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Decision No. '60207 

BEFORE'THE PUBLIC UTII..ITIES COMMISSIOH OF THE STATE OF' CtJ:lIFORNIA 

Appl:Leat1on of 'rb.e Atchison~ Topeka ) 
'; and Santa Fe Railway ,Company ~ ',S ) 

corporllt:ion~. for authority 1:0' ! 
eonstruct:r maintain and, operate a 

L· 
Ii ,. 

,I; 

r 

spur"track wit:h1n 15eh Street and 
aeross'N Stx:eet in the City, of Application No. 41976 
'Bake2:-sfield, County of' I<ern,. StDte 
of C8l:tfornia ~ .:m.d, to, abandon ceresin ) 
spur, tracks within' an alley in ~ 
Blocks 329, 330 and 331, and a~oss 
N,- O',.and ... P Streets in said City of 
Bakersfield. ',' ' ' ,) 

'\ 
I 

Robert W. Wal..'<e:.r and Robert B .. Curtiss, for applicant. 
Conran, H~rd &: James, by W. E .. J.omes, for Ray Mann 

(Mann Distributing Co 75, protest:ant. 
Kenneth W. Hoagland, Assistant City Attorney, for 

ciey of Bakersfield, int~ested party. 

OPINIOl~ --- ......... - ..... ~ 

This proceeding WClS commenced by ~pplie~t on February 24, 

1960. pUblic h~ring was held beforeEXl)'mincr John Power at: 

Bakersfield on May l2~ 1960 and the matter was submitted .. 

Blocks 329, 330 8lld331 of the C~ty of B.akersfield lie 

between 15th and 16th Streets in the City of Bakersfield. 'rue most 

westerly is :Slock 329. ,Going east, one would CX'oss first, "Nu Street, 

then Block 330, then' :lrJ' St:ree~,. then Block 331, then "P" Street. 

15th Streee lics to thesou1:h and contains .a number of SDU1:e Fe 

tracks, jLncluding the Cllstbound and wes1:bound moin tracks. ,16th 
" 

Str~ct Ij~es along the' north side of the three blocks.. There is in 
:. ii . ' ! 

each' of. t~he: th%'ee blocks 3:l. east and wese alleybetwecn 15th and 16th 
~ ; : 

St:cetstlnd:p.a:r311el to them. 
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In 1926:. applicant const:ruceed D track through ~is .alley 

.as 'far 8$ ., pi' Street and in 1929- this wasext:ended to the eDst line 

of "M' Street in order to, serv'e indus1:ries in the 1)locks des1gnaeed 

above. Proteseant has (3 spur track leading off of this alley tr.,ck 

to serve his warehouse in the north "Mlf of Block 329'. Agrcemene 

for this spur track between applicant and protestant's predecessor 

in interest was executed in 1946. By its te:rms it provides for 

cmlCellation on 6 months' written notice. Applicant gave such notice 

on December 31, 1959:. Copies of these documents .'ttein evidence liS 
I 

, , -

Exhib:LtsNo8. 4:. 5, and 6. 

!he people of Bakersfield have voted bonds for the con­

struction of lln auditorium. this facility will be located v on four 
" 

'blocks:. including bloeks 330 and 331. The building will sit astride 

the- site' of the alley tracks. The City has notified applicant to 

~remove its txaeks from blocks 330 sud 331.' Applicant seeks the 
'.. 

Commission's permission to do this in this proceeding. '!he City of 

- Bakersfield. is, of course:. in accord. 

Tbe applicant's testimony indicated that protestant b:I s 

made little use of rail scrv1ce. One car was received in cech of 

the years 1958: and 1~59 which had received .a Santa Fe line haul. In 

1955, 1956, 1957 and, 1960 through April there were no such ears at 

all. In addition, there have been 8S many as twQ or three cars per 

year that were switched in for another railrCXld. 

Protes1:ant testified in his own behalf and did not con-
, 

tradict the testimcmy just reeited. He bases bis protest,~on the 

fact that he will be deprived ofthc alternative applic<ltion ··0£ rail 

rates under M1nimnm, R.61:e Tertff No.2, thus inC%'e.9sing his truck 

rat;~sunless he ~elocates at a railhead point. 
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Protestant's principal suppliers ~e two b:reweries~ Otle 
I 

, .' in the Los Angeles sr~ and the other in Sml. Francisco. All· freight 

from these suppliers comes by truck. '!he ocetlsiOXUll rllil shipments 

have been from. the east. Some, at l~st> have been occasioned by 

'strlkes thst prevented sbip:nenes from cal:Lfornia suppliers. 

We find that public convenience and necessity no longer 

,~ require the ·mamtenance by applic:snt of ,those port:ions- of its t'rccks 

Nos. 41 and 49 west of the easterly line of "P' Street in the City 

of· Bakersfield. 

!he other (and ur.conteste<l) brmlch of the applicetion 

concerns an iUQustry in the south half of Block 329. !his industry 

: has be<m served in the post by the .s.;nne alley track as proeestant. 

However, this industry abuts on the Santa Fe main line (15th St:eet). 
'. 

Applicant proposes to construct a new spur leading out of its west­

ward main track, to serve this industry. '!'his firm has been get1:ing 

from .70 to 100 C?rs ,per y~r during the years 1955 through 1959. 

The attorney for the industry has indicated thlIt applic.ent t s 

proposal is satisfactory to his client. 

ORDER - ... -----
Public he.:rring having been held and the Commission basing 

itsaecision on t:b.e findings and conclusions set forth in the 

.. foregoing opinion" 

IT IS ORDEREDth.ct: 

1. The Atchison, Topeka and SonUl Fe Railway Comp3ny is 

I authorized to construct a spur track at grade in 15th Street .and 

across N Street in Bakersfield, Kern C«m1:y, ~t .t.hc locatio: 

described in the application, to be i<ietl,ti£:ted as a portiO:l. of 
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Crossing No. 2-887.1. Construction of said eros$1ng sbc'lll be eq'I.ul1 

or superior to Standm:d No.2: of G. O. No. 72, without super­

clevDtion .and of 8 width to conform to the portion of 1:bc streets 

now 'grDded~ wieh tops of %'a11s flush with the roadway .and with 

grades of apprOtlch not exceeding 2 percent. Protection shall be by 

the existing Standard No.1 crossing sign reflcetorized with:reflcx­

reflective sheet m£lterial .and sean<l8rd No.3· crossing signal 

(G~ O. No. 75-B) reloc.Eltcd as inc1ieated in Exhibit A to the appli-

. f, . cation herein • 
. 1 
':1, 

", ' 

, 2. Within thirty days after compl~tion pursuant: to this 

order, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing •. This 
, , 

suthorizad.on sMll bc~ome void 1£ not exercised w1th1n one yea-r 

unless time be extended or if above conditions Dre not complied 

With. Authorization mllY' be revoked or :modified if public 

convenience, necessity;t or safety so require. 

3. On c:rr within thirty days after July, 1, 1960, The Atchison, 

Topeka .and ScmtD Fe Railway Company shall rC!JJJCVe those portions of 

its tracks Nos. 41' 8'.nd 49, shown in red on Exhibit No .. 2 1n . , 

. _', evidence together with t:he four culverts and two Standard No.1 
". 

crossing signs also shOt-m in red on stlici exhibit. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 

Dated Dt 8m F.ra.t\d.toc) ) Co'lliforrd.a, this 

3 / ;vi- dt.ly of --""","""",.-..;;o~~--' 


