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~7203 Decision No ., _____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
SOU'l'HERl~ CALIFOr~IA EDISON COMPAl"r!) 
~ corporation, for certificate that 
public conv~nience and necessity should 
require and will require the exercise by 
applicant of the rights, privileges and 
franchise granted by Ordinance No. 996 
of the City of San BuenAventura, County 
of Ventura, State of California, in 
accordance with Franchise Ordinance 
No. 996 of said City. 

Application No. 40009 

Rollin E. Woodbury, Harry 'VJ. Sturges, Jr., and 
H. Clinton Tinker, Attorneys for applicant. 

OPINION -- ..... ~ ... -~ 
Southern California Edison Company, a corporation, re

quests a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exercise 

the rights, priVileges and franchise granted by the City of S.ln 

Buenaventura, County of Ventura, State of California, in Ordinance 

No. 996 of said city, which ordinance was adopted on January 27, 

1958, and bec.tlme effective thirty days thereafter. Said franchise 

authorizes applicant to use and to construct ~nd use) for trnns

mitting and distributing electricity for any and all purposes~ 

poles, Wires, conduits, circuits and appurtenances in the streets 

within the city limits of the said city as ~ore speci£ic~lly set 

forth in the ordinance. 

A public hearing was held in tos Angeles before Exnrn1ncr 

Mark V. Chiesa. Oral ,and documentary evidence having been adduced, 
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the matter was submitted for decision. Notice of the hearing was 

published in a local newspaper. The application was not opposed. 

This franchise grants applicant the right to operate an 

electrical distribution and transmission system in said city for a 

period of SO years. San Buenaventura was incorporated March 10, 

1866, ancl applicant has been serving the area under a Constitutional 

franchise (Section 19 of Article XI of the Constitution of the Sta.te 

of california). This is the first franchise granted to applicant 

under the city charter and procedural ordinances. The' franchise 

calls for a payment to the city of three fourths of one per cent of 

the gross annual receipts derived from the sale of electricity within 

the limits of the city. The terms and conditions of this franchise 

were negotiated pursuant to the provisions of the city charter and 

therefore vary from the usual indeterminate period and payment on the 

basis of two per cent of the gross receipts arising from the use, 

operation or possession of the franchise with a mintmum of one per 

cent of gross annual receipts.' 

Applicant has been furnishing electricity in the San 

Buenaventura nrea pursuant to a county ordinance (Decision No. 55239). 

The evidence shows that for the year ending December 31, 1957, a.pprox

imately 48,956,000 kilowatt-hours of electricity were consumed in the 

City of San Buenaventura area, returning a revenue of approximately 

$1,238,000. As of December 31, 1957, there were approximately 

10,300 eus~omers wi:thin the said area. Payments to the. city, com

puted on 1957 revenues, would have been approximately $9,284.08 under 

the present franchise. 

Total expenses incurred in connection with, this applica

tion are $166· .. 72. 
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It was testified that the franchise will more definitely 

establish and extend applicant f s rights in said city, will enable 

applicant to render its service to the public, and will be of value 

to applicant in qualifying outstanding and future bonds 3S legal in

veS't:l:nents 'Where such qualification is necessary. 

Having considered. the ~ecord we find that public conven

ience and necessity require the exercise by applicant of the rights, 

privileges and franchise granted by the City of San Buenaventura in 

Ordinance No. 996. The certificate herein granted is subject to the 

following provision of law: 

1. The Commission shall have no power to· authorize 
the capitalization of the franchise involved 
herein or this certificate of public convenience 
and necessity or the right to own, operate or 
enjoy such franchise or certificate of public 
convenionce and nocessity fo: any amount of ~ney 
in excess of the ~unt (exclusive of any tax or 
annual eharge) act~lly paid to the State or eo a 
political subdivision thereof as the consider
ation for the grant of such franchise, certifieate 
of pub lie convenienee and necessity or right. 

2. The franehise involved herein shall never be given 
any value before any eourt or other public author
ity in cny proceeding of any character in excess 
of the cost to the gr~tee of the nee~ssary publi
eation and any other sum paid by it to the 
municipality therefor at the time of the acqui
sition thereof. 

ORDER ----....- ...... -
A pub lie hearing having been held, the Commission beiDg 

fully advised in the premises, and having found facts as herein

above set forth, makes its order' as follows: 

, Southern California. Edison Company, a corporation, is here

by granted a certificate th~t public convenience and neeessity re

quire the exereise by it of the· rights, p~ivileges and franchise 

.. 
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granted to it by Ordinance No. 996 of the City of San Buenaventura., 

~hich ordinance was adopted by the City Council of said city on the 

27th day of January, 1958. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty clays 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ ......,;;;.;.-.~_-..; ________ , California, 

this ;q -::J:t ) 
; 0 


