
Decision No. _S_S_~'025_~_~ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In tho Matter of the Investigation into ) 
the rates, rules, regulations, chArgos, ) 
~llowances and praet1ees of all common ) 
carriers, highway carriers and city ) 
carriers relating to the transportat1o~ ) CaD¢ No. 5438 
of fresh or green fruits &no ve~etablos ) 
~d ~elatod items (commodities for which ) 
rates are provided in Min~ Rate Tariff ) 
No.8}. ) 

SUPPLEMEnTAL OPINION AND ORDER 

X;!1n1Im.u'!l. rates, rules and regulations tor the transportation 

of fresh fruits and vegetables w1th~ California are prescribed 1n 

M1ntmum Rate Tarift No.8. Item No. 60 ot the tar1ff requires that 

charges be assessed on the gross we1ghtr of the shiproent and requires 

under some circumstances that the actual gross weight or the ~h1p­

ment shall be confirmed by a public weighmaster's certificate. Under 

alternative rate a.pplication provis1ons ot the toriff, h1.;hway permit 

carriers may assess rail carload rates if such rates provide lower 

~arges tor the same transportation. 

On or about November ~, 19$8, there was distributed to 

known interested parties a. ~roposed eY~ibit prepared by a rate expert 

of the Commission statf... The e.xh.11>1treconwended adoption or desig­

nated weights to be used in connection with the tr~sportat1on of 

onions and pota.toes in sacks. The pa.rties were requested to submit 

any comments or suggestions on or before December 18, 1958, gnd we~e 

1ntor.med that, in the absence or sub~tantial objection or re~uest 

ror public hearing, consideration would be given to the 1~suanee or 

an ex parte order rov1.s1ng MinimWll Rate Ta:rirr No. 8 in accordance 

with the sta.t:!' reconwen(ia.t1on as conta.ined in the report of the ra.te 

exp.ert. 
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No objection or request for public hearing has been 

received. The stafr report has been made a part of the record in 

this proceeding, identified as EXhibit D-l. 

According to the staff exhibit, onions and potatoes are 

generally shipped in sacks of standard ca~acit1es. The standard 
. 

sacks are freely used in the trade for packing and invoicing purposes, 

and in many instances the invoiced net weights are marked clearly on 

the sacks. 

The starr report states that misunderstandings between 

$h1ppers and carriers have occurred in applying truckload'rates' 

on onions and potatoes by reason of the fact that actual gross 

weights must be obtained and a~plied when the rates in Vdn1mum Rate 

Tariff No. 8 are ~sed, whereas different weights are applicable when 

rail carload rates are l.lsed by highway carriers. Misunderstandings 

~4ve developed also by reason of the additional fact that highway 

eommon carriers, as distinguished from highway permit carriers, may 

not a~ply rail rates or weights except as published in the highway 

common carriers' tariff~. 

The report shows that transportation weights specified 1n 

the following table have been used to govern rail transportation for 

many years. The weights thus specified COnfO~M within close limits 

te the actual gross weights of onions and potatoes shipped in. th~ 

sacks of the standard capacities •. 

Packed and Invoiced 
Weight Per Sa.ck 

10 pounds 1, pounds 
25 pounds ,0 pounds 

100 pounds 
5-10 pound consumer 

paper bags 
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~ransportat1on Weight 
Per Sack 

lO.·~ pounds 
15'* pounds 
25';' pounds 
,ot pounds 

101 pounds 
51-314 pounds 
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It is the stat! recommendation that Item No. 60 of 

Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8 be amended by incorporating into the item 

the weights set forth in the foregoing table. 

Because ot the close conformity between actual seale 

weights and the sugge~ted transportation weights, little or no 

Change in the total transportation charges would result. The 

recommended tariff changes ~nll simplify the determination of 

transportation charges, offill tend to reduce m1sunderstandings. be­

tween shippers and carriers concerning transportation weights and 

cr.arges, and. Will have the further adva.ntage:of obviating the 

necessity of obtaining weignt certificates. 

In the cirC'l.lmS tanees, it appea.rs, and. the Commiss1on 

r1n~s, that the modifications proposed in Exhibit D-1 in this 

proceeding are justified and that the minimum rates, rules and 

regulations as $0 modified are and will be just, reasonable and 

nondiscriminatory min~ rates tor the transportation of onions 

or potatoes packed and invoiced in sacks of standard capacities. 

rd~uc Rat~ Tar1ff No. 8 Will be reVised accordingly. T.his is a 

matter in which a pub11c hearing 1s not neeessary. 

Therefore, goo~ cause appearing, 
IT IS ORDE?..ED: 

(1) That Yd:oimuxn Rate Tariff Nv. 8 (Appendix ftc" of 

Decision No. 33977, as amended) is hereby further amended by 

incorporating therein to become effective April 10, 1959, lhirteenth 

Revised Page 8, which revised page is attached hereto and ~y th1s 

reference made a part hereof. 

(2) ~t tarir~ publications required to be made by 

common carriers as a result of the order herein may be made effect1ve 
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,i 

not earlier than the effective 6ate hereof on not iess than five 

days' not1ce to the Commission and to the public, and that su~ 

tar1ff publieations shall be made e!:f'ect1 ve not later than April 10, 

1959 .. 

(3) 'l'hat in all other respects ~a.1d Decision No'. 33977, 

as amended, shall rema1n in !Ull torce ana effeet. 

This order shall become effective twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, th1s 

February, 1959. 

i£ /7 --aay 01: 
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~J::Cl'ION NO.. l-ltULES 11.1'® itmU.r..:aIONS -OF CtENl::!\.-U;­
APPLICATION (Cor.t~~cd) 

APPLICATION OF TiIRIFP-COJ£AODITIES 

P..'ltes in thi:; tariff apply' to tr.:..~porta.tion of the follow1ng 
co~odit1oo (See Exception): 

Fruits, frc~h or ere en (not cold p~ck nor frozen); 
Veectac1cs, frosh or green (not cold pack nor frozon), 

including :lushrOOr.l:J" fresh; 
ContDi:'.E:rs .. ecpty, seeond-ha.nd, returm.1lg fro:n a.."l out­

bound paYing lond, of cO::l:1oditic$ fox' which ratcs 
are provided heroin or fOl'w.:u-dcd for a. return Jt.lyine 
lo.ld .. of comodities for whie.~ rates ::rre provided i.."l 
thi: ta...""1ff, S'Ucject to Note l. 

EXCEPXION.-Rntcs in this t~ff do not 3pply to tr~~port~tion ot: 

(~) Fresh or green !ruits~ fresh or green vegcta~les~ or ~ush­
roo~~ as descriccd hcrein~ wh~n th~ point of destinAtion of the ship-

40-J ~ont 1: ~ ea~~r.r, ~ceucul~tion station, cold stor~ge p1~t, precool-
Ccncels ing pl.lnt ~ or 'Winery, nor to' the empty eo:~ta.!~t:I:'" \Wod or sh1pped ~'l.'tt 
4O-1 for use .in connection with such transp¢rtllt1o:CJ !'Q.bject to N<Qte 2. 

(b) Fresh or green fruits, fresh or grGcn vegetables or aush­
rooos, ~ de3cribed her~in, when tr~sportecl froQ the field or point 
of growth to a packing plant, or Cl pae~ shed, . 
nor to er:.pty cont3in~rs \U3ed or shipped ou.t tor usc in COMcetion 
'with ouch tr~port.:ltion, su'ojcct to No'Ws 2 .:md ,3. 

(c) Citrus !rui t!l when the point of desti..~tion of the 3hi,PQ.cnt 
is within the Lo:; lingoles Dr~ya.ge .iJ;rea., ~s desen'oec. in llinim1.Jn Rnte 
'Xari!! No. S; :lor to t.~~ e:::.pty cont.:incrs used or :;hippcd out tor use 
in connection v~th such transportation. 

(d) Sugar "beets when the point or destination of thc shipr.1cnt is 
~ 'beet sugar fActoX7 or c railroad loading d1Jtlp. . 

(e) Property :tor th~ Unltod St~tes 06vernmont. . 
NO'I'E 2.-For the pur:po::7e of this itc;:l, the £o~ dc!i:ntions 

':':111 apply: 

(Ol) P<lck~~ Shed or Pocking Pl~t:-r<lci11tics ~i."lta.inod for 
a.sse::l'bling, sorting, gro.ding, or paeking tho co::l!:l¢dity for shi;pm.cnt. 

(b) Precooling Plant:-Filcilitic3 Qainta~"lec for the purpos~ of 
~rocoo1ing co~odities for shipment uneer refrigeration • 

. (c) Cold Stor<lge PlAnt:-Facilitic$ naintained for the stor~e or 
co~oditios und~r refrieeration. 

(d) Cannc~J:-Fa.cilitie: :n~intainea tor the proceo~ing ot c~;~odi­
tics ~t which the cO~Joditico arc ca.."lned~ preserved, dri¢d, troz~n, 
piCkled,. briz~ed~ or other/~sc processed into ~u!acturod product~. 
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~Winery:-Faeilitio3 maintained for tho purpo:e o~OdUOing 
vinous liquorz" including wine, c~pagne and brandy. 

(f) Aceuculation Station:-Yard3 or open aroas ~intained for 
the receiving of unprocessed cocoodities froe the field, and aocucu­
lation and co~solidation of such eoccoditle~ for 3hip~ent to· ~ ean­
nC~/, winery, cold stor~sc plant or precooling plant. 

NOTE ~.-EXcept for tho transportation of citrus fruits in field 
boY-as or in bulk, or avocados" exe~tion doos not apply vhen the dis­
tance between point of origin and pOint of dest~tion exceeds 50 con­
ctructive l':lile: cOtlputed in accordance with the provisions of Itot'l. 
No. llO. 

SHIPMEN'l'S TO BE RATED S~ARATELY 

Ea.ch shiptlcnt shall 'bo ratod sopo.rotely. Shipments shall not be 
consolidated nor co~bined by the carrior. Componont p~s of split 
pickup or :)!>lit. d.elivery shipcents, a.s defined in Itc:1 No. ll, may 'be 
co:::;:,bined t:ndor the proVisions of ItotlS Nos. 170 and lSO. , 

GROSS 'WEIGH!' 

(a) Chargo::; shall be a:oeosed on tho gross weight of tho ship~ont, 
including containor 1c1ng" 11" OJly. No allowance sWJ. be :JAdo for tho 
weight of containors. 

""(b) In connection \lith shipmonts weighing 20,,000 POundB or r.lOrc,. ! 
transported for distances in excoss of ;0 conztruetivo ~e3, the 
actual gross woiGht or tho shipmont shall bo confirQod by ~ public 
woigh:Aster' s eortifie~tc" vhich shall bo obtained by tho e~or prior 
to or at the ti:le of uru.oo,dillg. 

*60...c 
Cancel:: 
. 6O-B 

*(c) v~on the carrier obtains a public woighcaster's certi!iceto? 
chargeo zhall be based on tho weight or the cocooditios as coDfir.cod 
by the public wci~~cter's certificate. The original and duplic~to 
copy of the public weighcazter's cortificate shall be affiXod to· the 
shipper's ~d carrior'z copy of the freight bill, (see Item No. 2;5)" 
roepoetively. 

/}¢6:EXCEPl'ION.-on shipconts or oniOrlO or potatoes pa.cked aDd ixlvoieod 
in sack: or stando.:rd. cap~cities ac shown bolow" chargos sha.ll be 
assessod on the gross wOights as follows: 

When ?~cked n~d Invoiecd ?~: 

10 pounds por sack 
15 pound: per S!l.ck 
25 pounds por sack 
50 pou:ru!~ por :".ck 

100 pounds por sack 
5-10 pound consucer paper 

bage per sa.ck 

C~~ges Shall Bo Assessod on 
Q;;:oss W~i8'ht pc'%' PnS1((lp:¢" of: 

lot pounds per sa.ck 
1~ poWlds por 3D.olt 
25; poundo perstlck 
50; pounds por so.ck i 

101 pounds per oack 
51-3/4 pounds :po:!:' so.ek 

UNITS OF M:E:ASUREMENT IN QUOTATION OF RATES AND CHJ\.RGES 

65 RAtos or ~ccccsoria.l ehargos shall not be ~uotcd or A~sessed by 
carriors basod upon a unit of measuro~nt difforont fro~ thAt in 
which the ~D'rnxc rates and charges in this tariff are otatod. 

* Cha.nge ) 
j~ Addition ) Docioion No. 
¢ Inoroase ) 
6 Reduction ) 

EFFECTIVE APRIL 10, 1959 
Issucd by the Public Utilities CO~$sion of the S~ate of Calirornin? 

Correc~ion No. 222 San Fr~cisco, C~lirornie. 
::s-


