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Decision No. 59902./ 
------

BEFORE! 'I'fIE PUBL!C UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COMP~ 
OF CP~IFO~~A~ a corporation, 

COmplainant, 

v. 

RICEPIELD OIL CORPORATION, a 
corporation, 

Defendant. 

INTERIM ORDER 

Case No. 6448 

The compla1nt herein contains two causes of action. It 

alleges 1n part that complainant 10. So ~olic utility· turn1sh1r..g 

na~ural gas service, and has oeen certificated by the Commission 

to engage in such business 1n its service area. It is alleged 

thatd~fcndant owns and operatcs a 58 mile 20-inch pipeline trom 

CUyama Valley to the Mandalay steam electric generating station 

of Southern Ca11forn1a Edison COmpany through which it sells and 

delivers· natural gas produced in CUyama Valley to Edison; that 

the ~.a.ndalay station is Within complainant r s service area.; and 

that de:('endant 13 and Will continue to be engaged in furnishing 

natural gas to the public or some portion thereor.~ t~r." 

compensation. 

Complai.nant alleges that on or about April 2.. 1960 

dctenc1ant commenced construction of a 6-1nch gas pipeline 

approXimately eight miles in length; whi~h Will extend from 

the area of Rincon POint" Ventura County .. 1mrr..ed1a.tcly ad..1::tcent to 
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the Pacific Ocean,· to a point ncar Casitas Springs north of the 

City of Ventura, also in Ventura County. 
I 

Compla1!'.ant alleges it is informed a."'ld believes that at 

the last mentioned location defendant intends to connect such 

6-1nch pipeline With the 20-1ncn ~~dalay pipeline through 

which defendant, is :ell1ng natural gas to Edison; that defendant 

is to use zuch 6-1nch pipeline to transmit and sell natural gas 

produced by defendant at 1'ts Rincon oil and gas field ;to Edison 

at said· Mandalay station. 

It1s allegedturther l on informat10n ~"'ld belief, that 

defendant hao engaged more than one contractor on a cost-plus 

baSiS, each working on an accelerated schedule of twelve hours 

per day and seven days per week in order to complete the 6-1nch 

pipeline within a per10d of two weeks; and that the gas to be 

delivered and sO!d by defendant thro~~ sa~d 6-1nch and 20-1nch 

pipelines to Ed1son will be used by the latter as boiler fuel 

to generate electriCity for sale to and use by the general 

pucl1c. 

Complainant alleges that defendant is a gas corporation 

With1n the meaning of Public Utilities COde sec. 222; that the 

6~inch pipeline 10 dco1gncd to be an exten~ion or ~ercndnnt'= 

gas plant; that detendant ~~$.neithcr a~plied tor nor obtained 

a certificate authorizing such constructionl as required by 

COde sec. 1001; and th,~t public convenience and nece~sity do 

not and will not require such constr~ction. 

Complainant requests in part that the Commission forth­

with issue its o~dcr requiring defendant to cease ~~d d¢s1ot 

from such eonztru.c'tion until the Comm1ss!on makes end files its 

dec1sion on the complaint or until further Comm1scion'order. 

The relief sought cy complainant is contemplated by the 
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Public Utilities Code under the circumstances alleged in the 

complaint. Section 1006 provides as follows: 

t1lo06. T.tlhen a. complaint has 'been :riled With the 
commission alleging that a public utility of the e1azs 
specified in Section 1001 is engaged or is about to 
er.gage in construction work without haVing secured from 
the commission a certificate o~ public convenience ~~d 
necessity as re~uired by this article, the commission 
may, "'lith or Without notice, make its order requiring 
the public utility complained of to cease and desist 
from such construction until the commiz~ion makes and 
files· its decision on the complaint or ~~t11 the 
further order of· the comm1ssion. n 

Good cause appea.r1ng, IT IS ORDERED that Richfield 011 

Corporation, a corporation, pending further Commission order 

herein, shall immediately cease and desist and shall refrain 

from constructing the 6-1nch pipeline more particularly 

described in the complaint herein. 

Case No. 6448 is hereby assigned to Commissioner Dooley 

and Examiner Cline, and hearing is set before such presic1ng 

officers, or such Commissioner or Examiner as may hereafter ~ 

deSignated, at ten 0 t clock a. .m. on Monday, April l8" 
",i 

196o? in the Commission Court· Room? The Mirror Bu11d1~, 

145 South Spring Street, Los Angeles, Californ1a, it being 

found that public necessity requ1reza hear1.."'lg on less than . 
ten da.ys'. notice. 

The Secretary 1s·directed to cause a certified cO"pY of 

this order, together with a copy or the complaint herein, to 

be served forthw1 th by registered mail upon. Richt'1eld. 011 . 

Corporation, a corporation. Said defendant is directed to 

serve and file its answer to the complaint herein not later 

than the date of hearing". unless further time 'be granted 'by 

the presiding ~ff1cer. The Secretary 1$ also directed to· 
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cause a certified copy of this order to be served forthW1th 

'by registered. mail upon Southern Counties Gas COmpany or ' 
cali fo rn1a, a corporation. 

Dated at San Francisco, cali for:n1 a, this, //t7f day 

of APril, 1960 .. 

COiiliiss1oners 
." 


