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Decision No. "-----
BEFORE '.tHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION -OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

SAMUEL JONES, ) 

Complainant, 

vs. Case No. 6256 

PACIFIC TELEPHONE CO., a corporation, 

Defendant. ) 
) 

S~l Jones, in propria persona. 
taWler, FeIrx & Hall, by f.. J. Krappman 2 Jr., 

for the defendant. 
Davis H. Von Wittenburg, Deputy City Attorney, 

for £he Police Department of the City 
of Los Azlgeles, intervenor. 

OPINION - ... .-..-----
By the complaint herein, filed on April 13, 1959, 

Samuel Jones of 1454~ West 70th Street, Los Angeles, talifo:rn1a, 

alleges that he has been ref~ed telephone service at that resi­

dence because of a situation with which he had nothing to do; that 

his home was rented out furnished including a telephone which was , 

listed in his name; that the parties used the telephone for il­

legal purposes; that the telephone was taken out; and that he 

desires that the restriction be removed because be cannot rent 

the property. 

On April 24, 1959, the telephone company filed an answer, 

the principal allegation of which was that pursuant to Decision 

No. 41415, daeed April 6,. 1948, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. F.U.C. 

853), on or about .August 26, 1958,. the tel~'phoue company had 
of , • .r 
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reasonable cause to believe that the telephone service furnished 

to complainant under n\1Xllber PLeasant 1-3445 at 1454% West 70th 

Street, los Angeles, Califol:ni&, was being or was to be used as tin 

instrumentality directly or indireetly to violate or to aid and 

abet the violat:ion of the law, ancl 'Chat havitlg such reasonable 

cause, the defendant was required to disconnect the telephone pur­

S'Wllnt to Decision No. 41415, supra. 

A public hearing was held in Los Angeles, California, on 

May 26, 1959, before Examiner Kent: c. Rogers. 

Complainant testified that he owns a home at 1454~ West 

70'th Street, tos Angeles, California, but resides at 2057 West 

28th Street, Los Angeles; that prior to August 26, 1958, he had 

rented the premises on 70th Street to a Mrs. Slaughter; that she 

had been there approx:imate~y one month prior to August 26; and 

that approximately a week after August 26, 1958, he went 1:0 the 

premises to care for the lawn and found the c:loors open and 

Mrs. Slaughter gone. Subsequently, he said, be was advi~d that 

Mrs. Slaughter was arrested for bookmaking, and the telephone re­

moved; that he did not permit the telephone to 'be used for illegal 

purposes; and 'that he is moving back into the 70th Street premises 

and needs a telepbone~ 

The Folice Department of the City of Los Angeles was 

represented, but presented no evidence. 

Exhibi:t No. 1 is ·a copy of a letter from the Police De­

partment of the Ci~ of Los Angeles to the telephone company dated 

August 22, 1958, advising that the complainant's telephone had. been 

confiscated; tha1!: it had been used for the puxpose of dissexrd:nat1n.g 
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horse racing1nformation in connection with bookmald.ng,; and re­

q\.1esting that the telephone facilities be disconnected. An em­

ployee of the telephone company testified that this letter was 

received on August 26 ~ 1958 ~ and that the telephone service was 

disconnected pursuant thereto on Augus't 28~ 1958:t and has not been 

reconneet~d. 

The position of the telephone coopany was that it hael 

3Cted .:dth reasonable cause as that texm i~~ defined in Decision 

No. ls-1415:t supra, in disconnecting the telephone service inasmuc:h 

as it had received the letter designa.ted as Exhibit No.1. 

After full consideration of tb.1s record:t we now find that: 

the telephone company· s action was based uPon reasonable cause as 

that te:z:m is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We further find 

that there is no evidence that complainant was engaged in or 

directly connected with or permitted the telephone faeilities to 

be used for book:rna1d:ng activity. Therefore~ the complainant is 

now entitled to restoration of telephone service. 

ORDER 
~--~ ...... 

The complaint of Samuel Jones agains't The Pacific 'tele­

phone and Telegraph Company having been filed, a public hearing 

having been held ~reon~ the Commission being fully advised in 

the premises and basing its decision upon the evidence of .record 

and the findings herein:t 

IT IS ORDERED that complainan't' s request for the restora­

tion of telephone service be granted:t and tha.t~ upon the filing by 

complainant of an application for 1:elepbone service, The Pacific 
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Telephone and Telegraph Company shall install telephone service 

at complainant's residence at 1454~ West 70th Streee~ Los Angeles, 

California, such installation being subject to all duly authorized 

rules and regulations of the telephone company~and to the exist­

ing applicable law. 

the effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. ' 

Da""'cl at &:0. ~dSc:O Calif rnia """' , 0 , 

this :2,3 4.d clay of _~~.::;.,r..""""",, _______ , 1959. 


