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Decision No. ___ 5_7_~_~_~_5 ____ _ 

BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter of the Application of ) 
PACIFIC GAS Al:ID ELECnIC COMPANY for ) 
an order issuing a certificate of ) 
public convenience and nceessity to ) 
exercise the right, privilege and ) 
franchise granted to appliea~t by ) 
Ordinance No. 206 of the City Council ) 
of the City of Rio Vista, County of ) 
Sola'Oo, State of California. ) 

(Electric) ) 

------------------------------~) 

Application No. 40158 

F. T. Searles, John C. Morrissey and 
John S. Cooper, by Jewel M. Larson 

OPINION ------- .... _ .... 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, in this proceeding, 

asks for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 

exercise the rights and privileges of a franchise granted by the 

City of R.io Vista, permitting the installation. maintenance and use 

of an electric distribution and transmission system upon the streets 

of said city. A public hearing was held before Exaoiner Th0m33 E. 

Daly, 00. Sep:embcr 11" 1'958, at Soln Francisco,. 

The franchise referred to, a copy of which is attached to 

the application and designated as Exhibit A, was granted by the 

city in accordance with the Franchise Act of 1937 and is of indeter

minate duratio~. A fee is payable annually to the city equivalent 

to 2 per cent of the gross receipts arising from the use, operation,( 

or possession of the franchise, but not less than ~ per cent of the \~ 
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gross annual reeeipts from sales of electricity within the l~its of 

the city under said franchise. 

The costs incur:red by applicant in obtaining the franch:l'.'se 

are stated to have been $5,343.27, which amount does not i~clude 

costs incident to this application. Of this amount $5,284.37 rep

resents the settlement of disputed payments under the old franchise 

for the years 1945 through 1956. 

No objection to the granting. of the requested certificate 

has been entered. Furthermore, this utility or its predecessors 

have, for many years, served electricity in and about the ,City of 

Rio Vista without competition. As of December 31, 1957 it served 

976 electric customers within the city. 

After consideration it is found as a fact that public con

venience and necessity require the exercise by applicant of the right, 

privilege and franchise granted to applicant by Ordinance No. 206, 

of the City of Rio Vista. 

The certificate of public convenience and necessity herein 

granted is subject to the following prOVisions of law: 

1. That the Commission shall have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of the franchise involved herein 
or this certificate of public convenience and neces
sity or the right to own, operate or enjoy such 
fr~nchise or certificate of public convenience and 
necessity in excess of the zmount (exclusive of any 
tax or annual charge) actually paid to the State or 
to a political subdivision thereof as the considera
tion for the grant of such franchise, certificate of 
public convenience and necessity or right. 

2. That the franchise involved herein shall never be 
given any value before any court or other public 
authority in any proceeding of any character in 
excess of the cost to the grantee of the necessary 
publication and any other sum paid by it to the 
municipality therefor at the time of the acquisition 
thereof .. 
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ORDER .......... ~-...., 

V~ President 


