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Decision No ., __ 5_9_.1._8_0_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAlE OF CALIFORNIA 

PER.CY SNYDER and DOROTHY 
DAVIES S~YDER, 

Complainants, 

v. 

TEE PACIFIC TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH 
COMP.~, a public utility system, 
a corporation, 

Defendant. 

Case No. 6347 

Pergy Snrder, in propria persona. 
tiWler,eliX & Hall, by A. J. Krappman, Jr., 

for defendant. 

OPINION -------.-

By the complaint herein, filed on September 1, 1959, 

Percy Snyder and Dorothy Davies Snyder allege that they reside at 

2808 West 108th Street, Inglewood, California; that on or about 

August 7, 1959, complainants' telephone was removed by the de­

fendant on the grounds that it was being used in violation of Sec­

tion 337a of the California Penal Code; and that on August 20, 1959, 

a Judge of the Municipal Court of the Inglewood Judicial District 

dismissed the complaint. The complainants request that telephone 

service be restored. 

It was stipulated at the hearing that Percy Snyde~ was the 

subscriber to the telephone service, and at the request of the com­

plainants the complaint was dismissed as to Dorothy Davies Snyder • 
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On September 14, 1959, the telephone company filed an 

answer, the principal allegation of which was that the telephone 

company, pursuant to Decision No. 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in 

Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. ?U.C. 853), on or about A~t 17, 1959, 

had reasonable cause to believe that the telephone service fur­

nished to complainant Percy S:lyder un,der number PLYmouth 4-9166, 

at 2808 West lOath Street, I:lglewood, Californie, was being or was 

to be used as an inst~entality directly or indirectly to violate 

or to aid and abet the violation of the law, and that, having sucb. 

=2ason~ble cause, the defendant was required to disconnect the 

service pursuant to this Commission's Decisio~ No. 41415, supra. 

A public hearing on the complaint was held before Examiner 

Kent C. Rogers in Los Angeles on September 28, 1959. 

No appee.rance was msde at the hearing by any law enforce-

ment agency_ 

Dorothy Davies Snyder testified that on Friday, August 7, 

1959, she was at home; that the telephone rang and she was asked 

to take a bet but that she refused to do so; that subsequently 

police officers entered the house and arrested her; that the 

caarges ~gainst her were thereafter dismissed; that the telephone 

1\'1as never used for illegal purposes; that she bes tr.o10 minor chil­

dren at home and needs the telephone; and that she will see that 

the telephone is not used for illegal purposes if it' is reinstalled. 

Exh~b~t No. 1 is a letter from the Commanding Officer of 

the Vice Detail of the Sheriff's Department of the County of Los 
Angolos co che defendanc advis1ng che defendanc chac on Augusc 7, 

1959~ eomplainant's telephone under number PLYmouth 4-9166 was 
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being used for the purpose of disseminating horse r.acing informa­

tion which was being used in connection with booknu!king in viola­

tion of Section 337a 0: the Penal Code; that the telephone had 

bce~ confitc3ted, and re~~stir~ that the defendant disconnect tbe 

service. T'cis letter was r~ceiV'ed by the defe:tda:tl.t on August 17, 

1959, and service wes disconnected pursuant thereto on A~gust 19, 

1959. 

The position of the telephone company was that it bad 

actc~ ~~th reasonable cause, as that te:m is used in Decision 

No. 41415, supra, in disconnecting the telephone service inasmuch 

as it bad received the letter designated as Exhibit No.1. 

After full consideration of this record, we find that 

the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause as 

that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We further find 

that the evidence fails to show that the c01l1?1ainant r s telephone 

was used as an instrumentality to violate or to aid and abet the 

violation of the law. Complainant is, therefore, entitled to tele­

phone service. 

The complaint of Percy Snyder against The Pacific Tele­

phone and '!~legraph Company, a corporation, having been filed, a 

public hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being fully 

advised in the premises and bUSing its decision upon the evidence 

of record and ~he findings herein, 

IT IS ORDERED that cocplainant's request for restoration 

of telephone service be granted, and that upon tbe filing by 
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complainant of an application therefor, defendant shall restore 

telephone service to complainant's premises at 2808 West l08th 

Street, Inglewood, California, such installation being subject to 

all authorized rules and regulations of the telephone company and 

to the existing applicable law. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 
. .;) () tL_ Dated at San Fr::LneiSCO ) this __ ..;:;;~;;:;...;:..-__ 

day of __ --.;CC;:;;..:J~k;4s~?4.:;...;;I/.JA./~ ____ ) 1959. 

, ~'Arett c. McKeago b 1 COlDm13s .. onor ...... J ..... __ • __ •• _._ •••• _. ____ ~. e Il~ 
noc~s~~r11y ~b5ent9 did not ~artlcl~~t& 
in tho dis~osit1on Or tbi~ ~rocoeding. 
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