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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION COF THE STATE OF CALI?ORNIA

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for

authority to discontinue agency

at Fair Qsks, County of Sacremento, Application No. 42116
State of Califormia, and to main~ ‘
tain said station as a Class "A"

non=-agency station.

In the Matter of the Application of §

Randolph Karr and Harold S. Lentz,
for applicont.

Harold . Macquarrie, Lfoxr Fair QOaks Chamber
of Commexce; William C. Simonds, for
Olive Growers Association; protestants.

By this application, filed April 6, 1960, Southern Pacific
Company secks authority to discontinue the agemey at Fair Osks, and
to maintain said station as 2 nonagency station.

Public hearing was held before Zxaminer Carter R. Bilshop
at Sacramento on May 24, 1960. Six witnesses wexre presented in
support of the applicacibﬁ, of whom five were Southern Pacific
coployees. The sixth was & representative of Pacific Motor Truciking
Company, a wholly cwned subsidisry of applicant. |

Fair Oaks is located on the branch of that name, a two-
mile line off the Placerville Branch on applicant's Sacramento
Mvision. The agency stations mearest to Fair Osks are Folsom, £ive
riles to the east,and Sacramento, 18 miles to the west.

Yo passenger trains operate from or to Fair Ozks. The
commmmity is sexved by a daily local f£reight for carload traffic.

All less-than-carload fxeight shipments on rail billing are
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| transported from and to Fair Oaks on trucks of Pacific Motoxr
Trucking Company. | ‘

Applicant’s station at Fair Oaks, the record shows, is
staffed by a single employee. His duties have been greatly curtailed
in recent years by reason of various operational changes. While Faixr
Oaks is a train order station, it has not been found nccessary to

issue any train orders at that station for a considerable period.

According to the record, the closing of the agency would in no way

affect the operatzon of trains. ‘

The inauguration by applicant of a2 system of centrallzed
accounting has resulted in the transfer of a substantial portion of
clerical duties from the agent at Fair 0aks to the local fxcight
office at Sacramento. Besides the routine accounting details this
transfer Iincludes such things as revision of freight charges, pre~
paration and.mailing,of{freight bills and the keeéing of demurrage
records. The record indicates that the remaining dutfes which, under
the proposal herein, would be transferred to the Sacramento office
can be absorbed without the necessity of hiring additional‘employees
at the latter officeil/

Undex the plan to close the Fair Osks agency, car ordérs
would be placed by the shippers directly with the Sacramento agent.
This would be dome without the payment of telepbone toil charges,
s;nce Fair Oaks is exbraced by the Sacramento exchavge. Other

anuiries also, including requests for frexght rate info*mation

1/ Until recently applicant’s agent at Fair Oaks 3lso acted as 2
joint commission agent of Railway Express Agency, Inc. The latter
company, however, his secured the sexvices 0f a local merchant
who has teken over the function of express agent formerly hand;ed
by tne rell cmployee.
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would be placed directly with applicant's Szacramento p&somel.
Bi1ls of lading covering carload shipments, which are now signed by
the local agent, would be placed by the shippers in a box to be
installed at the Fair Osks station, thexre to be picked up and sgsigned
by the local freight conductor. R

As previously stated, all of applicant's less~than~-carload
vshipments originating or terminating at Fair Oaks are transported
between that commmmity and Sacramento in trucks of Pacific Motox
Trucking Company. Practically all of these shipments are dixectly
picked up or delivered at the shipper's or consignee'’s premises.
With these shipments the agent at Fair Oaks has nothing to do. The
only less~than-carload shipments passing through the rail depot are
those shipped by, or consigned to persons located outside the Falr
Oaks pickup and delivery limits. If the Fair Oaks agency is ‘closcd,
shipments of this character will be picked up or delivered by the
coﬁsi.gnee or shipper at Sacramento. The record discloses, 'however,
that the volume of this depot less-than~carload tzaffic is negli-
gﬁ'.ble. Under the proposal herein there would be no change in the
less~than-carload sexrvice to patroms located within the Faixr Oaks
pidlé;.zp and delivery limits.’

Ceftain nonagency stations on the Plgcerville Branch are
undex the jurisdiction of the Faixr Oaks agent. However, most of
the clerical work with respect to these stations is now dome by the
Sacramento agency. Under the proposal herein such tasks as are
cuxrently performed by the Falr Ogks agent in commection with
traffic essociated with said nonagency statlions, the record shows,

would be absorbed by the Sacramento agency end the local freight

2/ These statioms are Mayhew, Manlove, Mills, Citrus, Perkins and

-3
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train crew.
| According to exhibits of record, during the 12-month
periods ending December 31, 1958 and December 31, 1959, 1111 and
853 cexload shipments, respectively, ofiginated and terminated at
Fair Oaks. Gross revemue accruing to applicant from these shipments
amounted to $130,605 and $132,902, respectively. The corresponding
figures for the above-mentioned non-agency stations totaled 111 and
142 cars, respectively, and revenue of $30,392 and $39,260,
respectively. Applicant estimates that the sought agencj elimination
would result in a net saving to the company of approximately $6,000
per year; | |
The protests of the Fair Oaks Chamber of Commerce and of
the Olive Growers Association xelated principslly to the asserxted
- desirability of meintaining the agency in a growing commmity and |
to the fear that the sexvice to be rendered by thé applicant after
the closing of the agency would lack the personal character of that
now rendered by the local agent. Certain minor disadvantages to
shippers attendant upon the proposed closing of the agency were
bréught to light. However; these'weke not shown to be of such
nagnitude as té require the maintenance of an agent at Fair Oaks.
The reco:a 1s persuasive that,after the agemey is ciosed the quality
of sexrvice to be readered by appliéant in that community will not
differ materially from that now accoxrded.
Upoﬁ consideration of all the facts and circumstances of
recoxrd, the Commiséion finds that public convenience and necessity
do not require that Southern Pacific Company contimue its ageney at

Fair Oaks. The carrier proposes to maintain said'agency as a

Class 4 nonagency station. The follewing order will so provide.
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Based upon the evidence of record and the findings and
conclusions set forth in the preceding opinion,
IT IS ORDERED that:

(1) Southexrn Paclfic Company is suthorized to discontinue its
agency at Fair Oaks, Sacramento County, subject to the following

conditions:

8., Southexrn Pacific Company shall maintain sald
station in a Class A nonagency status.

b. Within ninety days after the effective date
hereof and not less then ten days prior to
the discontinuance of the agency at Faixr Oaks,
applicant shall post a notice of such dis~
continuance at the station, and, within ninety
days after the effective date hereof and on not
less then ten days' notice to the Commission and
to the public, applicant shall £ile in duplicate
amendments to its tariffs showing the changes
authorized herein snd shall make reference in
such notice 2nd tariffs to this decision as
authority for the changes. In no event shall
the agent be removed pursuant to the suthority
hereinabove granted earlier than the effective
date of the tariff £ilings required hereunder.

Within thirty days after discontinuance of
service as herein authorized, applicamt shall
notify this Commission in writing thereof and
of compliance with the agbove conditions.

“&.  The effective date of this order shall be cwém:y days
after the date hereof. |

Dated at San Francisco , California, this 42 /_Z
day of QJ‘:Zf .

77

Commiasioner . Dolng
nocessarily absent, ¢id not participato
1n the disposition of thic procoeding.

Comml. SSLOners




