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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

SOQUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY
OF CALIFORNIA, a corporation,

Complainant, |
V.. | 3 ' Case No. 6448

RICHFIELD OIL CORPORATION, 2
corporation,

Defendant.

INTERIM ORDER

The complaint herein containo two causes of action. It
alleges in part theat complainant is & public utility fhrnishing
natu:al gas sexrvice, and has been certificated by the Commission
Yo engege in such business in its service area. It is alleged
that'deféndant owns\and‘operatcs a 58 m11e 20-inch pipeline from
Cuyana Vailey to the Maﬁdalay steam electric generating station
of Southern Californls Edison COmpany through which 1* sells and
delivers natural gas produced in Cuyama Valley to Edison, that
the Mandalay station 1s within complainantrs service area, and
that defendant 1z and will cont;rue t0 be engaged iIn furniuhing
natural gas to the public or some portion thereofl, for
compensation. |

Comploinant alleges that on or adout April 2, 1960v_
defendaht commenced construction of a 6-inch gas pipeline
approximately eight miles in length, which will extend from

the area of Rincon Point, Ventura County, immediately adJacent to




the Pacific Ocean, to a point ncar Casitas Springs north of the

City of Venturez, alse in Ventura County.

Complainant alleges it 1s informed and believes thét at
the last mentioned location défendanz Intends to comnect such
6-inch plpeline with the 26-1nch Mandalay piﬁeline through
which deferdant is selling natural gas to Edison; that defendant
18 to use such 6-in¢h pipeline to transmit and sell natural gas
produced by defendant at 1ts Rincon 01l and gas {ield to Zdiszon
at sald Mandalay station. |

It is aileged-further, on information and beliéf,‘that
defendant has engaged moré than onc contractor on a2 ¢ost-plus
basis, cach working on an accelerated achedule of twelve hours
per day end seven days per week in order to complete the 6-inch
pipeline within a period of two weeks; and that the gas to bé
delivered and 5024 by defendant through said 6-inch and 20-inch
pipelines to Edison will'be used oy the latter as boller fuel
to generate electriclity for sale to and use by the geneﬁal
public. |

Complainant alleges that defendant is & gas corporation
within the meaning of Public Utilities Code sec. 222; that the
6-inch pipeline 1o descigned to be an extension of defendant's
gas plant; that defendant has neither applied for nor obtained
a ¢certificate authorizing such construction, as required by“
Code see. 1001; and that public convenience and necessity do
not and will not require such construcetion. |

Complainant requests in part that the Commission forthe
with Lcsue Ltz oxder reguiring defendant to ¢case and deoslizst
from such construction until the Commiscion makes and files its
decizion on the complaint or until further Commission order,

The relfef sought by complaimant 13 contemplated by the




Public Utilities Code under the c¢ircumstances alleged in the
complaint. Section 1006 provides as follows: |

"1006. When a2 complaint haz Yeen filed with the
commission alleging that a public utility of the clazs
specified in Section 1001 is engaged or 1z z2bhout to
engage in construction work without having secured frox
the commission 2 certificate of public convenience and
necessity as required by this article, the commission
may, with or without notice, make its order requiring
the public utility complained of to cease and desist
from such construction until the commission makes and
files 1ts decision on the complainz or until the
further order of the commission.”

Good cause appearing, IT IS ORDERED that Rlichfield 01l
Corporatién, a corporation, pending furthef Comnlssion order
nerein, shall immediately'ceade and desist and shall refrain
from constructing the 6-inch pipeline more parvicularly
described in the complaint nerein. ‘

Case No. 6448 1s.hereby assigned to Commissioner Dooley
and Examiner Cline, and hearing‘is set before such.presiding-
officers, or such Commissioner or Examiner as may'he*eafter be
designated, at ten o'clock a.m. on Mb daj, April 18,

1960, in the Commission Court Roown, The Mirror 2uiléding,
145 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, Califormia, it being

found that public necessity requires a hearing on less than
ten days' notice. |

The Secretary ls directed to cause & cert;ficd copy of
this order, together with a ¢opy of the complaint herein, to
be served forthwith by registered mail upon Richfield OLl
Corporation, a corporation. Said defendant it directed to
serve and $1le its answer:to the complaint “erein‘néfflazer
than the date of hearing, unless further time be granted by '
the presiding off¢cer. The Secretary ie‘also dircctg@ to-




cause a certified copy of this order to be served forthwith
by registered mall upon Southern Counties Gas Company of
California, a corporation. ‘
Dated at San'F:ancisco, California, this 477 day
of April, 1960. | | -

Commiésioners |




