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D~cision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI01~ OF THE', STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Commission Investigation tnto the ) 
safety) maintenance) operations ) 
at~ use and protection of cross- ) 
ings at grade of public streets ) 
and the tracks of The AtChison, ) 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Com- ) 
pany between Mile Pos.ts 2:8 .. 6.4 and ) 
2B .. 19.0 and crossings at grade of ) 
~ublic streets and the tracks of ) 
the UNION PACIFIC r~OAD COMPANY ) 
between Mile Posts 3 .. S6. 2 and ) 
3-58.0 located in the City of ) 
Riverside, California:!> and in the ) 
County of Riverside, State of ) 
California. ) 

Joint Application o£ the CITY OF ) 
RIVERSIDE:I> THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA. ) 
~. SPNrA FE RPJ.LWAY COMP.ANY, a ) 
corporation, and UNION PACIFIC ) 
RAILROAD COMPANY, a corpora.tion, ) 
for an order to modify crossing ) 
protection of various crossings ) 
and to.close and abandon to, public ) 
use certain other crossings in the ) 
City of Riverside, California. ) 

Case No. 6197 

Application No. 40286 

Robert B. Curtiss, for The, Atchison, Topeka .and Santa 
Fe It&ilway Company, applicant and respondent. . 

Leland J. Thompson? Jr., for the City of RiverSide, 
applicant and respondent. 

MalcciUnDavis, for Union Pacific Railroad Company, 
applicant and respondent. 

A~ C. Keith, for t~ County of Riverside) respondent. 
G. R. Mi'tchell, for the Brotherhood of Locomotive 

Engineers, interested party. 
William C. Bricca and Alan F. Williams, for the 

Commission staff. 

OPINION ------ .... _- ....... 

Applicants request that Application No. 40286, filed 

July 23, 1958, be distO.issed. This request will be granted. Case 

No. 6197, filed. Novembe:r 3, 1958, is an investigation upon the 

C¢mmission '50 own motion into the safety, maintenance, operation at, 
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use and protection of all, or part, of approximately 44 enumerated 

grade crossings in or near the City of ?~verside for the following 

purposes: 

1. To determine whether or not the public safety and 
health require the abolishment of said crossings 
or any of them. 

2. To determine w~ther or not the publie safety and 
heal th require the reconstruction, relocation, or 
alteration of said crossings or any of them, or 
require the installation and maintenance of addi­
tional protective devices thereat, or require alter­
ation of existing protective devices. 

3. To prescribe the terms on which any s~ch crossing 
abo11sbment~ reconstruction, relocation, altera­
tion, installation, or maintenance of protection 
shall be done, and to make such apportionment of 
cost among the parties hereto, or any of them, as 
appears just and equitable. 

4. To determine whether or not the public safety and 
health require the discontinuance,alteration or 
change in the operative practices of respondent 
railroads at or about said crOSSings. 

5. To enter any other order that may be appropriate 
in the lawful exercise of the Commission's juris­
diction. 

The two railroads named in the title and the City and the 

County of Riverside, as well as the Division of Highways, were named 

as respondents. Each respondent was served with a copy of this 

order and was duly notified of the hearing. This bearing was held 

in Riversid2 on December 3, 1958, before Examiner Rowe. The 

COmmission staff introduced a comprehensive study of each of the 

crossings involved and this eXhibi~ also included detailed recom­

mendations covering a period through 1962. Also evidence not sub­

stantially inconsistent with the staff's recommendations was 

introduced by the other appearances. The matter was duly submitted 

for decision following argument. 

The Commission finds that public safety and health require 

that the protection and grade crossing clos1fl.gS recommenc!cd by the 
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seaff should be constructed or accomplished. This recommendation is· 

as follows: 

Installation of Automatic Crossing Proeection 
(wiefi prioriey dates as snown below) 

1959 -
2B-9.S Third Street. One automatic gate and one 

No. e flashing light signal. 

3-57.9 Third Street. One automatic gate and one 
No. 8 flashing light signal. 

2B-12.7 Jane Street. Two No.8 flashing light signals. 

2B-1S.2 Washington Street. Two No. 8 flashing light 
signals. 

1960 

2B-16.4 Van Buren Street. Two automatic crossing gates. 

2B-S.S L~dianapolis Avenue. Two automatic crOSSing gates. 

2B-S.9 Kansas Avenue. Two automatic crOSSing gates. 

1961 -
2:8-8.2 Marlborough Avenue. Two automatic crossing gates. 

2:8-13.7 Madison Avenue. Two automatic crossing gates. 

2B-1S.8 Jackson Street. Two No. 8 flashing light signals. 

2B-14.2 Jefferson Street. Two No. 8 flashing light signals'. 

1962 -
2B-1S.O y~ Street. Two No. 8 flashing light signals. 

2B-16.9 narrison St:reet. Two No. 8 flashing light signals. 

2B-17.4 Tyler Street. Two No.8 flashing light signals. 

2B-14.8 Adams Street. Two No. 8 flashing light signals. 
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The Following Grade Crossings Should be Closed 

On l'he Atchison, Topeka .:md Santa Fe Railway Company: 

2B ... 9.6 
2!-9.65 
2B-10.8 
2B-16 .. 6 

Fourth Street. 
Fifth Street 
Date Street 
Myers Street (closed when this street is 

blocked off by the new freeway). 

On the Union Pacific Railroad Company: 

3-56.5 Date Street. 
3-58.0 Commerce Street. 

The FOllowin~ Grade crossin~s Located 
North and South 0 tne City Shou a be Closed 

On The AtchiSon, Iopek.\l and Santa Fe Railway Company: 

2B-6.9 Villa Street. As sOOn as possible. 
2B-1S.O Polk Street. As soon as freeway is completed. 
2B-19.0 Fillmore Street. As soon as freeway is completed. 

Automatic Crossing Protection to be Installed 

2B-7.9 Columbia Avenue. Two automatic erossing gates, 19S9~ 

2:8-6 .. 4 Main Street. Two automatic crossing gates, 1960. 

The COmmission further finds that the only praetical means 

of ingress and egress of the residenee of Mrs. Myrtle Gregory and of 

the property of the Riverside Water Company, both located between the 

freeway and the water company canal and Brooks Street extended, is 

by means of a way of approximately 12 feet in width between the 

tracks of the ewo railroads and extending northerly to D&te Street, 

and that if Date Street should be closed this right of way must be 

extended between said tracks as far north as Cridge Street_ Counsel 

for the railroads stipulated that the order clOSing the grade cross­

ings at Date Street, crosssings 2B-10.8 and 3-56.5 may be conditioned 

upon such right of way being conferred. As to Myers Street, it is 

further found that it should be closed as to vehicular traffic 

bu~ not as to pedestrian traffic. 

There was introduced into evidence a memorandum from the 

P~sistant City Engineer to the Public Works Director of the City of 
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Riverside which sets forth the terms of an agreement entered into 

between the City anc the two railroads involved. This is as follows: 

"November 14, 1958 

TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 

PUBLIC woru<s DIRECTOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ENGINEER 
SUMMARY OF 11E:E'I'ING ON NOVEllBER. 14, 19'58, CONCERNING 
n-m RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS AFFECTED BY THE RIVERSIDE 
FREEWAY 

"A meeting was held in &iverside City Hall on November 14 and 
was attend~d by the persons listed on the attached sheet. 
After discussion of all phases of the matter in connection 
with the investigation proposed by the Public Utility Com­
mission to be held on December 3 in Riverside, the following 
matters were mutually agreed upon. 

"It was decided that since the City had already entered into 
a firm agreement ,·,.ith the Division of Highways for the free­
ways which have b~cn or will be constructed and which affect 
the traffic crossing the railroad, but did not, at the time 
of signing these agreements, request assistance in adding 
protection to these crossings, it was decided that neither 
the City nor the railroads would request that the Division of 
Highways participate in the cost of additional protection. 

"I~ was agreed between the Union Pacific Railroad and the City 
of Riverside that during 1959 the Date Street and Commerce 
Street crossings of the Union Pacific RAilroad Company would 
be closed with the approval of manag~cnt and City Council 
and that one automatic gate and one No. 8 flashing light would 
be installed at the Union Pacific's Third Street crossing. 
The cost of the protection at Tl4ird Street ~ll be shared 
between the Union Pacific and the City on the oasis of 55 pcrcact 
to be paid by the Railroad and 45 percent to be paid by the 
City. 

"It was agreed between the Santa Fe Railroad tlnd the City of 
Riverside that the folloWing crossings would be closed in 
1959 ~Gith the approval of management and City Council: Fourth 
Street, Fifth Street, Date Street, and Myers Street. The 
following protection would be installed during 1959: one 
automatic gate and one No. 8 flashing light at Third Street, 
two No. 8 flashing lights at Jane Street, and ewo No. 8 flash­
ing lights at Washington Street. Tl1e cost of the above pro­
tection work to be shared 55 percent by the Railroads and 
45 percent by the City of Riverside. 

"The other crOSSing protection which l'las been or will be ordered 
by the Public Utility Commission in subsequent years at the 
Santa Fe Crossings will be subject to further discussion as to 
the method of sl~ring the cost. 

1'FFI.:de 
"Att. 

(Signed) Fro.nl( Lefeber" 
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"NOVEMBER. 14, 1958, MZETIr~G C01~CERNING THE RAILROAD GF....A.DE 
CROSSINGS AFF~CTED BY THE RIVERSIDE FREE"W'AY 

NAME - TITLE ORGANIZATION 

J. F. Martin~k Public Works Director City of Riverside 
Frank Lefeber Assistant City Engineer City of Rivers~de 
v. W. Smith Supt., U.P.R.R. Los Angeles 
F. G. Schurman Division Engineer U.P.R.R., L.A. 
M. J. McGuire Office Engineer U.P.R.R.) L.A. 
Malcolm Davis Assistant Cen.Solicitor U.P.R.R., L.A. 
R. K. Knolton Attorney Santa Fe R.;tilroad 
A. ~r. Sh.el ton Engineer Santa Fe Railroad 
L. S. Moore Traffic Engineer Calif.Division of Hwys. 
s. W. Martin R/W Agent Calif.Division of Hwys. 
C. B. Mackey R/W Agent calif.Divisionof :Swys. 
Leland J. Thompson Asst. City Attorney City of RiverSide." 

It was stipula.ted· that this mcm.orand\Ull correctly sets 

forth the agreement of these parties. The Commission finds· the 

contract to be in the public interest and it is approved. The 

order herein will carry out the terms and provisions of this agree­

ment. The grade crOSSings in the City not referred to in this 

contrace have been recommended by tho staff for disposition in sub­

sequent years. In the County the evidence justifies closing Vill~ 

Street and protecting Columbia Avenue as the staff recommends. The 

County concurs as to the protection of th~ latter closing. There is 

insufficient evidence to justify an order as to these other grade 

crossings not eovered by the contract or referred to in the preced­

ing sentence, as to tae proper allocation of costs. Also> it is 

felt that their propeA:' determination in the future may be influenced 

by conditions whicl'l may not remain unchanged. Consequently, the 

parties will be required to file with the Commission on or before 

the first day of the years 1960, 1961 and 1962 annual statements 

sQtting forth the plans for the completion of the work recommended 

by the staff and outlined above for tl1at particular year. 
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ORDER 

Public hearing having been held and based on the above 

findings, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the grade crossings of Da~e Street and Commerce 

Street over the Union Pacific Railroad Company's trae~~ in the City 

of Riverside designated as Crossings Nos. 3~56.5 and 3-58.0 shall 

be closed to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic within ninety 

days after the effective date of this order by the construction of 

proper barriers at the sole cost of said railroad coop~y. 

2. That Union Pacific Railroad Comp~y shall install one 

Standarti NQ. 8 flashing light signal, equipped with one aut~tic 

crossing gate, at Crossing No. 3-57.9 (Third Street). 

3. That the City of Riverside shall bear 45 per cent of the 

cost of the additional protection provided for in the preceding 

ordering paragraph and Union Pacific Railroad Company shall effec~ 

said construction and improvement within 120 days after the eff~c­

tive date of this order and shall bear 5S per cent of said construc­

tion cost and all of the subsequent maintenance cost of said 

signals and gate. 

4. That the grade crossings of Fourth, Fifth, Date, Myers 

and Villa Streets over The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway 

Company tracks in or ncar the City of RiverSide designated as 

Crossings Nos. 2B-9.6, 2B-9:.65,2B-10.8, 2B .. 16.6 and 2:8-6.9 shall 

each be closed to vehicular traffic and each, except Myers Street 

(No. 2B-16.6) shall be closed to pedestrian traffic: within ninety 

days after the effective date of-- this order by the construction of 

proper barriers at the sole cost of said railway eomp~y. 
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5. That after closing to vehicular use said Crossing 

No. 2B-16.6, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company shall 

have and maintain said crossing to be designated No. 2B-16.6-D as a 

pedestrian crossing not more than six feet in width between lines 

two feet outside the outer rails and shall continue the maintenance 

of the two Standard No. 1 crossing signs presently installed. The 

construction and maintenance of the pavement shall be performed by 

the railway. 

6. That The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 

shall install one Standard No. 8 flashing light signal equipped with 

one automatic crossing gate at Crossing No. 2B-9.S (Third Street) 

and at Jane Street and at Washington Street Crossings Nos. 2B-l2.7 

and 2B-13.2, respectively; said railway company shall install two 

Standard No. S flashing light signals. 

7. That the City of Riverside shall bear 45 per cent of the 

cost of the additional protection provided for in the preceding 

orderi:lg paragraph and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway .. 

Company shall effect said construction and improvement within 120 

days after the effective date of this order and shall bear 55 per 

cent of said construction cost and all subsequent maintenance cost 

of said signals and ga.te. 

8. That within thirty days after the construction has been 

completed, at each grade crOSSing, the railroad performing the work 

shall give written notice of compliance with the terms of this 

decision as a.pplied thereto. 

9. That The Atchison) Topeka. a.nd Santa Fe Railway COtZ1p8l'ly 

shall install two Standard No. S flashing light signals, equipped 

with automatic crossing gates at Crossing No. 2B-7.9. 

lO. That the County of Riverside shall bear 50 per cent of the 

cost of the additional protection provided for in tbe preceding 
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ordering paragraph and said Company shall effect said construction 

and tmprovement within 120 days after the effective date of this 

order, and shall bear 50 per cent of said construction cost and all 

subsequent maintenance costs of said signals 4nd gates. 

11. That the closing of the grade crossing at Date Street 

(2:8-10.8 and 3-56.5), as provided in ordering paragraphs 1 and 4, 

are subject to the condition that each of said railroads shall 

jointly or severally grant to Riverside Water Company and to 

Mrs. Myrtle Gregory a right of way by motor vehicle or otherwise 

beeween the respective railroad tracks to and from their property, 

on the one hand, and Cridge Street, on the other hand. 

12. That Application No. 40286· is dismissed without prejudice. 

13. That on or before the first day of the years 1960, 1961 and 

1962 the respondent railroads and the City of Riverside and the 

County of Riverside shall file with this Commission statements 

setting forth the plans for the cOming year for the completion of 

the work recommended by the staff and outlined in the preceding 

opinion. 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty clays 

after the date hereof. 

,"7l Dated at &XI. Fr:lJlCisco 

of l5«kwWl/Lj.!, 1959. ) r 
~ 

112/JL , California, this _') ___ -_~day 

SSl.oners 


