TREGINAL

Decision No. OO

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

JAMES L. STOLIKER,

vs. Case No. 6235

PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO.,
a corporation,

)
)
Complainant, §
)
)
)

Defendant.

James L. Stoliker, in propria persona.
Tawler, Felix & Hall, by 4. J. Kroppman, Jr.,
for defeandant.
Alister McAlister, Deputy County Counsel, for the
eYiff's Department, County of Los Angeles,
intexvenor.

OPINION

The complaint of James L. Stoliker of 11175 So. Manhattan
Place, Los Angeles, California, f£iled on Maxch 9, 1959, alleges ﬁhat
he had a telephome furnished by defendant at that address under mm-
ber PLymouth 4-4269; that on or about January 17, 1959, be was ad-
vised by the defendant that it had received information that the said
telephone was being used as an instrumentality to violate the law;
that immediately thereafter the defendant disconmected the commumica-
tion facilities; that the complainant has suffered injury and haxd-
ship as a result of the discommection of the service; and that the
facilities were not used to violate the law nor in aidingvor abetting
such violation.

On March 23, 1959, the defendant filed an answer, the prin-
cipal allegation of which was that the telephone c;mpany, pursuant
to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6,v1948, in Case No. 4930

~1-




c. 6235 - w0 @

(47 Cal, P.U.C. 853), on or aﬁout January 20, 1959, had reasonable
cause to believe that the telephome service furnished to comﬁlainant
under number PLymouth 4-4269 at 11175 So. Manhattan Place, Los
Angeles, California, was being or was to be used as an instrumental-
ity, dizectly or indirectly, to violate or to aid and abet the viola-
tion of the law, and that bhaving such reasonable cause xespondent
was required to discomnect the service pursuant to this Commission's
Decision No. 41415, supra.

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on April 14,'1959,
before Examiner Kemt C. Rogers.

The complainant testified that on about Jamuary 17, 1959,
he and his wife were alome in the house when vice squad officers
entered and arrested them, took them to jail, and removéd the two
telephones and one extension he had. All charges were later dis-
missed, he said. He also stated that he needs a telepbone.

No evidence was presented on behalf of the intervenor.

Exhibit No. 1 is a letter dated Januvary 17, 1959, frox the
Captain of the Vice Detail of the Los Angeles Shexiff's Department
to the defendant advising the defendant that on January 17, 1959,
complainant's telephones, PLymouth 4~4269 and PLymouth 7-4794, were
used for the purpose of disseminating horse racing information which
was being used in connection with bookmaking in violation of Section
3372 of the Penal Code; that the telepbomes had been confiscated;
and requesting that defendant disconmnect the services. This letter
was received on January 20, 1959, and central office disconnections

were effected pursuant thereto on January 20, 1959. The pbsition of
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the telephone company was that it had acted with reasonable cause
as that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra, in disconnect-
ing the telephome services Inasmuch as it had received the lettex
designated as Exhibit No. l.

After full conmsideration of the record we mow £ind that
the telephone company's actlon was based upon reasonmable cause,
as that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We further find
that there is mo evidence to show that either of complainant’s
telephones was used for any illegal purposes. Therefore, the

complainant is entitled to restoration of telephone service.

The complaint of James L. Stoliker against The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been £iled,
a public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being
fully advised in the premises and basing its decision wpon the
evidence of record and the finding herein,

1T IS ORDERED that the complainant's request for restora-
tion of telephome service be granted, and that upon the £iling by
complainant of an application for telephonme service The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company shall restore telepbone service
to complainant's residemce at 11175 South Manhattan Place,




Los Angeles, Califoxnia, such restoration being subject to all
duly authorized rules and regulations of the telephonevcompany
and to the existing applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date hereof.
Dated at San Francisco

, California,

this /JZ/_L% day of C///]/(J,f , 1959.

CommisS10nexs .

Lsmmicsinnttmeancet €, McKoag®  , boing
sanily ahaend, 13 mot participatoe
in tho dizpesitica of this proececding.,




