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BEFORE THE PUBL!C UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

RICHA.'ID CHALA, Complainant, 

vs. 

~roR...~S GORDON' of GORDON"S OU!LE! STORE) 
BENNY ROSS of the FIFnI STREET S'l'ORE, 
~nd the LA BARCA MAPJ\ET) Defendants_ 

C;'lse No. 6152 

Jack R. Berkowitz) attorney, for Richard Chala, 
eomplainllnt. 

Bcnni:/Ross and Mal:'Vin H. Lewis, attorney, for 
." Benny/"ROss and Leonard ~oung, copartners, 

doing business as Fifth Street Store, 
defendants. 

Nordman) Berenson and Lewis, by M~rvin H. Lewis, 
for Morris S. Gordon) doing business as 
Gordon's Outlet Store, defendant. 

Francis Ghc'rini, attorney, for Jesus llico, 
dOing business as Lc!l Barca Market, defendant. 

Joseph vi. Goss, City Attorney, for City of Oxnard, 
inte:estcd party. 

Fred G. B~llengcr, for the Public Utilities Com-
mission staff. . 

Armand Eichwald, interpreter. 

o PIN ION 
----~ .... -

By this complaint, ~ehard Chala, now operating ~s ~ 

tlpasscnger stage co~ora.tion" betwecn the City of Oxnard Clnd elcven 

n.;lmed farm labor camps Situated within the City of Oxna.rd and the 
(l) . 

County of Ventur~ (DeciSion No. 56551) chnrges that the defendants 

\1) :he eleven C~P$ are Pa.cifico, Buena Vis~a, Three $, Carcia, 
Blanco, Norte, Mobile, Sa.tieoYI C~rillo, Somis, Lomas. The 
first three are situated within the city limito. 
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c. 6152 - Mr/"* * 

herein, and each of them, ~re operating as a "p~ssenger st~ge 

cOX'poration" 0.$ defined in Section 226 of the Public Utilit1e~ Code, 

between the said City of Oxnard and the said named farm labor c:nnps, 

without first having obtained from this CommiGsion a certificate 

Gccl~ringthat public convenience andneeessity require such 

operation as provided in Section lOll of said Public Utilities 

Code .. 

A public hearing was held in the City of Oxn~rd before 

Examiner !-klrk V. Chiesa... All parties being present o.nd testimony 

having been ndcluced in their behalf, the matter was submitted for 

oocision. 

!he Commission finds as follows: 

Thet &ichard Chale has been operating two buses and one 

station wagon on a limite.d scheduled service and also "on-call", 

between Oxn~rd a.nd the labor camps named in the m~rgin,$ince April, 

1950, when Authority was granted to him so to do; that sa.idc:l:llps 

~re all situated within a distance approximately 17 miles from 

compla.inant's depot in do-wntown Oxna.rd and are inhabited 'by Mexican 

Nationals, f~rm workers, totalling, a.t times, a.s many as 14,000. 

Tha.t Bc.nn y Ro$s and Leona.rd Young, . cop~rtners doing ---_ .. 
bu:;inc.sc as Fifth Street Store, Morric S. Gordon, doing buciness 

as Gordon's Outlet Store, and Jesus r~co, doing business ~s La 
(2) 

B~=ca Market, defendants herein, now, and a.t 0.11 times herein 

mentioned, operate reto.il sto-res in the City of Oxnard; that the 

~:l) Sa.id. <!c.fe.nd.ants will, respectively, be referred to o.s Fifth 
Street Store, Gordon's and La Ba.rca. 
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Fifth Street Store and Gordon's sell men's clothing, dry goods and 

other merchandise, and that La Barca is a grocery store. 

That the Fifth Street Store daily operates two atation. 

wagonc b~tween its store and one or more of said c3mp$, picking up 

film worl(crs at the respective camps situ.:J.ted both within and out ... 

side the city limits of Oxnard o.nd trtlnsporting them to the said 

store, where they ~re expected to buy merchandise; that purchasec of 

merchandise at the Fifth Street Store by the passengers are ex­

pected and required for the transportation service rendered for 

them or said pas·sengers are refused return tranoportation; tha.t 

the Fifth Street Store does not charge a fare as such, but tr4nG­

ports passengers b~ck to camp only when they have purchased goods 

and merchandise at the ~tore; that free "no strings attached" 

transportation is not furnished to ~y person desiring to travel 

between the c~ps and Oxnard. 

That Gordon's regularly operates two pick-up trucks pro­

vided with bench seats, between its store and several of said l~bor 

c3mps, picking up farm workers at various of the n~d camps and 

transporting them to ito store where they a.rc expected and required 

to make purcbases of dry goods and merchandise in consideration of 

a return ride back to c~p; that passengers are refu~cd return 

rides if they have not made a purchase at Gordon's; th~t no free 

round-trip transportation is offercd,as passengers are required to 

show that a purehace wa.c> made. 

The only testimony concerning La Barca was given by its 

manage~who stated that he gave free rides to prospective customers 

residing in the three C4ilmpS within the city. No o,ther witness was 

called to testify concerning this clefendantfs transportation service. 
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The Commission having considered the evidence and mat~ers of 

:ecord, finds and concludes that the requirement by the Fifth Street 

Store and Gordon's of a purchase of merchandise before a passenger 

is permitted ~o board the motor vehicle for a return ride to camp 

is consideration and compensation pa1~ by said passenger for the 

transportation; thAt Benny noss.o.nd Leonard Young, doing business 

-' a~ Fifth Street Store, and Morris S·. Gordon, doing business as Gor-

don's Outlet Store, arc each engaged as common carriers for compen­

sation in the. ownership,. control, operAtion, or management of 

p~ssenger stages, as defined in Section 225 of the Public Utilities 

Code, over public highways in this State between fixed termini or 

over a regular route or routes not entirely within the limits of a 

Single city) ~d tha.t neither of said defendants· possesses or has 

received from this· Commission a certificate d~claring that public 

convenience and necessity require such operation, a.s· providl~d in 

Section 1031 of said Public Utilities Code. 

ORDER .... - ..... ~~ 

A public hearing having been ~cld>. the Commission being 

fully advised in thc premises and having found. f~cts ~$ se~ forth 
, '. , ~ I 

in the fo-re.going op~nion, and good cause appearing, 

IT IS ORDERED: 
,! ,I 

(1) That Benny Ross ~nd Leonard Young, cop~rtners, doing ____ -"' business as Fifth Street Store, and Morris S. Gordon, Coi'Zlg business 

as Gordon's Outlet Store, and each of them, are hereby ordered to 

cease and desist from operating .':l.S 0. IIpasscngcr stage corporationlf 

as defined in Section 226 of the Public Utilities Code, over any 
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publie highw~y in this State and p~rticularly between the following 

termini: 

Between the City of Oxnard,; on the one hand, and th~ follow­
ing farm labor camps: Pacifico, Buena Vista, Three Z, 
Garcia, Blanco, Norte, MObile, Saticoy, Camarillo, Somis 
and Lomas, on the other hand, 

unless and until they shall first have obtained from this Commi~$ion 

a certificate of public convenience and n~cessity authorizing such 

operation as required by Section l031 of the Public Utilitiec Code. 

(2) !hat the Secrotary of the Commission is directed tOC3UGC 

personal servic~ of this orc1cr'to be made on Benny Ross and/or -Leonard Young, copartners, doing business as Fifth S·treet Store, 

and on Morris S. Gordon, doing business as Gordon t $ Outlet Store, 

~d tbe effective date of this order as to each of the respective 

---' 

defendants shall be f 1 v e. days after th~ dQ.t~ of such service. -

(3) That the complaint against Jesus Rico, doins business ~ 

La Barca Market, be and it hereby is dismissed. 

D<lted at ___ ---l~ ....... ~~~ ________ , California., 

this ;2 3 a d day of -':':~~;':'-~~~....G. _____ , 1953. 


