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Decision No. ___ ...;;;....;.57.~9;;...7._4 __ _ 

BEFORE ~ PUBLIC UTn.ITIES COMMISSION OF !KE STA'XE OF CALIFO~~IA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Southern Pacific Compar.y for 8uthority ) 
to discontinue agency .at L3ws, County ) 
of Inyo, State of California, nnd to ) 
maintain said station as a Class A ) 
nonagency station. ) 

) 

AppliC:ltion No. 40403 

Randolph ~rr a~d Ha~old S. Lentz, for ap,licant. 
~oyd A. T~r, for Bishop Ch:llXlber of COUl'i.'llerce, 

protestant. 
Willis Smith, for Huntley Indu~trial Minerals, 
Inco:p~ed and for the City of Bishop, 
interested pa:ties. 

OPINION 
---...~ .... -.~ 

By application filed September 4) 1958, Southern Pacific 

Company requests an orde: authorizing it to discontinue its agency 

at Laws, Inyo County, tznd to oointain said station as a Class A 

nonagency station. 

Public hearing was held in Bishop on December 10, 1958, 

before Exz:n5ner R.owe, at which time evidence both oral and documen

tary wa s adduced .and the 'CUltter submitted for decision. 

The railroad renders no passenger service ancl no tickets 

are sold at the station. laws is the present tcminus of a narrow 

gauge line which extends south to Keeler, ~ distance of rou~~y 

seventy miles. At approXimately fifty four mil~s south of Laws the 

line touches the company I s broad gauge li:lc at Cwcnyo where the 

freight must be placed on regular freight cars for its ultimate 

destination. By clOSing this agency .:lpplicant will axmually save 

approximately $5,500. 
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l:he carload movement of freight will not be adversely 

affected by the requested change. The train serves this point:J Laws:J 

three days per week if there is freight to be carried. P.acific 

Motor Trucking Company does not serve Laws but will continue to 

operate to and from Bishop which is 5.1 miles distant. During the 

recent truck strike a substantial volume of less than carload freight 

moved to .and from Laws:J but in normal times applicant cannot be 

expected to successfully compete with trucks because of its Short 

distance operation and especially because transshipment is required 

at Owenyo. 

Protestant BiShop Chamber of Commerce pOinted to the value 

of the line as a tourist attraction. It was also asserted that the 

annual trip for railroad enthusiasts which was discontinued because 

of hazards to the £ans:J should be reinstated. Upon fu.ll considera

tion of the record in this proceeding, the Commission is of the 

opinion and finds that public convenience and necessity no longer 

require the service of an agent at Laws. 

ORDER ...... _--...-, 

Public hearing having been held and the above matter 

having been duly submitted> 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) 'I'bat Southern Pacific Company is authorized to discontinue 

its agency at ~s, Inyo County, subject to the followingcondit:lons: 

8. Southern Pacific Company shall maintain 
said station in a Class A nonagency status. 

b. Southern Pacific Company shall give not 
less than ten days' notice to the public 
of clisconeinuance of agency service by 
posting notice thereof at the station. 
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e. Within ninety days after the effective date 
hereof ~ Southem Pacific Company ~ upon not 
less than ten days' notice eo this 
Cormrd.ssion and to the public. shall file in 
duplicate amendments to its tariffs shOW1Dg 
the changes herein authorized and shall make 
reference in such tariff amendments and said. 
notice to this decision as authority therefor. 

d. The authorization herein granted shall expire 
if not exercised wit.hin ninety days after the 
effective date hereof. 

e. Within thirty days after discontinuance of 
service as herein authorized~ spplieant 
Southern Pacific Company shall notify this 
Commissio:l in writing thereof and of 
compliance with the above conditions. 

The effective date of this order Shall be twenty days 
after the date hereof. 

, California. thiJ4£. 

- 3 -


