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Decision No. 585CO' 

BEFORE TRE PUBLIC unU'XIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

MORRIS GOODMAN ~ 

Petitioner. 

VB. case No.. 6236 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND 
tELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corporation, 

Respondent. 

Morris Goodman", in propria persona. 
t:aWler , FeliX & Hall, by A. J. Krappman! .Jr., 

for respondent. 
Roger Arnebergh, City Attorney, by Laurence R. 

Corcoran, 1ntervener. 

OPINION 
------~-

By the complaint and petition herein, filed on March 9, 

1959, petitioner herein seeks an order that ebe respondent :restore 

telephone service under nanber WEbseer 9-2469 to complainant's resi­

dence at 1233 South Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, California. He alleges 

that the telephone under that number was removed on or about 

February 6, 1959, by the respondent, acting on information that the 

service was being used for bookm.ald.ng puxposes; that the telephone 

was not used for illegal purposes; and that petitioner is sufferiDg 

from cancer and must have a telephone to contact his doctors. 

On March 17, 1959, by Decision No. 58121 ~ in Case No. 6236, 

the ColIlmission ordered that the telephone service be :restored to the 

petitioner pending a hea.ring on the petition herein. 
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On March 26 ~ 1959, the respondent filed .an answer, the 

principal allegation of wbich was ehat the telephone company, pur­

suant to Decision No. 41415 ~ dnted April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 

(47 Cal. P.U.C. 853) on or about February 12, 1959, had reasonable 

cause to believe that the telephone service furnished to petitioner 

under 'WEbster 9-2469 at 1233 South Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, Califor­

nia, was being or was to be used as an ins1:X'1JZJleuea11ty directly or 

inclirecely to violate or to aid and abet 'the violation of the law, 

and that having such reasonable cause, respondent was required to 

diseonnect the service pursuant to this Commission's Decision NO! 

41415 , supra.. 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles on' April 14, 1959, 

before E~nor Kc!ont ,c •. ,Rogers • 

The petitioner testified that he and bis wife rent an 

apartment at the stated address; that therein they had two telephones 

with an extension on one; that on or about February 12, the telephone 

with the extension was removed by police officers of the City of Los 

Angeles, and petitioner's wife was arrested for bookm.ald.1lg; that she 

pleaded guilty to the charge; that thereafter on about February 19, 

1959, the ether telephone under number WEbster 9-2469 was discon­

nected by the telephone company; that he is under· treat:ment for 

eancer 6..'1d must be in contactwi.th his doctors at all times; that on 

or about March 17, 1959, telephone service under number WEbster 

9-2469 was 'reinstalled on order of the Commission; and that at the 

present time he has said telephone in the apartment. 

Exhibit No. 1 herein is a. lette:r from the Chief of Police 

of the City of Los Angeles to the respondent, advis1:ng respondent 

that petitioner's telephone at 1233 South Ogden Drive, "WEbster 

9-2469, was on or about February 10, 1959, being used for the 
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purpose of disseminating horse racing infoxmation in connection with 

bookmo.ki.ng. An employee of the telephone company testified that 

this letter was received by the telephone company or or about 

February 12, 1959, and tha:c on February 19, 1959, telephone service 

was disconnected pursuant to said· letter, and that thereafte~ on 

March 19, 'l959, the service was reconnected pursuant to order of 

this Commission. The position of the telephone company was that it 

had acted. wi'th reasonable cause,as that: term is used in Decision 

No. 41415, supra, 1n c1iscouneetiDg service, inasmuch as it had re­

ceived the letter designated as Exhibit No. l. 

A police officer connected with the vice detail of the 

Los Angeles Police Department testified that on or about February 4, 
, 

1959, he heard petitioner's wife engage in bookmaking activities 

over petitioner's telephone a~ petitioner's home; that petitioner's 

wife was arrested at petitioner's home that day; and that there was 

in the home a National Daily Reporter scratch sheet, beJ:ting m.axkers, 

and $S ,478 in cash; tba:t one of the t:elephones under n'Umber 

WEbster 1-1460 and an exeeusion therefrom were removed at that time; 

that petitioner's wife was taken into custody; and that petitioner 

herein was not present at the time of the arrest. 

After full consideration of this record we now ftnd that 

the telephone company I s action was based upon reasonable cause, as 

that tem is used in Decision No. 4l415, supra. The record further 

shows that the telephone services of the petitioner were used for 

illegal purposes, to wit, bookmaId.ng. The record further shows; 

however, that the petitioner was probably unaware of the ~t1v1ties 

of his wife relative to bool<:making, and that telephone service is 

necessary for the health and welfare of the petitioner .. PeJ:1t:£'oner's 

telephone service will tbereforebe restored. 
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ORDER ............ ---
!he complaint of Morris Goodm.an against The Pacific Tele­

phone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been filed, public 

~ having been held thereon, the Commission being, fully advised 

in the premises and basing its aecision on the evidence of record, 

rr IS ORDERED that the order of the Comc:d.ssion in its De­

cision No. 58121, dated March 17, 1959" in Case No. 6236, temporarily 

restoring telephone serv1.ce to the petitioner, be made permanent, 

such restoration beit'lg subject to all duly authorized rules and regu­

lations of the telephone company and to the existing applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be' the date hereof. 

Dated at _____ Saz:l. __ Frn.n __ elsco _______ , California, 

this 12azd day of , 1959. 


