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BEFORE THE PU'BLIC UTILI'I'IE S COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for authority ) 
to abandon the warehouse portion of ) 
the station building at WATSONVILLE, ) 
County of Santa Cruz, State of Califor-) 
niB.. ) 

Application No. 40529 

Randolph Karr and Harold S. Lentz, for applicant. 

OPINION 
-.--.~- ... -~ 

By this application filed October 22, 1958, Southern 

Pacific Company requests an order that the Commission authorize the 

abandonment of the freight-house portion of the station building at 

Watsonville in Santa Cruz County, California. 

Public hearing waS held on this application in Watsonville 

before Examiner Rowe on February 3, 1959 at which time evidence both 

oral and documentary was adduced and the matter duly submitted for 

decision. 

General Order No. 36-B provides that no railroad corpo~a­

tion shall abandon any service at any s~ation without first having, 

by posting, given thirty days' notice to the public of its ineention. 

Upon receipt of protest this general order further provides that the 

Commission shall have power to suspend the effect of any such notice 

of intention and to require the railroad to file ~ formal applica­

tion requesting authority for the change. 

This application- alleges that such notice of intention has 

been given and upon the receipt of protests the Commission instructed 

the railroad not to place into effect the proposed reduction in 

service but to file its formal application. The Commission notified 

each of these protestants by mail on December 23,. 195~,. of the 

-1-



A. 40529 ET 

hearing upon this application. Addi~ionally, as instructed by the 

Secretary of the Commission, notice of such hearing was given by 

posting at the station and by publication in a newspaper of general 

circulation printed and published in Watsonville. 

At the hearing, howeve::, no one, not even those previously 

protesting, appeared. According to the uncontradicted evidence of 

record the only effect the granting of, this application will have 

upon service to the public will be thataepot delivo=ies will be 

made and received at the Watsonville Junction station instead of at 

the Watsonville station. This modification will result in a more 

convenient and a better service to the public for the following 

reasons: 

The Watsonville station, an older building, is located in 

the warehouse district where the public is constantly faced with 

parl<ing problems and traffic congestion. This 'building is loca.ted 

on a branch line while the station building at tr~ junction is on 

the main line. This is in a new and attractive station' building only 

1.7 miles distane but away from traffic congestion.. Also, at 

Watsonville Junction station, where depot deliveries are proposed to 

be handled, there is ~le parking space for patrons who wish to 

avail themselves of this phase of applicant's service. The pickup 

and delivery service now furnished by Pacific Motor Trucking Company 

as well as the territory in which less than carload freight will be 

so handled will in no respect be modified. Consequently, there 

appears no valid reason wny' the applicant's notice of intention to 

modify service at the Watsonville station should be further 

suspended. 

The Commission finds that public convenience and necessi~y 

no longer require the use of the freight-bouse portion of the 

Watsonville station as a warebouse or storage space for depot deliv­

, eries provided applicant uses sufficient space for this· purpose at 
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the WatsonVille Junction station. Application No. 40529' will 

therefore be granted. 

Application therefor having been filed and public bearing 

having been held and based upon the above findings, 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is authorized 

to discontinue the use of its station building at 'Watsonville~ Santa 

Cruz County~ for less than carload freight for depot delivery or 

receipt, subject to the following conditions: 

a.. Applicant shall give not less than ten days' 
notice to the public of discontinuance of this 
phase of service at the Watsonville station 
and of its instit:ution at the Watsonville Junc­
tion station by posting notice thereof at each 
sueh station. 

b. 'W'ith1n ninety days after the effective date 
hereof, applicant, upon not less than ten 
days' notice to the CommiSSion and the public, 
shall file in duplicate, amendments to it8 
tariffs showing the changes herein authorized 
and shall make reference in such ta.riff amend­
ments to thiSI deciSion as authority therefor. 

c. Within th1rt~· days after discontinuance of 
service as herein authorized, applicant shall 
notify this CommiSSion in wd. ting thereof and 
of compliance with the above conditions. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San F.r:meIsco 

of rmcl4C~ ~ 1959. 

, California, ellis L/)di~y 

~ 


