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50 ..... 2:;::::~ Decision No. ___ '--_'-'_"' ____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC t1TII..ITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of LOIS A. DENTON, Executrix ) 
of the Last Will of Tarrant Putnam, ) 
Deceased, and DONALD Pt1TNA.M, for authority 
to transfer a certificate of public con- Application No. 40884 
venience and necessity and water system. 

OPINION AND ORDER 

By this applicet1on, filed on February 26, 1959, 

Lois A. Denton, executrix of the estate of Tarrant Putnam, deceased, 

seeks authority to transfer the public utility water system f~erly 

operated by Tarrant Putnam, to Donald Putnam, grandson of the 

decedent. The transfer is proposed to be carried out in accordance 

with the terms of 8n instrument entitled "Order and Decree of Final 

Distribution of Est.ate", rendered in a probate proceecli%lg on 

February 6, 1959, in the Superior Court of the State of California, 

in and for the County of Santa Clara. A conformed copy of the court 

order is attached to the application .as Exhibit "Aft. 

!he SUbject water system serves water for irrigation 

purposes in an area in and near the City of Cupertino, Santa Curn 

County. Commission records show that, as of the end of 1957, the 

utility served approximately 26 customers. The utility's annual 

report to the Commission for the year ended December 31, 1957, shows 

utility plant of $40,982.84 anc 8 cepreciation reserve of $12,190.12, 

indicating a-net utility plant of $28,792.72. 

The system was established pursuant to a certi£ic8te of 

public convenience and necessity granted to Tarrant Putnam by 
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Decision No. 30270, dated Oc~ober 25, 1937, in Application No. 20989. 

Since the deeth of Terrant Putnam in 1950, the system has:. been 

tn8nagea by one Harold E. Denton. The 8pplic~tion states that 

Donald Putnam. intends to contitlUe the operation of the system under 

the active management of said Herold E. Denton. 

'the decree of distxibution, in distributing the water 

system to Donald Putnam, contains the condition, 

" •••• SUBJECT, HOWEVER., to the right of said 
'Lois A. Denton,. her heirs, and assigns, to 
receive free of cost~ water f:om said utility 
for ten (10) days each calendar year for the 
irrigation of her property consisting of 
approx1m8tely 30 acres of land situate at 
No. 21920 MCClellan Road, in ssid Santa Clara 
County) and being commonly known .as the Bay 
View Ranch," • 

Since the late Tarrant Putnam was a public utility water corporation 

wiehin the mcam.ng of Sections 216(8») 241 and 2701 of the Public 

Utilities Code, and since ehis public utility SUlt\ls 'Will attach to 

Donald Putnam, it would be unlawful for Donald Putnam to supply water 
1/ 

to LoiS A. Denton, her heirs and assigns, without charge.- The order 

which follows will deny authorization for this service without charge 

to tois A. Denton. 

The action taken herein shall not be construed to be a,. 

findfng of the value of the water system property herein authorized 

to be transferred. 

The Commission having. considered the above entitled appli­

·::ation and being of the op:£.nion that the proposed transfer will not 

be adverse to the public 1nterest, thet 8 public hearing is not 

necessary) and that the application should be granted in part .and 

denied in part; therefore, 

1/ See Section 532 of the Public Utilities Code. -
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

1. Lois A. Denton, executrix of the estate of Tarrant Putnam., 

deceased, on or after the effective date hereof and on or before 

September 30, 1959, may transfer the herein described public utility 

water system to Donald Putnam, under the terms of the instrument 

entitled "Order and Decree of Final Distribution of Estate", a copy 

of which is attached to the application as Exhibit "A", except that 

authori1:y for Donald Putnam to furnish water to Lois A. Denton, her 

heirs and assigns, free of cost, is specifically denied. 

2. The rates and rules of Tarrant Putnam, deceased, now on 

file with this CommisSion, shall be refilcd within thirty days £rom 

the <:kite of ;Jctual transfer under the name of Donald Putnam in 

accordance with the procedure prescribed by General Order No. 9&, o:r . 
in lieu of such ref111ng, Donald Putnam may file a notice of adoption 

of saia presently filed rates and ~les. No increases in the 

presently filed rates and %Ules shall be made unless o~e%Wise 

properly authorized by this Commission. 

S. On or before the date of actual transfer, Lois A. Denton, 

DS execut:rix of the estate of Tarrant Putnam, deceased, shall refund 

all customers' deposits ~nd all advances for construction, if any, 

which are subj cct to refund. Any such unrefunc1ed depOsits and 

scivances Shall be tr~n$ferred to and became the obligation for refund 

of Donald Putnam. 

4. If the authority herein granted is exercised, Lois A. Denton 

as executrix of the estate of Tarrant Putnam, deceased" shall, within 

thirty days. thereafter, notify this Commission in writing of the 

completion of the property transfer herein authorized and of her 

eOtllpliance with the conditions hereof. 
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5. On Qr before the date of actual transfer) Lois A. Denton, 

as executrix of the estate of Tarrant pUtnam, deceased, shall 

transfer and deliver to Donald Putnam, and the latter shall receive 

and preserve, all records, memoranda and papers pertaining to the 

construction and operation of the properties herein authorized to be 

transferred. 

6. Upon due compliance with all of the conditions of this 

order, Lois A. Denton, 3S executrix of the estate of Tarrant Putnam, 

deceased, shall stand relieved of all further public utility obliga­

tions and liabilities in connection with the operation of the public 

utility water system herein authorized to be transferred. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after 'the date hereof. 

Datec1 at San Frlmdseo 

day o£ _..;..C.;.;..J'.;J.,6..;.? .;.:,,""',;-=f ..... /~_J, 1959. 

I 

, California, this 

" 

cOillDissioners 


