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. BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTII..ITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOOTBERN PACIFIC COMP~1C for author- ) 
1ty to d1sco~t1nue agency at Be~ont, ) 
CO".mty of San Mateo, State of Ca11- ) 
fornia, and to.maintein said station ) 
as a nonagency.. ) 

.' 

Application No. 42033 

Randolph Karr and 'Harold S. Lentz, for applicant. 
William v. Efl1s, for the Railroad Brotherhoods, 

ca11fornia, Legislative Board; Donnell 
MCCartb~ for Notre Dame College at Not:re 
Dame Hi School at Belmont; Nathan D .. .Jacobson, 
in propria persona, protestants. 

OPINION ... _-----

Southern Paeific Company requests ~thority to discontinue 

agency service at. Belmont, California, and to ~t8tD s6id's~~oc 

as a nonagency. 

A public hearing was held before Examiner Thomas E. Daly 

at Belmont on May 4,. 1960 and the matter was submitted .. 

At the present time an agent is on duty at the Bl!lmont ' 

station from 6 a.m. to 3 p .. m., Monday through Friday. His activ~ 

dut,1es require app:oximately two h01J.rs of "o\fOrk daily.. He is 

assertedly three years over retirement age and plans to :et:Lre in 

June of this year. If .. the authority sought is' granted the agent's 

job would be eliminated and thereby result in an estimated annual 

savings in the amount of $6,563. 

All freight matters are now bandled at applicant's station 

at. Redwood City. which is located 4.3 miles south of Belmont:. If the 

authority sought is granted the Redwood City station would continue 

to handle all freight mstter.,s and in ac1d!t10%l tllereto woulr.l hcnclle 
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baggage.. Baggage handled at the, Belmont station resulted ill a total 

revenue of $40 in 1958 and $3 in, 1959 •• 

App11ca~t's records concerning the Belmont station indicate 

that a week day average of 352 p.ilssenge:s are ,transported from the 

station in the morning and 581 pa~sengers are transported to the 
'< 

station in the evening. It also transports to a'Dd from the S1:atiOll 

,an average of 43 students daily. Of its total passenger revenue 

relating to Belmont station 50 per~ cent is derived from commuters; , 

47 per cent is derived frO'lll occasional users; and 3 ~er cent 1s 

derived from passengers uSiog applicant's servicetopo1nts beyond 

San Francisco on the north and San Jose on the south. 

No Change is proposed :to train schedules. 'the only change 

'-"Jould be with respect to the purchase of passenger tickets. ~ the 

application is granted passengers would be able to purChase tickets 

from the train conductors or at agency stations including the San 

Francisco depot at 'Third and Townsend Streets. the purchase of a 

one-way ticket may be credited toward the purchase of a monthly com

mute ticket. 

As 8 public convenience applicant has two mail service 

plans. The first is a mail order commutation t1cket:t'equest~ which 

consists of 3t1 envelope providing for the ~ype of commute desire<:1l. 

Upon selecting the commute) enclosIng one's check or mOtley order :and 

mailing to applicant, the ticket is forwarded to- the ind1v:ta:al by 

r.etu'.Ctl mail. '!he secood plan is referred to 3S Automatic Ticket-By

Mail. kt1 individual selecting this plan is placed upon a list and 
his commute ticket is automatically mailed to h1m by the· ~26th of each 

month. The individual then pays by check or 4:lOt1ey order Oll the firs: 

d:Jj of Zhe mo:cth ~t his ticl<et becomes effective by mailing 8 

return' payment envelope provided by applicant. Said plans ~re 

assertedlY being given wide FJoblie aeceptalle&. 
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Negoti~tions would be ~de to lease the station buildiDS, 

howcvcr;, any such le.as~ would provide for publie" u?c of .the '«"cit.:.1..!1g 

roao a~d its facilities. 

. Protestants eontend that the requested authority is 'll0t:h1ng 

mOre than the cO'lltinuation of a loogr3Dge pla'll to discone~e pas

senge: service on a piecemeal basis. Applicant argues that larger 

peninsula cities than Belmont are now served on a nouagCtley basis 

'Wictlout: znydecline 1:l service. 

After consideration it does not appear that changing 

Belmont station to· nonageney status would result in any public incon

venience. Service will remain substantially the same. The purchase 

of ticke~s is ~dequately provided for through alternate means. Tb~ 

Commission) therefore ~ finds -el::.at publie convenience and! necessity ~ 
, . . 

no longer require a??licantts agency at Belmont~ california. 

OR.DER ... _- .......... 

Application having been filed and the Commission being 

informed in the premises, 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is ~~thor1zed 

to discontinue its aget1ey at Belmont, C.slifo:rn1a, subject to the 

following conditions: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Southern P8Cific Company shall maintain a Class A 
nonageney station at Belmont. . 

Within ninety ~ys after the effective date hereof, 
eod on not . less than . ten days' not:ice to the 
Commission and to ~he p~blic, Southern Pacific Com
pa~y seall posta no~ice of such discontinuance at 
the s~ation, shall file in d~1)lieaee amendments to 
its t~riffs showing the changes ~thor1zed herein, 
anc sl:!all make reference in such notice and tariffs 
to this decision as autho:ity for the changes. 

In no event s~111 the agent be removed earlier.than 
the effective d:;:ec 0: tariff filings recr.:ired un~r 
paragraph (b) hereof. 

/: ... 
• ! 
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. (d) 1'0 the event ,applicant shall lease the Belmont 
station build~g, a copy of the lease agreement 
shall be filed with the Co=nission within t:h1rty 
days .after its execution. 

"'!he ·effective date of this ordel: 'shall be ewe'Oty' days 

.. after::: the date hereof. 

,Dated at San Francisco ,California, this I~ ~day 
of __ ...... C'x ___ . «a::::::~ ____ ~ 

{) 


