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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

MORRIS GOODMAN,
Petitioner,

vS. ‘ Case No, 6236

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, a corperation,

Respondent.

Morris Goodman, in propria persona.
Lawlex, Fellx & Hall, by A. J. Krappman, Jr.,
for respondent.
Rogexr Armebergh, City Attormey, by Laurence R.
Corcoran, intexvener.

By the complaint and petition hexein, filed on March 9,
1959, petitioner herein seeks an order that the respondent restoxre
telephone service under number WEbster 9-2469 to complainant's resi-
dence at 1233 South Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, California. BHe alleges
that the telephone under that number was removed om oxr about
February 6, 1959, by the respondent, acting on information that the
sexvice was being used for bookmaking purposes; that the telephone
was not used for illegal pdrposes; and that petitioner is suffering
from cancer and must have a telephonme to contact his doctors.

On Marchk 17, 1959, by Decision No. 58121, in Case No. 6236,
the Commission ordered that the telephone sexvice be restored to the
petitionexr pending a hearing on the petition herein.




On Maxch 26, 1959, the respomndent filed an answer, the
principal allegation of which was that the telephone company, pur-
suant to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930
(47 Cal., P.U.C. 853) on or about February 12, 1959, had reasonable
cause to believe that the telephonme sexvice furnished to petitioner
under WEbster 9-2469 at 1233 South Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, was being or was to be used as an instrumentality directly or
Indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the violation of the law,
and that having such reésonable cause, respondent was required to
discomnect the sexvice pursuant to this Commission's Decision No.
41415, supra. | |

A public héaring was beld in Los Angeles on April 14, 1959,
befoxre Examinex Kent L.-Rogers. ‘

The petitioner testified that he and his wife rent an
apartment at the stated address; that therein they had two telephonés
with an extension om one; that on or about February 12, the telephone
with the extension was removed by police officers of the City of los
Angeles, and petitiomer's wife was arxested for bookmaking;’thac she
pleaded guilty to the charge; that thereafter om about February 19,
1959, the cther telephone under number WEbster 9-2469 was discon-
nected by the telephone company; that he is under'trgatment'for

cancer aad must be in comtact with his doctors at all times; that on

or about March 17, 1959, telephone service under nuxber WEbster

9-2469 was reinstalled on oxder of the Commission; and that at the
present time he bas sald telephone in the apartment.

Exbibit No. 1 herein is a letter from the Chief of Police
of the City of Los Angeles to the respondent, advising respondent
that petitioner's telephone at 1233 South Ogden Drive, WEbstex
9-2469, was o or about February 10, 1959, being used for the
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purpose of disseminating horse racing Iinformation in commection with
bookmaking. A4n employee of the telephone coupany testified that
this letter was received by the telepbone company or or about
February 12, 1959, and that on February 19, 1959, telephome service
was disconmected pursuant tb said letter, and that thereafte;,bn '
March 19, 1959, the sexvice was recommected pursuant to order of
this Commission. The position of the telephone company was that it
had acted with reasonable cause,as that term is used in Decisiom
No. 41415, supra, in discomnecting service, inmasmuch as it had re-
ceived the letter designated as Exhibit No. 1. |

A police officer conmected with the vice detail of the
Los Angeles Police Department testified that on or about Feb:ﬁa:y 4,
1959, he heard.petitioner's wife engage 1in bookmaking activities
over petitioner's telephone at petitionmexr's home; that petitiomer's

wife was arrested at petitiomer's home that day;and that there was

in the home a National Dally Reporter scratch sheet, betting markers,
and $5,478 in cash; that one of the telephones under number

WEbster 1-1460 and an extension therefrom were removed at that time;
that petitioner's wife was taken into custody; and that petitioﬁer
herein was not present at the time of the arrest.

| After full consideration of this zecord we mow find that
the telephone company's actlon was based upon reasonable cause,as
that term is used in Decision No, 41415, supra. The zecord further
shows that the telephone sexvices of the petitioner were used'fér
illegal puxposes, to wit, bookmaking. The record fﬁxther shbws;
however, that the petitioner was probably unaware of the pctivities

of his wife relative to bookmaking, and that telephone service is
necessary for the health and welfare of the petitionexr, Petitioner's

telephone service will therefore be restored.
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The complaint of Morris Goodmen against The Pacific Tele-
phone and Telegraph Company, a corporation, having been £iled, public
| hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being fully advised
in the premises and basing its decision on the evidence of xecoxrd,
 IT IS ORDERED that the order of the Commission im its De-
cision No. 58121, dated March 17, 1959, in Case No. 6236, temporarily
restoring telephone sexvice to the petitioner, be made permanent,
such restoration being subject to all dulj authorized xules and regu-
lations of the telephone company and to the existing applicable law,
The effective date of this order shall be the dai:o bereof.

Dated at San Francisco , California,
this f? 2 day of /%"zﬂm/y ' » 1959,
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