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I>eeision No .. __ 5_8_5_6_,9 __ 

BEFORE 'IRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of 
T. A. I.. LORETZ'I AGENT ~ for authority 
to publish rules and amendments to 
rules on behalf of automobile trans­
porters parties to california Auto .. 
mobile 'transporters' Local Tariff 
No. l~ cal. P.U.C. No.4. 

Application No. 40643 

T. A. L. Loretz, for Auto Shippers, Inc.; Automobile 
~ransport Company of California; Nicholas 
Kavoras and Nicholas Conteas, doing business 
as california Auto Transport; Carl August 
Wigholm, doing business as Civic Center Trans­
port Service; Dealers Transit, Inc.; Hughes 
'I'ruck-A-Way, Inc.; Insured Transporters, Inc.; 
and Kenosha Auto Transport Corpora.tion:,> appli­
cants. 

Carl B. Blaubach, for the Commission's staff. 

OPINION ---- ........ ~--

Applicants are highway cOmlllOn carriers engaged 1n the 

transportation of motor vehicles and mobile equipment in truckaway 

service. They seek authority to establish certain charges for tbe 

load:.lXlg or unloading of shipments onto or from 'their equipment. 

They also seek authority to charge for equipment clispatched in 

response to sbipper's order but not used. 

Public hearing on the application was held before Examiner 

C. S. Abernathy at I..os ADgeles on Januarj 21" 1959. 

Under present provisions of ap~licants t tariffs the sen­

ices of loacling and unloading are included in the applicable rates 
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for transportation except in instances when the loading or unload-
. 

1ng requ1res the' use of auxiliary vehicles equipped with a. lifting 

device. In these instances an add1 t10nal charge of $,5.,50 per 

aux1liary veh1cle app11es. 

Applicants allege that under their present tariff pro­

vi~ions they do not receive suffic1ent compensation to cover the 

costs of their cerv1ces when the shipments transported consist of 

wrecked or disabled automobiles which must, be loaded or u~oaded 

by winch. According to witnessec for appl1c~nts, up to several hours' 

time is required for such loading or unloading. As sertedly , th~ 

present tar1ff rates do not include adequate provis1on for the time 

so required end for ~ carrier's co~ts of acqUiring and maintaining 

0. w1nch.. Applicants l?ropoze to assess a. charge of $,5.,50 por winch 

uoed in the loading or unload1ng operat10llS. 

With respect to loading or unloading services requiring 

ass1stance of other parties, applicants' witnesses stated that ,on 

occaSion the vehicles which are tendered for transportation are so 

damaged or disabled that they may not be loaded or unloaded, except 

b~ derrick or other 11ft1ng device. Where the carriers do not have 

SUitable lifting devices of their own readily accessible, they employ 

other parties having such devices to perform the load1ng or unload-

1:cg. In connection with their payments for loading e.lld \Ulloa.ding 

services so performed, applicants. propose to assoss certain fees 

which Sore speCified in their tariffs for the lIserv1ce of making pay­

ment of 3XJY charges outstand1rJg against a shipment, in order to, 
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1 
"obtain its release for transporta.tion." They allege that such pay-

ments are, in fact, advances and should be made subject to the same 

fees as other advances. 

With reference to equipment dispatched 1n response to 
, 

shipper's order but not used, the record shows that from. time to 

time applicants receive. cancellation of service orders after they 

have dispatehe~ equipment in response to said orders. It appears 

that frequently the driver of the equipment cannot be apprised of 

the cancellation until he arrives at the initial point specified in 

the. service' order. In order that they may rece! ve some compensation 

to cover costs incurred in instances of cancellation after dispatch 

of equipment, applicants propose to assess a charge equivalent to 

the charge which would apply for the transportation of one motor ve­

hicle for one half of the distance from carrier's terminal to tbe 

point where the equipment was ordered. No chaxge would be made 

wheu a cancellation is received before the equipment leaves the 

terminal. 

I t appears that prior to the hearing on this application 
• • I ' 

copies of applic&~tsr proposals were sent to the ,principal sbippers 

that would be affected thereby. .Said shippers were a.1so informed of ' 

the hearing by advance notices thereof. No one appeared in opposi­

tion to authorization of ~be sough~ charges. 

The showing in this matter indicates that the services of 

winch loading and unloading, and services provided in connection 

1 Item No. 110 series, California Automobile Transporters' Local 
Tariff No.1, Cal. P.U.C. No.4, T. A. L. Loretz, Agent. 
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with late-received cancellations of shipping orders, are services 

for which specific charges pxoperly may be established. The pro­

posed charges for these services appear and are hereby found to be 

justified. To this extent applicants r proposed charges should be 

authorized. 

Applicants' proposal to assess fees 1n connection with 

so-called advances made as payments to other parties for loading and 

unloading services performed by tbexn should be denied. The showing 

in this respect 1s not persuasive ~t such payments are n advances" 

within the rceauing of the above-referred-to Item No. 110 of appli­

cants' tariff. On the eontrary, it appears from the provisions of 

Items Nos. 30 and 150 of the tariff th4t applicants assume the. 

:responsibility and expense of loading and unloading 
2 

their equipment. Accordingly, it appears and it 1$ concluded that 

bPplieation of Tariff - Rates 2 Item 30 

(A) • • • • • • • 
(0) Rates provided in ••• this tariff are for the trans-

portation of eommodities • • • • • • • from point of 
origin to point of destination, and inelude the followiDg: 

1. Loading into and unloading from carner's equipment, 
except as provided in Item No. 150. 

2. •••.••• 
3~ ••••••• 

Item 150 S~eial Loading and Unloading Charges 

Wbhn a motor vehicle cannot be loaded onto or unloaded 
from carrier's equipment without the assistanee of a separate 
vehicle or vehieles equip~ed with lifting device, £ul:nished by 
the carrier or at earrier s expense, a charge of $5.50 shall 
be assessed for such separate vehicle used for loading and a 
charge of $5.50 shall be assesse"d for such vehicle used for 
unloading, in adc1ition to rates otherwise provided. 
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under present tariff rules and regulations applieantG ma.y not 

justifiably treat payments to other parties for loading and 'Un­

loading services as adv~ees for which they should· be compensated 

separately in adclition to the charges which otherwise apply under 

the raees, rules and regulations in their tariff .. 

ORnER - .......... _.-, 

Based on the conclusions and findings set forth in the 

preceding opinion, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

l. '!he above-named applicants in this proceeding be~ and 

they hereby are, authorized to amend their tariff rates, rules and 

regulations ~ as set forth in California Automobile Transporters' 

I..oeal Tariff No.1, cal. P .. U.C. No .. 4, T. A. 1. .. Loretz, Agent, to 

establish the rules and charges shown in Appendix :tAu attached 

hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. The authority herein granted shall expire unless exer­

cised within ninety days after the effective date of this order .. 
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3. In all other respects the app11ca:t:Lon in this matter 

be and i1: bex-eby is clenied. 

Th:Ls order shall become effective twenty days after the 

date hereof. 

this 

Dated at ______ S~n;~n..;;Fm~.;;,;n.;.;;e-i~;;;;.;ed~-----, California" 

1 Ii day of , 1959. 

" " ... . " 
coiiiiii!BsIoners 

COWll1:~1onor Evorott C. MeKoo.go' • l)o1ng 
X)ooc~ ::o.:-1ly c.~~cn-:'. d.L~~ ·1:ot po.::-t1e1pdto 
in tho ~1~po~1t1on ot t~~ proeood1ng~ 
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.::;.. . 
Appendix "A" to Decision No. . v8.Sh9 

SPECIAL LOADING AND UNLOADING CHARGES 

When a motor vehicle cannot be loaded onto or unloaded 
from carrier's equipmen~ without the assistance of a winch or 
of a separate vehicle or vehicles equipped with lifting deviCe.~ 
furnished by the carrier or at the carrier's expense, a charge 
of $5.SO shall be assessed for each winch or separate vehicle 
used for loading and a charge of $5.50 shall be assessed for 
each winch or separate vehicle used for unloadiDg, in addition 
to rates otherwise provided. 

CANCELLED ORDERS FOR EQUIPMENT 

When an order is placed for equipment and when said 
order is subsequently cancelled, the following will govel:n: 

(4) 

(b) 

If cancellation of the order is received 
by the carrier before the equipment ordered 
leaves its terminal, no el1.arge will. be 
maQe~· . . 

If cancellation of the order is received by 
the carrier after the equipment ordered bas 
left its terminal, a charge computed at 
one-balf of the rate named in Item No. 200 
for the transportation of one motor vehicle 
for the·d1stance from carrier's terminal 
to the point where said equipment is first 
to :report pursuant to the order will be 
.:lSsessecl. 


