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Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

LAURA LEWIS,
Complainant,
vS. Case No. 6397

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH
COMPANY, a corporationm,

Defendant.

Josepb T, Forno, for the complainant.

. Lawler, x & Hall, by A. J. Krappman, Jr., for
the defendant.

By the complaint herein, f£iled on December 14, 1859, Lauxa
Lewis requests that the telephome service formerly furnished to her
at 2630 Dalton Avenue, Los Angeles, California, be ordered restored.

On Jaouary 5, 1960, by Decision No. 59459, in Case No. 6397,
the Commission ordered that the telephone service be restored to com-
plainant pending a hearing on the complaint herein.

On January 15, 1960, the telephome company filed an answer,
the principal allegation of which was that the telephone company,
pursuant to Decision No; 41415, dated April 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930
(47 Cal. P.U.C. 853), on or about December 7, 1959, had reasonmable
cause to believe that the telephone service furnished to Laura Lewis
under npumber REpublic 4-2043 at 2630 Dalton Avenue, Los Angeles,
California, was being or was to be used as an instrumentality

directly or indirectly to violate or to aid and abet the violation
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of the law and that having such reasonable cause the defendant was
required to discomnect the service pursuant to this Commission's

Decision No. 41415, supra.

A public hearing was held on February 1, 1960, in Los Ange-

les before Examiner Kent C. Rogers.

| Laura Lewis testified that she is the subscriber to the
telephone sexvice furnished by the defendant at 2630 Dalton Avenue,
Los Angeles, Califoxrnmia; that onm or about November 24, 1959, this
telephone was disconnected by the defendant pursuant to imstructions
from the Los Angeles Police Department; that she has not used and
does not intend to permit said telephone to be used for illegal pﬁr—
poses; and that she needs the telephome sexvice..

Exhibit No. 1 is a letter dated December 3, 1959 from an
official of the‘United States Treasury Department to the defendant
advising the defendant that the telephone service being provided to
Laura‘Lewis at 2630 Dalton Avenue, Los Angeles, was being used to
violate the federal wagering statutes; that the telephone had been
removed by the officers of the Intelligence Division of the United
States Treasury Department on November 24, 1959; and requesting that
the defendant discommect the sexrvice. It was stipulated that this
letter was received by the defendant on December 7, 1959; that a
central office disconnection was effected puxsuant_thereto on
December 11, 1959; and that service was reconnected on January 8,
1960 pursuvant to this Commission's Decision No. 59459, supra. The
position of the telephone com@aﬁy was that it had acted with reason-
able cause as that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra,‘in
disconnecting the telephome service Inmasmuch as it had receivcd the
letter desigﬁaced as Exhibit No. 1.

No evidence was presented by any arresting officers.
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After full comsideration of this record we now f£ind that
the telephone company's action was based upon reasonable cause as
that term 4s used in Decision No. 41415, supra. We further find
that the evidence fails to show that the complainant's telephone was
used as an instrumentality to violate or to,ald and abet thevioia¥

tion of the law and that therefoxe the telephone sexrvice should be

reconnected.
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The complaint of Laura Lewis against The Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Company, a coxporation, having been filed, a public
hearing having been held thereoﬁ, the Commission being fully advised
in the premises and basing its decision upon the evidence of recgrd,

IT 1S ORDERED that the order of this Commissioﬁ in Decision
No. 59459, dated January 5, 1960, in Case No. 6397, temporatily ﬁe—
storing telephome service to the comblainant, be made permanént,?such

restoration being subject to all duly authorized rules and regul#-

tions of the telephone company and to the existing applicable law.

The effective date of this oxrder shall be f£ive days
aftex the date hereof.

QPated at _ San Francisco’ , California, this / -

day of ,414;»4é?' » 1960. /’""'f::>




