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QBINION

The City of Santa Fé Springs, a recently incorporated
General Law City: loéated "ﬁest of Whittier and southeast of Moztebello
in Los Angeles County, im an application £iled on January 6, 1959,
seclks authority to comstrucet Pioneer Boulevard #t grade across tracks
£ e Pecific Electric Railway Company aad Southern Pacific Company,
whien "z:ac'.:s are located im said city. A public hearing was held on
this mattcr in Lo fmgclcs on Anr:.l 21, 19560, *efore- ,.,xam.ncr James

T . Mastoris at which u.n.me evidence was pres ented and ..he mat..er SUD-

mitted.

Paycical Description of the Crossing Area

The proposed crossing is located in the northweste=n
quadrant of sald City of Santa Fe Springs in an ares zo'ne& foxr lignt
and heavy manufacturing as well as for residentizl purposes. "’ionce"
 poulevard runs north and south and ic a major h:.ghway on Los Angclc..

\.oumy'* Master Plan of Roads. It extends from the vlw of Long




CA. 40725 ds [

Beach in the south to Slauson Boulevard om the noxth amnd except fdr

2 small segment in the City of Santa Fe Springs and tae gap at the
crossing in question runs continuously between these points. It is
contcﬁplated that this highway’when completed’will reach to Whittier
Boulevard on the north. Paéific Electric-Soutkern Pacific tracks are
situated in am east-west direction at the proposed crossimg with
trains moving to the west over Pacific Electric's tracks to Los
dngeles, to the northwest cver Southexrn Racific By~Pass line to
Puente, te the scu:héast over Southern Pacific's tracks through

Los Nietos classification and switching yards and to the east over
Pacific Electric line to Whittier ond La Habra. The single track at
the site in issue is jointly operated wizh the aforementioned lines

renching off epproximately Lifty feet f£rom the reSpectivé‘sides of
the ptoposed crossing. San Gabriel River, Tunning 3éﬁerélly’£n a
no#th—southwcstcrly dizection, is located 600 Zfeet wéét of Pioneér
Boulevard at thais point. Under present budget proposals the State of
Celiforaia nlans to comstruct a freeway alomngside thié‘d:y-:iver bed
connecting, emong other points, the San Be:nardino and Santa 4na |
Zzeeways. Acgeéc rbadstofvsaid fréeway are expected to lead into and
out from the Santa Fe Springs azea.

Approximazciy 1000 feet moxth of the proposed crossing
Plonzer Zoulevard ¢xosces the main line tracks of The Atchison,
| Tépeka ad Santa Fe Railway at grade. Said tracks which p#:allcl the
aforementioned Pacifile Electric cast-west line crocs thie afore-
mentioned Southern Pacific By-Pass line beneath the grade separation
Located at Slauson Boulevazd. Approximately 2000 feet east of the
roposed erossing and runming marallel to said ?ioncer‘Bouievard lies

e Costa Avenue. Said street c¢crossec both the tracks of Pacific
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Electric and Samta Fe at grade. Norwalk and Passons Boulevaxds,
north-south highways situated approximately 4000 Zeet east and 50C0
feet west, respectively, of the site in issue, botk cross Pacific
Electric ond Santa Fe's tracks at grade.

svidence by the Applicant

Evidence presented by the ¢ity indicated that the proposed

crossing was needed in oxder to:

(1) Accommodate the present traffic comnecting the
Santa Ana Treeway and the business district of Santa Fe
Springs on the south with the aforecmentioned Slauson Avenue,
a major east-west thoroughfare, or the north,

(2) Enable the fire and police departments of said
cily, located south of the tracks in question to provide
service in the northern half of the ¢ity in the shortest
elapsed time by the most e:cpeditious route. It iz alleged
the new crossing will reduce the present difficulties
incident to emergency Zire and police departwent passage
over heavily congested Norwalk Boulevard.

(3) Alleviate street maintenance probiemé, attributed
to the present lack of 2 crossing in this area.

(&) Relieve tbe hazards created by elementary and.
high school childxen crdss ing the aforementioned tr#c‘.:s on
Zoot as is dome at precent. |

(5) Meet amd satisfy the anticipated and immediate

~ future demands from the traveling public for access to
this rapidly developing imdustrial grea. Tais clity ~-
nine square miles in area, seven and ome-half of which are

zoned Zor manufacturing purposes -- has grown in population
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£xom 450 in 1940 to 15,533 at present. With the indus-

trial area only 20 pexcent developed the applicant |

claims that an estimated 100,000 people will be employed

in the city within the next ten years. It is alleged this
perticular section is the only light and heavy industrial
zca close to the City of Los Angele° capable of exoansion
within the near future.,

Position of'the Railroads

Tais application was opposed by the railroads for the

following reasons: |

(1) That the topography, physical condzt ions mmd
expecte& future development of the highway involved might
justify, rather than a crossing at gzade, a separation of
grades at the prbposed site. It was claimed the city could
obtain supplementary funds, if necessaxy, to support'cuch a
project. Lrom the county of Los Angeles or the lezislative-
spoﬁso:ed ¢rossing protection fumd. The protestaﬁts
axgue toercfore that the applicant has failed to exploxe
ox provide for remedies other than a crossing at grade.

(2) That the aforementioned San Gabriel fxeeway wxll
accommodate the anticipated traffic and meet all necessary
demands into and out from this regzion assuming the community
develops as claimed by the applicant.

(3) That because of thce close proximity to the afoxe~
mcntioﬁed switching.yards,‘the location of the traciks In
issue, the heavy amount of traffic thercovex, the élow

movement of trains traveling through the area and thae

frequency of unusually long trains passing over this site,
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the proposed c¢rossing will be faced with considerable
blocking during a substantial portion of the day.
Evidence was received that during a répresentative day
in Apxil 1960, this crossing was closed to vehicular
traffic for appromtely two hours, Including perzoo.s
duzring expected peak traffic hours, and for a duration
vary:mg from one to thirteen minutes. Such ,blockage
undex these cireumstances will xesult, it is declared,
in many complaints by the traveling public and will
cxeate traffic problems that the applicant has not
considered in its plans to enlarge Pi.oneer Roulevaxd to
Master Plan width.

(4) 7That crossings at grade axe disfavored as a
matter of Commission policy and the number thereof should
be reduced in the interests of public safety.

Findings and Conclusions |
Upon full comsideration of the record the Comm.ssn.on is

of the opinion that the present and future growth and development

£ the northemn half of the City of Santa Fe Springs is dependent,
- to | a large extent, upon the opening of the proposed crossings.
A grade sepaxation is riot‘ practicavle at this time and tﬁe ney
freeway cannot be expected to satisfy local traf.f.u: -equifen}ento
when the anticipated poPulat:z.on influx and mdust-u.al eaq:anwn.on
becomes evident. 7The cu.sad.\(antages of prolonged blocking of this
site clalmed by the protestants ave, upon analysis, ovéreStimated.
Furthermore, the bemefits to the traveling public outweigh the
oceasional inconvenience that might be enccmi:ered. Accordingly,

the Commission £inds and conclude... that public convenience and

necessity and safety require tb.at the appl:.cat:.on be g;x:anted
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subject, however, to the condition that the two aforementioned
De Costa Avenue crossings (at The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
;Raxlway Company's mainline tracks, Crossing No. 2-152.7, and at
Pacific Zlectric Rallway tracks at Los Nietos Avenue, Crossing
No. 6C~14.16) shall be legally abandomed and physicaily closed by
said City of Santa Fe Springs. With the opening of the Pioncer
Boulevard site these De Costa A&enue crossings serve a slight
utilitaxian purpose. Zecause of their design, profile and curva-
ture they present & potenolal safety hazard. These two cxoss$ings
must be closed as above dixected prior to or upon completion of
the opening of the ?ionoer Boulevard crossing but in no event
later than one year after the effective date of this decision
unless time bé extended. If at some time in the future changed
condxtxons warrant crossxngs at these tracks, applicatzon may be

made and the Commission will v1ew the question in the lxght of
=he then prev lxng citua:ion.

yApportionmcnt of Costs |
| The - proper allocation of the comstruction cost and expense
of the Pioneex Boulevaxrd exossing proposed in this application is

that the City of Santa Fe Springs pay cighty~five percent of the

actual cost thereof and that Pac;fic Electric Railway Company pay b’//

fiftcen pexcent of such costs, The costslof closing che[two'afore- ”’/’
mentioned De Costa Avemue crossings shall be bo:no entirely by said

City of Santa Fe Springs. The oontinning-benefits to be received by

the prote»tant rallrozd by the c;os:ng of De COSoa Avenue 8t Los b”/,/
Nxetos-Avenue are equiva-ent 0" the city’s burden 1n bcarzng :he

entire closvre expeﬁses oz bo n De Costa Avenue crossmngs as well

as the posszble acquisition cost of an easement from PLonecxr

Boulevard to said De Costa Avenue.

b=
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Mzintenance cost at Pioneer Boulevard outside of limes
two feet outside of ralls shall be borne by the applicant, and
oetween such lines by Pacxfzc Electric Railway Company and Southern
Paczfic Company. '

& public hearing having becn held, the mstter being under
submission and the Commission being fully advised,
IT IS ORDERED that:

(1) Tae C£ty:of Santa Fe Springs is authorized to
construct Pioncer Boulevard at grade across the tracks of Pacific
Electric Railway Company and Southern Pacific Company in the City
of Santa Fe Springs, Los Angeles County, at the location described
in the application, to be identified as Crossing,Né; 6C~13.71.
The width of this crossing sﬂall be not less than 64 feet and
grades of approach not greatér'tban three percent. Construction
shalil be equal or superior to Standaxd No. 2 of Gemeral Order No.
72. Protection chall be by two Stamdard No. & flashing light
~ signals (Genmeral Order No. 75-B), gupolemented'w1th automatic
cro cing gates.

(2) Comstruction expense of the crossing, including
the installation of automatic crossing signals, shall be borne
o the extent of eighty-five pexcent of the actual costs thereof
oy the City of Santa Fe Springs and fifteen percent by the
- Pacific Elcctr;c Railway vomoany. V//

(3> Makntengnce costs at Plomeex Boulevard outside of‘iines
o feet outside of rails °ha11“be borzne by the City of Santa Fe'
vSnrlngs, and between such lines by Paclfic Electric Railway Company

aad Southern °ac1£1c Company.
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(4) Prior to or upon the completion of Crossing No. 6C-13.71,
De Costa Avenuc at The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company’s
mainline tracks (Crossing No. 2~152.7) and.De-Costa Airenue at
Los Nietos Avenue (Crossing No. 6C-14.16) sball be legally abandened,
phys:.cally closed and pavement removed on the portions o:E these
crossings within th.c railroad r:.ght—of-way limits by the applicant.
Costs for this closure and removal shall be borme by said applicant.
| (5) WwWithin thixty days after completion pursuant to‘ this
oxder, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. This
authorization shall become void if not exercised within one year
after the effective date of this decision unless time be -e:étended“
ox if above conditions are not compln.ed with. Author:.zatmn may
'be revo’cec or modified if public convenience, necessity ox safety

so require.

-The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days
- aftexr the date herecof.

| Datea at ___  Sen Francioow » California, this
3?# day of /T/{/)}np | '

rorots C. XcXcage '

nh320serily absent, aid not p:.rtl_c-pa‘:e
15 tho Qigposivion of this proccedizg.
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