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Decision No. 59653 . 

BEFORE Trm PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CP~IFORNIA 

In~esti§ation into th~ ~!~liYJ ) 
, . ~ ~ ma~ntenance~ operat~ons~ use Qn~ 

protoction o£ cross~ng at grado 
of Dub11c road an~ the tracks of 
The",Atehison, Topeka. and Sa.nta. ~ 
Fe R..tt:L.lway Comp.s.ny l1t M1..1c Post 
2-21.0 known as tne Rarpet take 
Road 1 at Helendale, in the ) 
CO\mt'y of San BernarcI1.no, Si:atc » 
of CQ;,liforn1a. 

Case No. 6355 

A. M~ Shelton, for The Atchison, Topelta 
ana Senta Fe Railway Company, respondent. 

William Irl Kennedy, for the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company; Geor~e F. Zimmerman, 
for the County of San ernaraino; ani:! 
G. R. Mitchell, for the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, interested parties. 

Elmer J. Sjostrom, for the Commission staff. 

o PIN ION --------

The Commission, upon its own cotion, ordered an investiga­

tion into the safety, maintenance, operation, use and protection of 

~he crossing at grade of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway 

Company tracks and a road used by the public known as Harper L~(e 

Road, located in unincorporated territory in San Bernardino County, 

which crossing is designated as Crossing No. 2-21.0. This order, 

dated September 29, 1959, states that it was entered for the follow­

ing purposes: 

1. To determine whether or not all or any part of said c~oss­

ing is hazardous to the safety of the public. 

2. To determine whether or not public safety, convenience and 

necessity require the abolishment of said crOSSing by physical clos­

ing thereof to public use, or require alteration, relocation, 
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or separation from the tracks of the railroed, or require ~he in­

stallation and meinten~ce of protective devices. 

3. To prescribe the terms and eonditions under which any 

closing, alteration, relocation, sepa~ation, or m~intenance 0= in­

stallation of protective devices shall be made, ana the portion of 

the expense thereof which shall be allocated between The Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and 'the County of San Bernardino. 

4. To enter any other order or orders that may be appropriate 

in the exercise of the Commission's jurisdiction. 

Pursuant to the provisions of said order, the Secretary of 

this Commission c~used certified copies thereof to be served ~pon 

!he Atchison, 'Io'peka and Santa Fe Railway Company, the Board of 

Supervisors of Sen Bernardino County, and the Road Co:cmissioner of 

said county. Also, notice of hea.ring wa.s given to said parties and 

to residents who hac indicated an interest in the matter or were 

possible users of the crossing. 

A public hearing was held in Barstow on December 15, 1959, 

before Examiner Kent C. Rogers, at which time evidence, both oral 

and documentary, was adduced and the matter was sub~tted for de­

cision. 

The Commission staff prepared and introduced into evidence 

as an eXhibit an engineering report describing the crossing and its 

use by the railroad company a.nd the public, and containing a map 

showing the location of the crossing and its relation to other 

~rossings, including photographs of the crossing~ It also pre~ 

sentcd .3. group of photog::-aphs of the crossing F..t:d vicinity and a 

lerzc msp of the crossing. A traffic cheek show~d that Sl vehicles 
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used the crossing during a 24-hour period. The Union Pacific Rail­

road Company has joint use of the tracks with The Atchison, Topeka 

a.:ad Santa Fe Railway Company, and the total average daily train move­

ments across the crossing in October 1959 ~07ere 17 passenger tra.ins 

and 37 freight trains. There are two mai~ line tracks and one siding 

at the crossing. The maximum a.llowable train speeds are 90 miles 

per hour for passenger trains and 60 miles per hour for freight 

trains. On the siding the :naxim1Jm allowable speed is 30 miles per 

hour. If the crossing is closed, the nearest available croscitlg 

will be the Jordan Ro~d cross~ng (Crossing No. 2-22.0) located ap­

proxtcately one mile south~ 

The staff concluded: 

a _ That the Harper Lake Road crossing is h.azardous due to the 

number of tracks, the restricted visibility of high-speed trains 

coming from the nertbeast, and the steep grades of approach from the 

east. In order to make the crossing reasonably safe it will be 

necessary to install automatic signal protection and redeSign the 

easterly approach to reduce tae approach grade to a maximum of six 

percent. 

b_ That the Jordan Road crossing, although narrow Dond in 

need of imp~vement, is less h~ardous than the Harper Lake Road 

crossing. The approach grades at the Jordan Road crossing do not ex­

ceed approximately six percent, and the visibility is good in all 

quadrants. 

c. Tha~ there is insufficient local vebic~la~ traffic to jus­

tify the improvement and maintenance of the two closely spaced cross· 

ings, and it appears that the clOSing of one of the c::o::sings would 

not seriously incon'venience any substa..'1.ti3l number of persons. 
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The exhibit concluded 'with the recommendation that the 

Harper take Road crossing be closed. 

A representative of the County of San Bernardino agreed 

that the crossing is hazardous due to the steep approach grade and 

poor visibility, and recommended that the crossing be closed and the 

Jordan Road (also known as Rowland Road) crossing be used. 

A spokesman for the State Legislative Board, Brotherhood 

of Locomotive Engineers, recommended closing the crossing due to the 

poor visibility and the narrown~ss and steep angles of approach. 

There were no protests. 

The Commission finds that the crossing is dangerous in its 

present condition. The grade of approach from the east is ten per­

cent down to the tracks and six percent up to the tracks from the 

west. The approaches are 12 to 16 feet in width, and the crossing 

is 24 feet in width. Passenger trains cross at approximately 90 

miles per hour, and visibility from the north is limited due to a 

sharp curve. The Commission is of the opinion, and finds, that pub­

lic safety requires that the crossing of Harper Lake Road and The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company tracks at Hile Post 

No. 2-21.0 should be closed to all traffic, both vehicular and pedes-

trian. 

ORDER 
~- ...... ---." 

An investigation on the commission's own motion having 

been instituted, a public hearing thereon having been held, the Com­

mission now being fully advised and basing its decision on the evi­

dence of record', 
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IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That within thirty days after the effective date hereof~ 

the grade crossing of The Atchison~ Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Com­

pany tracks at Harper Lake Road in the County of San Bernardino ~ 

which crossing is designated as Cros~ing No. 2-21_0~ sball be closed 

by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company to all vehicular 

and pedestrian traffic by constructing fences or other proper bar­

riers~ and the street surface shall be removed from the railroad 

right of way at the sole cost of said company_ 

(2) That, within thirty days thereafter, The Atchison, Topeka 

and Santa Fe Railway Company shall give the Commission written no­

tice of the completion of all said construetion and removal and of 

its compliance with the terms hereof. 

The effective date of tbi8 order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

'-'V .. ~ss oners 

., ~ "'1 C. L-:tn Fos: ....... l .. g .... ornr.l~s .. oner ...................................... 10/" ... 

noceson.rl1y absC'ot .• did not l''lrtlci:pate 
in the disposition of thio proceeding. 
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