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Decision No. . 5R445 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILI'rlES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
IMPERIAL TRUCK LINES, INC. ~ a corpora
tion~ for'a certificate of pUblic 
convenience and 'necessity to operate 
as a highway common carrier of general 
commodities with some exceptions: (a) 
between Los Angeles Territory and the 
Coachella Valley Territory as re
<l2scribed; (b) locally between points 
in the Coachella Valley Territory as 
redescribed;, the Imperial Valley 
Territory as described in applicant1s 
existing certificates and presently 
authorized points on U. S. Highways 
80 and 99 and State Highway 111;, as 
an extc:lsion of existing service pur
suant to Sections l063-l064 of the 
California PUblic Utilities Code. 

) 
) 
) 

~ 
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~ Applieation No. 40550 
) 
) 

S 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~ 
Glanz & Russell, by' Theodore W. Russell and 

RicMrd D. Hassen'Plug, for applicant:. 
Turcotte and GO!dSiiiith by F. W. Turcotte, 

for Southern California. Frc:Lght 4 

tines, Southern Califo:mia Freight ' .... _ .... 
Forwarders, James E. Potter, doJ.ng busi
ness .as Potter Trucking Company,. N. D. 
Williams, doing business as Desert Trans
fer and Storage, and Benjamin S. Goldberg 
and W. Earl Goldberg~ copartners, doing 
business as Film Transpor1: Co. of Cal1-
fornia~ protestants. 

A. J. Lyon for the Commission t s staff. 

OPINION ........... _ -...II ___ 

By Decisions .Nos. 54322 and 57416, Imperial Truck Lines, 

Inc., is authorized (1) to transport general commodities, with 

certain exceptions, between "Los Angeles Territory) on the one 

hand, and Coachella Valley Territory and Imperial Valley Territory 

together with Winterhaven and points on U. So Highway 80 between 

Winterhaven and Imperial Valley Terri tory and points on U. s. High

way No. 99 and State Highway No. 111 between Imperial Valley and 
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"Coachella Valley Territories;, 311 on the other hand", as said terri

tories are described therein, and (2) to transport fresh vegetables, 

between Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Oceano and Lompoc, on the one hand, 

and Los Angeles, on the other hand. Applicant also holds pexmi1:s 

authorizitlg it to operate as a aadial Highway Cotm:llon C.arrier, Con

tract Carrier and City Carrier. 

By this application authority is so~t (1) to enlarge 

its area of service in the Coachella Valley by including in the de

script.ion of said territory the northern portion of Coachella 

Valley, in which are situated the principal conmnmities of Desert 

Hot. Springs, Palm Springs, Cathec1ral City, Rancho Mirage and Palm 

Desert, (2) to serve between any and all points within Coachella 

Valley Territory and the Imperial Valley Territory, including points 

and places on U. s. Highway No. 80 between Imperial Valley Terri

tory and Winterhaven. 

Public hear:Lllgs were held at Palm Springs before Exam:fner 

Mark V.. Chiesa. Oral and documentary evidence having been adduced, 

the matter was submi:ted for decision .. 

Applicant operates 58 pieces of equipment consistiDg of 

17 tractors, 16 pick-up and delivery trucks, and 25 trailers. It 

maintains terminals at !.os Angeles, Indio, El Centro and Calexico .. 

Its principal operations a.re between the Los A:ogeles area and the 

Coachella and Imperial valleys. It and its predecessor have been 

operating in said areas for many years. Its financial condition as 

of December 31, 1958, shows Assets of $237,329.89, Liabilities of 

$216,076.64, or a Net Worth of $21,253.25, represented by capital . 

Stock OutstanditJg of $51,000 and a. deficit of $29,,846~75. It was 
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~es~ified that applican~ is now operating at a net profit which> in 

the month of December 1958, amounted to $8,075.22. A substantial 

part of the present deficit is attributed to a 37-day strike which 

occurred in 1958'. 

Applicant does· not now have a complete or well-rounde~ 

operation in the area that it is authorized' to serve and it contcnds~ 

and it appears from the testimony of many shipper witnesses, that 

the pUblic would be better served if applicant were permitted to 

serve the north portion of Coachella Valley and also between all 

the points and places in said valley and in the Imperial VaUey. 

The testimony of applicant I s president and its vice 

presiden~ and general manager shows that the present limitation 

restriction and conditions are not conducive to a'fullY adequate 

service for its shipper customers and the public generally ~ , It is 

proposed, if authorized, to establish a teminal facility at Palm 

Springs from which point a six-day-per-week pick-up and delivery 

service will be made available to all points in the northern portion 

of the Coachella Valley. Early-morning deliveries are proposed and 

consignees will also be able to pick up their shipments throughout 

the day. It was testified by many witnesses that a terminal, open 

and manned at all times during business hours, is a necessity in 

the Palm Springs area because builders and contractors often need, 

to pick up their materials and supplies, and operators of small shops 

~md other business establishments find it necessary to call for 

their shipments. '!he evidence indicates that applicant' could, gen

erate sufficient business in the Palm Springs area to justify the 

establishment and maintenance of the said terminal. Coacbella 
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Valley points south of and including Palm Desert would be served 

out of applicant's ItJ:dio terminal. The El Centro terminal serves 

points in the Imperial Valley and easterly thereof. Heber, Calexico 

and nearby points are served o~t of the Calexico terminal. Twenty

five sbipper witnesses testified in support of the application. 

This testimony shows tb..zt the quality of applicant's serv-.lce is 

above average. It appe<:trs also tha.t ehe Palm Springs area within 

the past several years has. had a phenomenal residential and commer

cial growth-which has resulted in an increased demand for transporta

tion services as herein proposed. 

The protestants took the position that there is available 

an adequate transportation service between the Los Angeles Territory 

&1d the areas proposed to be served. Only one of the protestants 

is authorized to serve all points in the Coachella and Impe~l 

valleys and between points within said valleys. This earrier has 

extensive state-wide operating rights. However, as recently as 

November 1957, it closed its terminals at Palm Springs and Brawley. 

Several witnesses testified that they were not now ge~ting dependable 

eil.rly-£ollowing-morning delivery from said carrier. A:c.otller pro

'testant is not autborized to sexve all of the northern portion of 

1'Che Coachella Valley, nor can it serve between poines within the 

Coachella Valley. A third protestaXlt is not .authorized t:o serve all 

:tb.e points in the Coachella. &:ld Imperial valleys nor bceween points 

within said valleys, and although. this carrier maintains a termillal 

at Palm Springs" several witnesses testified that it has not been 

open at all times during the day. Other protestants are limited 1.:0 

points of service along specified routes and restricted as to local 

service. Except as noted, the existing carriers have been rendering 

~. generally satisf.actory service. 
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Applieant~ for clar1fication, has asked tha:t the. boundaries 

of the Coaebella Valley Territory be redescribed to, read .as a 

specified num~ of miles la.te2:ally from numbered highways ~ in 

place of the p2:esent description of the area as lying between named 

mountains. The request is fo~ a ten-mile lateral right on either 

side of '0. S. Highways Nos. 99 and 111. 'l'he eviQen~e shows that a 

ten-mile lateral right would cover the area adequately. No evidence 

.. ...,as presented justifying the proposed service in the Morongo Valley. 

The Commission, having considered 'the record, is of the 

opinion and finds that the enlargement and improvement of applic.ant· s 

sel:Vice as hereinafter authorized is l:e~ired bt..eb1ic convenience ~

and necessity and is supported by ~ubs;~tial evidence. -~ - The application will be granted in part and denied in part 
. I , 

by tbe issuance of an in lieu certifica:te of public convenience and 

necessity restating applicant's operating authority in ies entirety. 

Imperial Truck !.ines, Inc., is hereby placed on notice 

that operative rights, as sueh~ do not constitute a class of property 

which may be capitalized or used as an element of value in rate 

£ixillg. for ;my BmOlmt of money in excess of that originally paid to 

'the State as the consideration for the grant: of such rights. Aside 

from their purely pe:missive aspect, such rights extend to the holder 

:1 full or partial. monopoly of a class of business over a particular 

route. This monopoly feat't1re may be modified or canceled at any 

time by the State, which is not in a:ny respect' limited as to the 

number of rights which may be given. 
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ORDER 
~ ..... ----.-. 

A public hearing having been held, and. based 'upon the 

evidence adduced therein and the application and. represeneations 

filed herein, 

IT IS· ORDERED: 

(1) That a certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

granted to Imperial '!"ruck Lines, Inc .. , a corporation, authorizing it 

to operate as a higbway common carrier as defined ~y Section 213 of 

the PUblic Utilities Code for the transportation of property berween 

the points and over the routes as more particularly set forth in 

Appendix A and Appendix :s attached hereto and made a part hereof .. 

(2) That in providing service pursuant to the certificate 

herein granted, applicant shall comply with and observe the follow

ing service regulations: 

(a) Within thirty days after the effective date 
hereof, applicant shall file a ~ritten 
acceptance of &he certificate herein granted. 
By acceptiug the certificate of pUblic conven
ience and necessity herein granted, applicant 
is placed on notice that it will be required, 
among othe: things, to file annual reports of 
its operations and to comply with and observe 
the safety rules and other regulations of 
the Commission r s General Order No.. 99 .. 
Failure to file such reports, in such form 
and at such time as the Commission may 
direct, or to comply with and observe the 
provisions of General Order No. 99, may 
result in a cancellation of the operating 
authority granted by this deeision. 

(b) Within si~ days after the effective date 
hereof, and on not less than ten aays I 
notice to the Commission and the public, 
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applicant shall establish the service. herein 
authorized and file in triplicate, and con
currently make effective, amenc1rD.ents to its 
tariffs satisfactory to the Commission. 

(3) That the operating authority herein granted is in lieu 

of a.ll prior highway cmatllon carrier operating authority granted by 

this Commission to Impe7:ial Truck Lines, Inc., a corporation,. in 

Decisions Nos .. 54322 and 57416, and said decisions are hereby re

voked effective concurrently with the establishment of service pur

suant to the authority herein granted. 

(4) That except as herein authorized, Application No.. 40550 

be> and it hereby is, denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated a~ ----____ ~:8IMo.~lIIWWiDoIot ___ ' Califo:mia, 

this If:.:t:h day of ) 1959. 

-~n't.~' __ ~------

commissiOners 

. Com1:Js1oner ~~F..~1.U~W-. bG1~ 
:l~ee~S3.rll:1 3.bsent p did not :PO.rt1c1:Pato 
ill. thedl:l:p031t1on ot this :pX'ceeed1~ •. 

-7-



Appendix A Imperial Truck' Lines, Inc. 
(a corporation) 

Original Page 1 

Imperial Truck Lines, Inc., a corporation, by the certifi

cate of public convenience and necessity granted in the decision 

noted in the margin, is authorized to transport: 

(A) General commodities between: 

l. Los Angeles Territory, on the one band, and 
Coachella Valley Territory and Imperial Valley 
Territory together with Winterhaven and points 
on U. S. High'rNay No. 80 between Winterhaven 
and Imperial Valley Territory and points on 
U. S. Highway No. 99 and State Highway No. 111 
between Imperial Valley and Coachella Valley 
TerritOries, all on the other hand; 

2. All points and places in the Coachella Valley 
Territory; . . 

3. All points and places in the Imperial Valley 
Territory.; < 

4. All points and places on U. S. Highway No. 80 
between Winterhaven and Imperial Valley Terri
to~, includiDg Wint:erbaven, and all points 
and places on U. S. Highway No. 99 and Sta.te 
Highway No. III be~en Imperial Valley Terri-
tory .and the Coachella Valley Territ 9ry. . 
(Said points on said '0. S. High'rNays Nos. 80 and 
99 and SULte Highway No. III 'Will be referred to 
hereafter collectively as "Highway 80, 99 and 111 
Points"); . 

5 • Between Coachella V alley Territory points on the. 
one hand and H!g,b.way 50, 99 and 111 Points and 
points in l1nperial Valley Territory, on the 
other hand; 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 58445 , Application No. 40550. 
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6. Between Imperial Valley l'erritory points" on the 
one hand, and Highway 80, 99 and III Points on 
the other hand. 

los Angeles Territory, Coachella Valley Territory 
and Imperial V.o.lley Territory mean all points 
included within the boundaries of each as de
lineated on Appendix :a hereto attached. 

(:8) Vegetables, fresh, not cold pack or frozen, between 
Santa Maria, Guadalupe, Oceano and Lot:lpOc" on the 
one hand, and Los Angel~s, on the o1:her hand. 

SeX'Viee to inte:r:mediat.e points is notauthorizecl under 

either (A) 1. 0:: (:8) above. 

Applicant. shall not transport any shipments of: 

1. Used household goods and personal effects not 
packed in accordance with the crated property 
requirements se:1: £?rth in paragraph (d) of I1:elll 
~ro. lO-C of Minimum Rate Tariff No.4-A. 

2 • Automobiles, trucks and buses, viz. : new and used, 
finished or unfinished passenger automobiles (in
cluding jeeps), ambulances, r.earses and taxis; 
freight automobiles, automobile chassis, trucks, 
truck chassis, truck trailers, trucks and trailers 
combi':led, buses and bus chassis. 

3. Livestock, viz.: bucks, 'bulls, calves, c.attle~ cows, 
dairy cattle, ewes, goa.ts, hogs, horses, kids, lambs, 
oxen, pigs, sheep, sbeep camp outfits, sows, steers" 
stags or swine. 

Issued by California PUblic Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. 5~t14S:l Application No. 40550. 



Appendix A Imperial Truck Lines, Inc. 
(a corporation) 

Original :P~e 3 

4. Liquids, compressed gases" commodities in semi
plastic form and cOTmIlodities in suspension in 
liquids in bul1(, in tank trucks, 1;anl<. trailers, 
tank semitrailers or n combination of such highway 
vehicles. 

5. Con:modities when transported in bulk in dlJmp trucks 
or in hopper-type trucks. 

6. Comm.odities when transport..~d in motor vehicles 
equipped £ormechanical mixing in transit. 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 
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Appendix :s Imperial Truck Lines, Inc. 
(8. corporation) 

Descriptions of territories: 

O:1ginal Page 1 

LOS ANGELES TERRITO~ includes that area embraced by 
the following boundaJ=y: Beginning at the intersection of 
Sunset Boulevard and U. S. Highway No. 101 Alternate; thence 
northeasterly on Sunset Boulevard to S1:ate Highway No.7; 
northerly a.long State Highway No. 7 to State Highway No. 118; 
northeasterly along State Highway No.. 118 through and including 
the City of San Fernando; continuing northeasterly and south
easterly along State Highway No. 118 to and inc:luding the City 
of pasadena; easterly along U. S. Highway No. 66, to seate 
Highway No. 19; southerly along State Highway No. 19 to Lower 
.Azusa R.oad; easterly on Lower P.zusa Road to its intersec:tion with 
the San Gabriel River; southerly along the west bank of the 
San Gabriel River ~ Beverly Boulevard; southeasterly on Beverly 
Boulevard to Painter AV~\le in the City of 'Whittier; southerly 
on Painter Avenue to State Highway No. 26; 'Westerly along State 
Highway No. 26 to the west bank of the San Gabriel River; 
southerly along the west bar-ok of the San Gabriel River to· 
Imperial Highway; westerly on Imperial Hi~ay to State Highway 
No. 19; southerly along State Highway No. 19 ~o its intersection 
with U. S. Highway No. 101 Alt:ernate, at Ximeno Street; southerly 
alo%l,g Ximeno Street and its prolonga'tion to the Pacific Oee.'ln; 
westerly and northerly along the shore line. of the Pacific Ocean 
to a point directly south of the intersection of Sunset Boulevard 
and '0'. S. Highway No. 101 Alternate; thence northerly along an 
imaginary line to point of 'begitming. 

COACHEIl.A V KJ.:1.El TERRITORY inc:ludes the area on and 
within ten (10) miles laterally on either side of '0'. S. High
way No. 99 and California State Highway No. 111 between the 
junc:tion of said highways ~proxima.tely 5.6 miles east of 
cabazon and the junction of each of said highw~ys .and 1:he 
sou1:berly boundary of Riverside County, but not including s.ny 
points or places in Morongo Valley. 

Issued by California PUblic Utilities Commission. 
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IMPERIAL V M.:!El TERRITOR:{ includes tha~ area bounded on 
the south by the Internationa.l Boundary Line; on the east by 
the East High :"l.ne Canal to the point at which it intersects 
the tlain li:1e of the Southern Pacific four miles east of Niland; 
on the no:::t:h by t~ main line (transcontit1,ental route) of 
Sou::h~rn P:::.cifie Company; and on too west by a series of 
imaginary lines drawn from Southern Pacific station of Wister 
to Kane Springs on U. S. Highway No. 99; thence south to .: 
Plaster City on U. S. Highway No. 80; thence south to the Inter
national Boundary Line. 

Issued by California PUblic Utilities Commission. 
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