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Decision No. S8025

In the Matter of the Investigation into
the rates, rules, regulations, charges,
allowances and practices of all common
carriers, highway carriers and city
carrlers relating to the transportation
of fresh or green frults and vegetablos
and related items (commodities for which
rato& are provided in Minimum Rate Tariff
No. 8

Case No. 5438

SUPPLEMENTAL OPINTION AND ORDER

Minlmum rates, rules and regulations for the transpertation
of Lfresh frults and vegetables within California are prescrided in
Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8. Item No. 60 of the tariff requires that
charges be assessed on the gross weight of the shipment and recuires
under 3ome circumstances that the actual gross weight of the ship-
ment shall be confirmed by & public weighmaster's cortificete. Under
alternative rate application provisions of the tariff, highway permit
carrlers may assess rall carload rates ir such rates provide lower
charges foxr the same transportation.

On or about November 2, 1958, there was distributed to
known Interested partles a proposed exhibit prepared by a rate expert
of the Commission staff. The exhibit recommended adoption of desig-
nated welghts to be used in connection with the transportation of
onions and potatoes in sacks. The parties were requested to submit
any comments or suggestions on or before December 18, 1958, and.were
informed that, In the absence of substantlél objection or request
for public hearing, consideration would be given to the issuance of
an ex parte order revising Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8 1n accordance

with the staff recommendation as contalned in the report of the rate

expert.




No objection or request for public hearing has been
received. The staff revort haé been made a part of the record in
this proceeding, identifled as Exhibit D-1.

According to the staff exhibit, onions and potatoes are
generally shipped in sacks of standard cavnacities. The standard

sacks are freely used in the trade for packing‘ané invoicing purposes,

and in many instances the invoiced net weights are marked clearly on :

the sacks.

The staff report states that misunderstandings between
shippers and carriers have occurred in applying truckload’ rates:
oa onions and potatoes by reason of the fact that actual gross
weights must be obtained and applied when the rates in Minimum Rate
Tariff No, 8 are used, whereas different weights are applicadle when
rall carload rates are wused by highway carriers. Misunderstandings
have developed also by reason of the additional fact that highway
common carriers, as distinguished from highway permit carriers, may
not apply rall rates or weights except as published in the highway
common earriers' tariffs,

The report shows that transportation welghts specified in
the following table have been used t¢ govern rail transportation for
many years. The weilghts thus specified conform within ¢lose l1limits
te the actual gross welghts of onions and potatoes shipped in the
sacks of the standard capacities. .

Packed and Involced Iransportation Welght
Wedght Per Sack Per Sack

10 pounds 10+ pounds

15 pounds 15% pounds

25 pounds 25% pounds

50 pounds 504 pounds

100 pounds 101 pounds

5-10 pound consumer 51-3/% pounds
paper bags '




It is the staff recommendation that Item No. 60 of
Mirnimum Rate Tariff No. 8 be amended by incorporating into the item
the weights set forth in the foregoing table.
Because of the close conformity between actual scale
- welghts and the suggested transportation weights, little or no
change in the total transportation charges would result. The
recoxxended tariff changes will simplify the determination of

transportation charges, will tend to reduce misunderstandings be-

tween shippers and carriers concerning transportation weights and
charges, and will have the further advantage of obviating the
necessity of obtalning weight certificates.

In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commission
finds, that the modifications proposed in Exhibit D~1 in this
proceeding are justified and that the minimum rates, rules and
regulations as 5o modified are and will be just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory minimum rates for the transportation of onmions
or potatoes packed and invoiced in sacks of standard capacities.
Minizum Rate Tarif{ No. & will be revised accordingly. This is a
matter in wkich a publie hearing 15 not necessary.

Therefore, good cause appearing,
IT IS ORIZRED:

(1) That Minimom Rate Tariff N.. 8 (Appendix "CY of
Decision No. 33977, as amended) is hereby further amended by
incorporating therein to become effective April 10, 1959, Thirteenth
Revised Page 8, which revised page is attached hereto and Dby tals
reference made a part hereof.

(2) That tariff publications required to be made by

common carriers as a result of the order herein may be made effective




not earlier than the effective date hereof on not less than five
days' notice to the Commission and to the public, and that sued

tarifsf publications shall be made effective not later than April 10,
1959.

(3) That in all other respects said Decision No. 33977,

as amended, shall remain in full force and effect.

This order shall become effective twenty days after
the date hereof.

i’

Dated at San Francisco, California, this _/ 7 =day of
february, 1959.

Comm;g§§§§§§§42\721‘555:-—
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SECTION NO, 1-RULES AND REGULATIONS OF GENERAL
APPLICATION (Comtinucd)

LOwT
Canecels
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APPLICATION OF TARIFF~COLLIODITIES

Rates in this toriff apply to trensportotion of the following
comuodities (See Exception):

Frults, fresh or green (not cold pack nor frozen);

Vegetables, frosh or green (not cold pack nor frozen),
including mushrooms, fresh;

Containers, ecopty, second-hand, returning from an oute
bound paying load, of commoditics for which rates
are provided hercin or forwarded for a return paying
load, of commodities for which rates are provided in
this toriff, subject to Note 1.

NOTE l.-Highway carriers must determine before accepting shipmemt
that said containers were moved £illed and are being reoturned by the
same carrier or carricrs to consignor of the £illed containers; or
that containers shipped for return paying load will, when filled,
nove by the same carrier or carriers to the consignor of the ordginal
czpty containers.

ZXCEPTION.=Rates in this tariff do not apply to transportation of

(2) Fresh or green fruits, fresh or green vegetables, or mushe
rooms, as described herein, when the point of destination of the ship-
aent 45 o cammery, accumulotion station, cold storage plant, precool~
ing plant, or winery, nor to the empty contaiRars usod or shipped ouv
for use in connection with such transportation, subject %o Nete 2.

(b) Fresh or green fruits, fresh or grecn vegetables or mushe
rooms, as descrided herein, when transported from the fiecld or point
of growth to & packing plant, or a packing shed, ‘
nor to cnpby containers used or shipped out for use in commection
with such transportation, sudject 4o Notes 2 and 3.

(¢) Citrus fruits when the point of destination of the shipaent
is within the los Angoles Drayage Area, as deserided in llinimum Rate
Tarifs No. 5; nor to the cmpty combaincrs used or shipped out for usc
in comnection with such transportation.

() Sugar beets when the point of destinetion of the shipment is
a beet sugar factory or o railrocd loading dump. :

(¢) Property for the Urited States Govermmont,

NOTE 2.-For the purpose of this itcm, the following definitions
will apply:

(a) Packing Shed or Packing Plant:~Facilitics maintained for
assenbling, sorting, grading, or packing the commodity for shipment.

(b) Precooling Plent:-Facilitics maintained for the purpose of
yrocooling commodities for shipment under refrigeration.

() Cold Storage Plant:~Facilities maintained for the storage of
commoditics under refrigeration.

(@) Camnery:~Facilitics maintained for the processing of coimodie-
ties at which the comaoditics are canned, preserved, dricd, frozen,
plekled, brined, or otherwise processed into manufactured products.




(.Wine:y: =Fecilities mpintained for the purpose ozq-oducing
vinous liquors, including wine, champague and brandy.

(£) Accurmiation Stetion:=Yards or open arcas maintained for
“he receiving of unprocessed commodities from the field, and accunu~
lation and consolidation of such commoditdes for shipment %o a can-
nory, winery, cold storage plant or precooling plant.

NOIZ 3.-Except for the transportation of citrus fruits in field
boxos or in bulk, or avocados, oxerption doos not apply when the dis-
Tance between point of origin and point of deostination excoeds 50 con=

;tructive rmiles computed in eccoxdance with the provisions of Itom
o 110,

50

SHIPMENTS TO BE RATED SEPARATELY

Zoch shipment shall be rated separatoly. Shipments shall not be
consolidated nor combined by the carrior. Compopont parts of split
picleup or oplit delivery shipments, as defized in Item No. 11, may be
combined wnder the provisions of Items Nos. 170 and 180. ‘

#60-C
Cancols
"~ 60-3

GROSS WEIGHT

(a) Chargos shall be assessed on tho gross weight of tho shipmont,
including container Leing, if any. No allowance shall be made foxr the
woight of containers.

%(b) In econnection with shipmente weighing 20,000 pounds or more,
tronsported for distances in excoss of 50 constructive miles, the
actual gross weight of tho shipmont shall bo confimmoed by o pudblic
wolghmaster's cortificate, which shall be obtairned by the carrior prior
to or at the tine of unloading.

%(c) vhon the carrier obtains a public weighmaster's certificato,
charges shall be based on the weight of the cormodities as confirmed
by the public weighmactor's certificate. The original and duplicato
copy of the public weighmaster's certificato shall be affixol to the
shipper's and carrior's copy of the freight bill, (see Item No. 255),
recpectively.

##0 6EXCEFTION.~On shipments of onions or potatoos packed and invoicod
in sacks of stondard capacitics as chown below, charges shall be
asses530C on the gross woights as follows:

Charges Shall Be Assessed on

When Packed nnd Invoieed ns: Cross Weight per Pnelnpe of':
10 pounds por sack 10+ pounds por sack |
25 pounds per sack 15+ pounds por saclk |
25 pounds per sack 25% pounds per sack
50 pounds por sack 50% pounds por sack -
100 pounds por sack 101 pounds per sack
5«10 pound consumex paper 51=3/4 pounds por sack

bage per sack

65

UNITS OF MEASUREMENT IN QUOTATION QF RATES AND CHARGES

Rates or accccsorial chargos shall not Be gquoted or assessed by
carriors basoed upon & wnit of mopsurement different fmren that in
which the mini=um rates and charges in this tariff are stated.

f Chonge )
it Addition ) pocision No. SROR2S
¢ Increase

b Reduetion

EFFECTIVE APRIL 10, 1959

Issued by the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Californis,

Corrocticn No. 222 San Francisco, Califormic.
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