l:lte 
in tilo' c11~:pos1 t10n of tA1~ :p.roeoed1%18 •. 

) 



A. 3~S62 - •. 

Appendix A Charter Bus Transporta.tion System Original Page 1 .: 
(a corporation) 

Charter Bus 'l'ransportation System, by the certificate 0'£. 

public convenience' Ilnd necessity granted in the decision noted in 

the margin, is Jluthorized to'tr.:lnsport persons between the points 

~d places in Los Angeles County hereinafter Qcscribed) on the one 

b..:lnd) 'and the Los Arlgelcs Colisc'Um, on the other hand, and all 

intermediate points, subject to the following conditions: 

a. The t=ansportation service herein authorized shall be 
rendered only on a round-trip basis, and applicant 
shall pick up and discharge passengers only at 
points and plllces to be namec in applic~nt's tariff, 
in accordance with the author~ty herein granted. 

b. Subject to the authority of t~is Commission to change 
or modify said passenger stage opcrstions at any 
time, applic~t shall conduct said opcra~ions over 
and along the following described routes: 

ROUTE NO.1 

Beginning at Newhome and Foothill Boulevard in Sunland, enst 
along Foothill Boulevard, south along Ocean View, continue 
along L~ Canada Boulevard, continue along Glcndal~ Boulevard, 
east along San Fernando Road, ~cst along Figueroa Street, 
south along Rivers,ide Drive, inbound along Pasadena Freeway, 
outbound along 11arbor Freeway, west along Exposition Boule
vard, south along Menlo Avenue to Coliseum parking lot. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 57119, Applicntion No. 39962.' 



Appendix A 

ROUTE NO.2 

Charter Bus Transportation System Original Page 2 
(a co~or3tion) 

Beginning a.t San Fernando Roa.d and NcClay Avenue in Son 
Fernando) sout!:!. along San Fernando Roa.d, w~st along. Olive 
Street, south along Barham Boulevard, inbound along Hollywood 
Freeway, outbound along Harbor Freeway, west along Exposition 
Boulevard, south along Menlo Avenue to Coliseum parking lot. 

ROU'!E :rm .. 3 

Beginning at Sherman Hay and Topanga Canyon Boulc .. ,o.rd in 
Canoga Pa.rk, east along Sherman Way, south along Van Nuys 
Boulevarcl, cast along Chandler Boulevard, south alo~s 
L~nl~ershim Boulevard, inbo~d along Hollywood Freeway, out
boune a.long Harbor Freeway, west along ExpOSition Boulevard, 
south along Menlo Avenue, to Coliseum parking lot. 

ROUTE NO.4 

Beginning at Ventura Boulevard and Topanga Canyon Boulevard 
in Woodland Hills, cast along Ventura Bo~lcvard, inbound 
.:llong Hollywood. F:ee-..:ay, outbound along '3a:-bo·r Freeway, west 
along Exposition BOUlevard, south ~long Menlo Avenue to 
Coliseum parking lot. 

ROUTE NO.5 

:Beginning a.t v1ilshire Boulevc:rd ano.. Ocea.n Avenue in Santa. 
Monica, east clong Wilshire Boulevard, south ~long vlostwood 
Boulev~rd, cast along Olym,ie Boul~vard, south alongVc:mont 
Avenue, east along Exposition Bouleva.rd, south along Me~lo 
Avenue to Coliseum parking lot. 

ROUTE NO. G 

Beginning at Lincoln Boulevard a.nc Oeean Parl~ BoulevOlrd, in 
Santa MOnic~) south along Lincoln Boulevard, e~st along 
'i1ashingtOtl BoulevQ.::-d, ca.st along vlashington Place, cast 
along Washington Boulevard, south alone Higuera Street, east 
along Rodeo Road, east along Santa Barbara. Avenue, north along 
Menlo Avenue to Coliseum parkins lot. 

Issued by California Public Utilities CommiSSion. 

Decision No. 571:lS, Application No. 39962. 



A. 39962 - • 

Appendix A 

ROUTE NO.7 , 

Charter Bus Transportation System Original Page 3 
(a corporation) 

BegiDn~ng at Lincoln Boulevard and Manchester Avenue in 
Los Angeles, east along Manchester Avenue, inbound on Harbor 
Freeway, west on Santa. Barba.ra Avenue, north on Menlo Avenue 
to Coliseum parking lot. 

ROUTE NO.8 

Beginning ~t rIarbor Boulevard and 6th Street in San Pedro, 
south along Harbor Boulevard, 'West along 7th Street, north 
ollong Gaffey Street, west along Anaheim Street, north along 
vlestern Avenue, west along Pacific Coast Highway, north 
along Arlington Avenue, north aloDg Mezcelina, north along 
Cabrillo Street, cast along Torrance Boulevard, north along 
Western Avenue, cast along Gardena Boulevard, north along 
Figueroa Street, east along 92nd Street, inbound on Harbor 
Freeway, west a.long Santa Barbara Avenue, north along Menlo 
Avenue, to Coliseum parking lot. 

ROUTE NO.9 

BegiDning at Compton Boulevard and Wilmington Avenue in 
Compton, cast lllong Compton Boulevard, north along Long 
Beach Boulevard, north along Pacific Boulevard, west 
along Slauson Avenue, inbound along Harbor Freeway, west 
along S.:l.nta Barbara. Avenue, north along Menlo Avenue to 
Coliseum par!<ing lot. 

ROUTE NO. 10 

Beginning at Lal~ewood Boulevard and Carson Strcet in Lolkewood, 
nor~ along Lakewood 30ulevard, cast along South Street, north 
along Bellflower Boulevard, continue along La.l<ewoocl Boulev<l.rd, 
west along Firestone Boulevard, continue along Manchester 
noulcvard, inbound along Harbor Freeway) west along S'anta. 
Barbara Avenue, north a.long Menlo Avenue to Co lisctlm par!:ing 
lot. ' 

End of Appendix A 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 571.1.9 , Application No. 39962. 


