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Decision No •. __ 5~S ___ 39 __ 2_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIUTIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA 

JAMES L. S'XOLUER, ) 
) 

~ Case No. 6235 

Complainant, 

vs. 

PACIFIC 'I'ELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO. ~ 
a corporation, 

~ 
) 
) 
) Defendant. 

James L. Stoliker, in propria persona. 
Gler, Felix & Hall, by A. J. 1<r:!ppman, Jr., 

for defe:>.dant. 
Alister McAlister, Deputy County Counsel, for the 

Sheriff's Department, County of Los Angeles, 
intervenor. 

OPINION --- .... - ......... ~ 

The complaint of James L. Stoliker of 11175 So. Manhattan 

Place, Los Angeles, california, filed on March 9, 1959, alleges that 

he had a telephone furnished by defendant at that address under mm:r.­

ber PLymouth 4-4269; that on or about January 17, 1959, he was ad­

vi.sed by the defendant that it had received information that the said 

telephone was being used as an instrunenta.lity to violate the law; 

that immediately thereafter the defendant disconnected the communica­

tion facilities; that the complainant has suffered injury and hard­

sbip as a result of the disconnection of the service; and that the 

facilities were not used to violate the law nor in aiding or abetting 

such violation. 

On March 23, 1959, the defendant filed an answer, the prin-.. 
cipal allegation of which was that the telephone company, pursuant 

to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 
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(47 cal. P .U.C. 853), on or about ,Ja:r:tUtJ.r':! 20, 1959, had reasonable 

cause to believe that the telephone service furnished to complainant 

under nu:nber PLymouth 4-4269 at 11175 So. Manhattan Place, Los 

Angeles, california, was being or was to be used as an instrumental­

ity) directly or iudirectly, to violate or to aid and abet the viola­

tion of the law, .and that having such reasonable eause respondent 

was required to disconnect the service pursuant to this Commission's 

Decision No. 41415, supra. 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on April 14, 1959, 

before Examiner Kent c. Rogers. 

The complainant testified that on about January 17, 1959, 

he and his wife were alone in the house when vice squad officers 

entered and arrested them, took 1:b.em to jail, and removed the two 

telephones and one extension he had. All charges were later dis­

missed, he said. He also stated that he needs a telephone. 

No evidence ~as Pl:cscl):ted on behalf of the intervenor. 

Exhibit No. 1 is ." letter dated Januuy 17, 1959, from the 

captain of the Vice Detail of the Los .Angeles Sheriff's Department 

to the defendant ac1viSing the defendant that on January 17, 1959, 

complainant's telephones, PLymouth 4-4269 and PLymouth 7-4794, were 

used for the purpose of disseminating horse racing infoxmation which 

was being used in connection with bookmaking in violation of Section 

337 a. of the Penal Code; that the telephones had been confiscated; 

and requesting that defendant disconnect the services. This letter 

was received on ,J3:D.uary 20, 1959, and central office d1sc.onnections 

were effected pursuant thereto on J31luary 20, 1959. The position of 
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the telephone company was that it had acted with reasonable cause 

as l:bat term is used in Deeision No. 41415, supra" in disconnect­

ing the telephone services inasmuch as it had received the let:ter 

designated as Exhibit No.1. 

After full consideration of the record we now ftnd that 

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause, 

as that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We. further find 

that there is no evidence tOI show that either of complainant's 

telephones was used for any illegal purposes. Therefore, the 

complainant is entitled to restoration of telephone service. 

OR.DER ... - ......... -

The cettplaint of James L. stol.iker against '!'he Pacific 

Telephone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been filed, 

a public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being 

fully advised in the premises and basing its decision upon the 

evidence of record and ehe finding herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that the complainant's request for restora­

tion of telephone service be granted" .and that upon the filing by 

complaj'"Dant of an application for telephone service The Pacific 

Telephone and Telegl:'apl'l. Company shall restore t:elephone service 

to compla1nant's residence at 11175 Soute MAnhattan Place~ 
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Los Angeles, california, such restoration being subject to all 

duly authorized rules and regulations of the ~lephone company 

and to the existing applicable law. 

the effective elate of this order shal.l be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 
S:l:o. F.l·anc~o .t: Dated at ________________ , ca.liJ.ornia, 

this /~ M day of , 1959 .. 

commissioners 

.;~=;,;~~"i!.~r.C>:_zvN"a·',~ C. "~cKGa~ • ~:1:ae; 
::locc=.:.:~::::.:.j· :::.i).:>cr. ~. ,~:!. 'j n?t p;,;-t':'c!,c.to 
in th::> ei:.:,:>,:;!:t.10:.l 0: t:n1::; pr"cocdi:lg •. 
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