
57657 Decision No., ___ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SlATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
.a. corporatio:o, for authority to convert ) 
its Buntingville Exchange to dial service, ) 
to move the toll rate center fro=· ) 
Buotingville to Janesville to change the » Application No. 40565 
name of such exchange to "Janesville 
ExchaJ:Jge", to establish a base rate area ) 
therein, and establish rates Similar to ) 
those in the' adjoining exchanges. ) 

) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Citizens Utilities Company of california, a corporation, 

by the above-entitled application filed on Novexnber 3, 1958, requests 

the Commission, pursuant to Sections 491 and 701 of the Publie 

Utilities Code, to issue its order' ex-parte authorizing: 

1. The conversion of the Buntingville exehange located in 

t.a.ssen CoUDty to dial service, wi th the same offerings 

of service as llOW in effect ill the Susanville and Herlong 

exchanges. 

2. The mOvillg, of the toll rate center from the present loca

tion at Buntingville to Janesville. 

3. The ehaXJging of the name of BUDtingvi lle exchange to 

Janesville exchange. 

4. The establishment of a base re.te area in the proposed 

Janesville exchange. 

5. The es~lishment of rates corresponding to those :tn the 

Susanville and Herlong exchanges. 

Applicant is a california corporation furnishi~g exchange 

aDd toll telephone aDd water services in various parts of northern 

Cali.fornia. 
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Applicant presently furnishes limited hour multi-party 

magneto 'Jllallual exchange service to approximately 180 subscribers 

in its BUlltingville exchange. The BUXltillgvJ.lle excb..a.nge is bordered 

on the north by appliCaIlt' 5 SusBllville cl1al exchange and, aD the south 

by applicatlt' s Herlong dial excha:Dge. The principal commu:o:f. ty wi thin 

the present Buntingv11le exchange is located at JarJesv1lle, approxi

mately two miles to the northwest of Suntingville. 

In the interest of improving telephone service in the 

But1tingville area, applicant proposes: 

1. 'Xo convert the BUllting'Ville ex.c:ha:oge to dial service on 

or about December 27, 1958, with the same offerings of 

service as ~ow in effect in the Susaoville and Herlong 

exc:haIlges. 

2.. To move the toll rate center from. its present location 

at Buntingville to Janesville~ 

3. To' ehaJJge the name of the BUXltingville exchange to 

Janesville exchange. 

4. To establish a base rate area therein. 

5. To esta.blish rates corresponding to those in the SusaDville 

and Herlong exchanges • 

The boundaries of the proposed Janesville exchallge and 

the base rate area are shown on a map attached to the application as 

Exhibit D. It appears from the application that applicant recently 

contacted all of the 180 present Buntingville subscribers and all 

but five subscribers have signed a written statement indicating . 
their desire for improved dial telephone service and their willingness 

to pay rates) for the improved service~ equal to the rates paid for 

similar service in the adjoining Susanville acd Herlong exchanges. 

A comparison of present and applica:ot' s proposed tIlOXlthly 

rates for prinCipal clasSifications of exchange service follows: 
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Service 

Business 
I-party 
2-party 
SuburbBl'J lO";party 
Unl1ra:Lted mul ti-p&:ty 

Residence 
I-party 
2 ... party 
4"'party 
Suburbatl 10-party 
Unlimited multi-party 

.' 
Mon£hll : Rate 

Present ~4t'\Y-Pr?J?Osed 

$ 

4.00 

3.00 

$9.00 
7.50' 
7.00 

5.75 
5.00 
4.50' 
5.00 

... Indicates service not offered. 

Applicaxlt estimates that with the higher grades of service 

elected by present subscribers in Buntingville and under its proposed 

=ates, present BWltingville exchange subscribers will pa.y axmually 

approximately $6,400, or 35· per cent more for the improved dial 

telephone service th~ under the present rates and unlimited multi

party magtlcto service. A portion of such es'timated increased 

charges is expected to result from increased. toll usage under the 

improved service. 

The application shows that the moving of the toll rate 

center from Buneingville to J.a.1lesville will have but ,little effect 

on rates si~ce both locations are in the same rate block (R ... ll-S) 

and the most frequently called points from Buntingville exchange 

are Susanville and Herlong where no toll rate change is involved. 

A comparison of estimated reveDues, expenses and investment 

\lIlder present rates for presetlt magneto manual limited hours of 

service and ~der applicant's proposed rates with dial service and 

establishment of base rate area. may be s\.1IIIX:Ilarized as follows: 

Revenues 
Expexlses aDd taxes 
Net .. RevetJue 
Net Plant Illvestmellt 
Rate of Return OD Investment 

(Red figure) 

-3 ... 

Present 

$18,320' 18i> 
36, 

1.os.$ 

Proposed 

$ 24,690 
24,040 

650: 
160,480 

. 0.47. 
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Under app11caIlt' s plaD) all physical plant iD the 

BUDtiDgville exchange will be replaced with the exception of a rela

tively small amount of poles aDd wire. Applica:nt asserts that it 

does Dot aoticipate aoy change in the present static growth pattern 

of the area aDd that siDce BWlti'Dgville exchange is lslrge atld' sparsely 
I 

settled~ the per-station investme'Dt and cost of operation is necessar

i 1y higher tha:n in most of applicaDt r s other exchanges. 

The Commission has cODsideredthe above-entitled applica

tiOD a:nd is of the opi'DioD that a public hearing thereon is not 

necessary llDd that the gr8.tlting of the application as herein provided 

will not be adverse to the public iDterest aDd should result in 

improved service. We hereby fi'Dd as a fact that the increases in 

rates aDd charges authorized herein are justified aDd that present 

rates and charges in so far as they d1ffer from those herein pre

scribed) for the future upon estab11shmeDt of dial service at 

Jatlesvi11e are unjust aDd '\mreasotlable. 

IT IS ORDERED as follows,: 

1. Applicant is authorized to file with this Commission after 

the effective date of this order at2d OD or before March 3l) 1959) i'D 

accordance with GeDeral Order No. 96, the ehaxlges in rates for ex

~ge telephone services set forth on Exhibit F attached to the 

applicatioD atlci map of exchaDge and base rate area of JaDesville 

exchange as set forth on Exhibit D attached to the application, and 

on not less than three days' Dotice to the Commission and to the 

public to make such rates effective for telephone service furDished 

OD and after eODverSlOD of such exchange to dial service as dis

cussed above. 

2. The proposed relocation of the toll rate center from 

Buntingville to JaDesville aDd change in ~ame of B~tingville exchaDge 

to Janesville exchange is authorized to be made effective coincident 
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i 

with the effective date of the rates for telephone service author-

ized in Ordering Paragraph 1 above. 

'rbe effeetive date of this order shall be twerlty days after 

the dat:e hereof. 

Dated at Sa.n Fronc~o. 

clay Ofo:-_ ........ 1!;... .... ... ~ ... ,eI,;";""'_I..-r_:Z,,-,-,,,.-J7.../ ____ , 1958. 

, california, . this_4 ... , _-_d'_~ 

COiiiidssioners . 


