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60421 D.ecision 1'10. '----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIUTIES COMMISSION OF THE STAlE OF CAUFORNIA 

Itl the matter of the a.pplication of ) 
Berryes8a Water Company:." a corporation:. ) 
for, (1) a Certificate of :PUblie ) 
Conveoienceandnecessity to construct) 
and operate a public utility wat:er » Applica.tion No. 42203 
syst:em, within an l.XX'J1ncorporated area. 
located at take Berxyessa.> Napa. CoUIlty> ) 
(2) to establish ra.tes for the s.erviee ) 
rendered> a:cd (3) for authority to' ) 
issue· stock. ) 

) 

OPINION - .... ---- ..... ~ 

By the above-erJ'tit1ed application filed April 28':. 1960:. 

Berryessa Water Company, a California corporation, reques.ts a cer

tificate of public convenietlce atld Deeessi ty to construct :md operate 

a public utili~ water syst~ in aD uni~corporated area Dear Lake 

Berrye.ssa, l'lapa CoUDty, and to exercise the rights a:od privileges 

granted by a eou:aty frallchise. Applic4rlt also reques:s authority 

to issue stock, to issue a Dote, alld to establish rates for wa.ter 

service. A map of the area for which a certificate is requested is 

attached to t:b.e applicatioD as Exhib:i. t "Cn • A field itrvestiga.tio%l in 

eODIleetion 'With 'this applieatiorJ was made on 'Ma:y 25, 1960, by astaf£ 

engineer of the COmmission. 

l~o, protests' regard:LDg this applicaeiol) have beetl received 

by the COmmission. 

Service A:rea., 

" 

the area for which a certificate is requested includes 

approximately 648 acres located adjacent to the west shore of Lake 

Berryessa about 26 miles DOrtheast of the City of Na.p~. 'nle land 

company is presently developiDS Ben:yessa Park 1-10. 1, a subdivision 
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co~taiDing 99 lots 'vaxy1~g !~4rea from, 7,000 to 29~OOO square feet, 

comprising aD area. of about 32~ acres lyiDg ~ thiD the area for wh.1ch 

a cereifica.te is requested. Aceording to' appl1cazlt, Certa:f.D recre

Ational facilities being COllstruetcd £I.e the' lake indicate thi,s area 

wi 11 rapidly develop itJto 4 resort eommUX)i ty ~ ~d t:hc land eOTJrfJlJZlY 

anticipates further subdiv.:i.sioX) witb.i:o the area for wh1cll a c:crt:1f:1cate 

is req,uested. The water system in Berxyessa Park No.' 1 bas beeD 

installed aDd is in operative eonditioD at the present time. 

Description of Water Sxsten 

!he water syste='as constructed cODsises of 2~116 feet of 

8-inch,' aDd 7,630 feet, of 6- and 4-iDeh di.ameter~ Class lSO asbestos 

cement pipe, laid in ~emeDts aclja.c:.ent to paved portiol)s of the 

streets. The distr1butio~'syst~ as cODs~ted is completely c1reu

la.t1Dg. Water service is to be furllished to each lotthrou,gh a' l-iDch 

dimneter copper se~cecon1)eetion. 

hydr.a.tlts located wi thin the tract. 
, ' 

There are nine standard' type fire 

The water for this system is to be obtaiDed from ~ wells 

each 8 inches in diameter and drilled to a depth of approximately 70 

feet. Produetio1l tests o:c these wellS show that each will produce at 

le.ast 50 gallons per miDu:e.. Other wells can be developed as acldi- . 

1:io:oa1 water is required. '!here.are also pre3~tly eoxmected itlto the 

wa~er sys~em, through a sys~e:n of 2-:[nch diameter galvatlized pipes, 
" 

five springs £rem which there is mi:o~ flow of ~p~rox1mately', 5 ga1-

lotls per minute during the lAte sum:o.e: months,. and :;!s much as 50 gz.l-. 

lons :per m:.i.tll.11:C during other pcri~s of the y~ar. 'J:hese'sources all' 

discharge in1:O a lOO,OOO-gallon concrete taDk wbich islocatec' at' a 

eO'I'lsiderC1blc olcvat::Lon above the highest point: il.'l Bcrryessa Park 1::0. l .. 

The water is tre.ated a~ the tank site by aeration CLC chlorination. 

Water pressure is reduced by.a pressure reduc1:cg valve at the traet ---. . . 

to 40' pounds per square i:cch. 
:. 
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ApplieaDt's estimate of the cost of the facilities ~eces-

sar..1 1:0 servo the tr.'lCt DOW UXlder developmcl'lt is as follows: 

Ac. 
No. - Description 

301 Intangible Plane 
306. La!lded Co.pi tal .,.-. 
312. Source of Supply 
315·. Wells. . . 
324 PumpiDg Equipmexlt 
331 Water'Ireatment Equipmetlt 
342 Reservoirs and T3nks 
343:. Transmission. aDd Distribution Mains 
345 Services . 
34S.HydraDts 

'rotal 

Amount 

$ 1;1200.00 
6,JljO~00.· ~ 
2,239:,95 
2,932'.62/ 

285.;98···. 
895.21 

13,,392'~50' 
46,372.14. 

2',771.37 . 
4,038~8l 

$80, 4:m.SS , . . 

It is atlticip.:l.ted· ths.t additioDal costs for pum:pitlg equipme:ct will 

be incurrec. i:o the future; h~gever, no estimate is avail.ableee. the 

pres eDt ttme as to these additional costs. 

Rates 

Applicant proposes to furnish water service pri~ly OD 

a flat rate basis, but has also asked that meter rates be established. 

'!'he rates as requested ill the D.ppliC4'tion, 3rIleDded by written request 

of app1icaDt's representative to revise the requested rate fori a 3/4-

inch meter, are as follows: 

METERED SERVICE 

Qtumtity Rates: 
I 

First 2',000 cu. ft. or less ........ Minimum Almual Ch.::rge 
OVer 2,000 cu. ft., per 

100 cu.ft. .,........................... $- 0.25· 

AxlrJua1 M:LDimum Charge: 

For 5/8 x 3/4-ir.clJ. mete: 
For 3/4-ineh me~er 
For l-iDch meter 
For 1-l/2-incn meter 
For 2-i~cb :e~er 

FIAT RATE SERVICE 

.............. .......•..... 

............... 
••••••••••••• 
••••••••••••• 

Per Meter 
Per Year 

$ 90.00 
105.00 
140.00 
235.00 
390.00 

At the optiotl of the utility the cODsumer .. m.a.y ~. 
giVell a flat rate service for the .axm~ mnimurD. 
charge correspondiDg to the :;:i.ze of service to the 
customer. · 
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VJhen· compared wi~ the ::ates authorized by the Commission 

forotber recc~tly ccrti£icatedwntcr utilities of like Dature~ the 

minimum meter charges requested and also the q1:Oll)tity blocks appear 

to be UDusually high. The. order which follows will authorize· a 

rcv:l.sed schedule 0: r.:ltcs which are getle.rally comparable with those 

in effect for other water utilities of this Character operating ~der 

cimilar eotlditiotls. 

Alt:ho'.:g..;' . fire hydraIlts are bcing installed> DO fire pro~e<:

tiOD orglUlizat1on has been fom,ed ill t:hc area wh:£.cb. itlcludes the sub

d~visiotl.Ratcs f~r fire hydraot service have DOt. been requested ~ 

applicant. However~ in orete::- t:b.at they may be appliC4ble at such time 

as 3. fire district may beorgcized, ."l schedule of firehydr-=t rates 

wi 11 be authorized .. 

~i'.OJlX)ei1)g of System 

'to fitl~ce the cost of the water syseem., 4ppl1C:mt reqUoeS1;S 

9crmiszioD to issue 240 shares of its C~D stock at $100 per share 

r>ar -value for $24,000, aDd an am'Jually re1lewable note with. . .:ll mmual 

interest rate :cot to exceed 6.5 pereent ill the priXleipal amount of 

$27,847.4(.;1:/ for a total of $51,847.44. AdditioXlally, d:tserlbut1oD 

maillS, serJice cOXl:aeetiOtls 4Dd fire hydr6.X)ts hav:l.tlg the toto.l eOO1; 

of $30,543.44 arc to be contribatcd to applieant by the l.arld company .. 

ApplicaDt has been graDt:ed a fifty-year fraxlch:i.se by th-e 

County 0:; Nap~ (O::cI:i.Da!)CC ~o. 209, a.dopted April 12, 1960) :0 con:.t::uct 

axlQ operate a. w3.~er system. !hi::;. fr3:lcbise, grs.nted i:l accordl.u::ee 

t>.'ith the Brof.:ght:oll Act of 190$, provi(~s fci': the amlua.l ~~.n~ to 

Napa. CO\%XIty of tt?0 percent of ~"l~ g:ozs :-eccipts :::0:1. the W:lter 
.. , 

service 'eo be fTJr:l:L.shed. A copy of thef=.!lT.lchise is at~cl t:ot:?e 

applica~ol') as Exhibit rtG". 
_1/ Revised from $2S·,885~.14 .by lctter:recei,,~ed June 17).1960 from.· 

applicaot's president tocorr~t erro: :LX) ad.ditioD· OD Exhibit "Bit 
at~ched to t."'e application. 
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FindiDgs a.nd CoXlclusions' 

!he Commission has giVeD co~sidera~ion to this matter aDd 

~s of the opinion tha.t Jl public hea.r:i.ilg is not :necessary. Applicant's 

distribution facilities as constructed aDd as proposed ~ppear to be 

adequate for development of this tract a%ld to meet the =equ:Lremet2ts 

of this Comm1ssioD r s GeIler.:.l Order No. 103. Applicl:%1t, howev:er, bas 

Dot made suf£ieie:lt showiDg to indicate that public eo:cv~ietlc~ and 

'l'eccss;~ ty require the cot)StructiOXl of a pt1!>lie utili t::y water' system 
- " 

in areas outsioe. of Bcrryessa Park No. 1 :z.t this t:t:ne; there:ore, 

tha'ee=tific~tc gr~tcd herein will iDcludc only Bcrrycssa Park No.1. 

Applicant, however,. wi 11 Dot be. restricte.d from ext~ding scrv1ce 

t:."l<.!refrom into cO'Dtiguousarcas in tile ordinaxy course of busitle5S 

as contemplated ~'SectioD 10010£ ehe Public Utilities Code. 

It ~ppears that 2.pplie=t Ms the requisite f:tDo'lXIcial 

ability ~o ca:ry out ~~e proposed construction and operation of th~ 

water system duri.ng the developmex)'tal period of the. area wheD little 

or ::0' rcbJrD 'Will be realized frcm the proposed utility, opera::!o:l. 

!he Coc=ds5ioD fiDOs and concludes that public convenience and ~eces

sity require that A certificate be granted for (1) the cOOStruct10D 

aDd operati.otl of the water system. ill Benyessa Park No.1, aDd (2) 

the exc:'cise of the rights aDd privileges gr.allted under Ord,1llarJce 

~io. 209 of the County of Napa 1:0 Ber:::yessa Park NOc. 1. 'Xhe Commission 

f"rther fiXlds exld concludes that the rates see forth !n the appendix 

a.ttached to this order are fa.i: a:d rc.asollable for theserv1ec to be 

The COx!:m1ssion is of the opi%l:£on .aDd fillCS that 'the moDey J> 

proper:y Or l2bor eo be pro cered or paid for by the 1s$~cC of,the 
~j 

sec~i ::ics hcrci71 author,Z,zed :i.$ rcaso:cably required for the purposes 

specified herein aDd such purposes are not in whole or in part reason

ably chargesble to the operat:£.:og expe%)ses or to- income. 'Xb.e: .c.uehoriza

tiol:) h~~i'Qg:ral)tcd shall not 'be construed to be a. fiDciing of the 
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va.lue of applicant's stock or propertiestJor indicative of amoUDt:s- to 

be includec1 io a future rate base for the purpose of dctexm1n1'Og just 

and reasonable rate$~ 

l'be order herein will authorize 3.ppli~t to issue the pro

posed Dote, aDd 240 shares of its common stock at its par value of 

$100 per share th~ proceeQs to be used for financing_ the acqu1$1eio~ 

of the w~ter syse~ hereinbefore described. 
~ '!'he certificata;here1naft~r graDted .are subject 1:0 the 

following provision of law: 

!bat t:b.e Commission shall have no power to authorize 
the ca.pi t:ll1za.tion of the fr@chise iDvolved herein 
or ehc certificates of pUblic convenience and neces
sity or the r1g..;'t to OWD:. operaee, or eDjoy such 
fraDchise or certifieates of public convenietlce OlDd 
necessity in execs::; of the amC>UDt (exclusive of a:rry 
tax or a'Dt'lual charge) actually pa1d to the State, or 
a political subcivisiot'l thereof as the consider~o:o 
for the grant of. such fraxlc:hise, certif:i.cates of 
public cODveD:1eDce ~cl tlecessit:y or rights .. 

ORDER - ... -~-
IT IS HEREBY OSDERED that Berryessa Wa.ter CompatlY, a cor

,oration, is hereby granted a certificate of public cODveoience and 

nccessi~ to construct and operate a public utility water system for 

the distr1but~on and sale of water in Berryessa Park No. 1 eo~si~~ing ,,' 

of 99 l~:e$ as 8ho~ by tbl.) c'cl:;oi"Ji.ded pore!otl of Exhibit t'Btf aetsc:hed. 

to the applicae10n herein. 

IT IS FORTHER ORDERED that a certificate of public COrlVeD

iC!tice axld neccssi ty be. aDd 1 t 1s hereby gl:a.ntccI ,to Bcr.r:yessa Water 

COUl?:1n7 :0 cxe7:c1se the rights 8%)d privileges granted byt:be Cot:Oty 

of Nspa by Ordi~ance No. 209 ~co?ted Ap:1l 12: 1960 Within Ber:yCSC4 

Par!~ l'!o. 1 or arc::as thc:::-eafter to be ce::'Vc:d through ex~S10D:; ,of 

its existing system made in the ordin~ course of busi:oess as con

templated by Section 1001 of the Public Utilities Code. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that:-

1. Applicant is authorized to file after the. effective date 

of this order the r~tcs set forth in Appendix A attached to this 

order to be effective OD or before the date service is first fur

nished to the public \IDder the authority hc:oeiD graDteci, together 

wi th rules aDd a. tariff service area. map acceptable to this 

CotcmiSSiOD, i1) accordance with the requirements of GeDeral Order 

No. $6. Such rat:es, rules and tariff servi<:e area map- shall· become 

effective UPOD f:r.ve days' Dotiee to the Cotzmiss:loIlarJd' to the public 

.:.£ter filing .as herein provided. 

2. AppliCatlt shall t10tify .. ,this Commission i:o writiJlg of the 

date service is first furnished to the public UDder the rates and 

rules authorized herein, wi thiD tetl days thereafter. 

3. Appl1ca:lt shall file withi'O thirty days after the system 

is placed it) operatiolJ tmder 1:b.e rates and rules authorized herei1), 

fOTJ:r copies of a comprehensive map, drawn to an l.lJdiea.ted sca.le not 

s:nAller than 400 feet to the inch, de11neatilJg by appropriate markit:lgs 

the tracts of land andter.ritory served; the prit:lcipal wa.ter proouc

tion 7 storage ruld d1strlbutiot:l facilities; and the location of the 

ve.riol.lS system properties of applicant. 

4. Applicant shall determille accruals for depreciation by 

dividing the original cost of the utility pl..allt less estimated future 

net salvage less depreciatioD reserve by the estimated rcaMliniXlg life 

of the ple.nt.:. App-lica.nt sball :revi~w 'the <lceruals ~ of Janu:rr:y 1 

followl.tlg th~ date service 1$ firs·t furnished to the pU!:>lic unoe: 

tlle rates- ano rules a.uthorized herein and therec:.ftcr when major 

changes itl utility pl.o.nt con:poeitioD occur at iDtc-:cvals of Dot more 

ti-.:D five ;Jeus.. Results of theso reviews shall b~ ::;ubmitted· to tb.1s 

Commission .. 
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. 5. If the authorization herein grat)ted is exercised ~ 4pplicBllt 

shall dedicate to public uti l!ty purposes the lot or area. on which 

the wells, pumping facilities, and other rela.ted water supply facili

ties are locateda:cd arJy easements or pemits where wacer mains will 

be located, other than in public streees~ illcludi'Og the right of way 

for the transmissio:c line from the wells t.o the subcli vision~ aDd shall 

file,. Dot later than thirty days .a£te.r 'the systexn is f:trseplaced in 

operation UDder the rat.es aDd rules . authorized herein, ODe· copy of 

each a.ppropriate document sbowi:cg such dedieatioD, easem.etJt or perIni t. 

6. Berryessa Water Company ~ for the purposes hereiD set forth, 

may issue Dot to exceed $24,,000 aggregate par value of its capital 

stock at par aDd its Dote, iD the priXlcipal amount of 1:)ot t»e.xceed 

$27,847.44, which Dote shall be ill, or substal)tially:tn, the form. as 

proposed in its application. 

7. Ber:ryessa Water Company shall file with this Commissioo a 

report or repor1:S as required by GeDeral Order No. 24-A, which order 

in so far as applicable is hereby made a part of this order. 

8. In all other· respects this application be and :tt is hereby 

denied. 

1'b.e authorization herein granted will expire if 'OOt exer

cised within one yea:r of the effective dat:e of t:his or~r. 

!he authority herein gr.a.need to issue the DOte shall become 

effeetivewhcD Berryessa Water Compa1ly has paid fee prescribed by 

Section 1904(b) of the Public Utilities Code which fee is $28. In 
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all other respects the effective date of this decision- ahall be twerlty 
~ . . . -:, ' , 

days after the dace hereof. 

Dated at ___ ..;S;..;,an_F_l'_an_cl._· sCO_' _____ ~ CaliforD1a~ this ..J [,.,-;:C:. 

day of S\ueAJ1· ,-0 ~, 
~. 1960. 
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Schedulo No.1 

APPtICABIL!T"1 

Applicable to tJll metered vater ~arviee !trrrdshec1on an annual 
btJ.sis. 

tho unincorporated aroo. know Q.!I Borryo~3a Park No. l~ o.nd vie1n
ity, located adjtl.cent to thG'W'est shoro or take Bcrrycosa, a:pproximatoly 26 
mil03 north60.St or the City or Napa, Napa. County. ' 

~, 

Monthly Quant1tyRatco: 

Fir'ot l,ooO eu.'ft.. or lo~s ......................... •.•.••• 
Ovw l,Ooo, cu.!'t .. ? per 100 cu..ft • .......... ••• ' •....... 

Annual Minimum Charge: 

For 5/S x .3/4-1::lch meter ........................... 
For 3!4-inch meter ........................... 
For l-inehmeter .. _a ...................... . 
Fo:- l~inch' moter ........................... 
For 2-iDcb,mot~ .............••...........• 

The A::nWll'Mi:limum Charge v...ll entitle tho 
eu::;tomer to tho (l.'IJJl.n't1ty of' ¥Jato%" oe.eb. month 
'W'hieh one t'W'~l!'th o~ tb.~ amrtl3.l mi.n.1.mum. eb1l::'ge 
"'"ill purchllsc at tho Monthly Q'wlnti t:.r Rtl.t~. 

( Continued) 

PttIr Meter 
y(.ft' M01'lth 

~5.00 
.25 

PwMet~ 
'P~ YM!"' 

~' 60.;00, 
75 .. 00:' 

108.00 
192.oo: 
288.00, 
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SPFCIA.t CONDITIONS 

APPENDJX A 
Pago2 o~ 4 

Schedule No.1 

ANNUAL Cn..~t Mm'mm S~CE 
(Cont1:.Uecl) 

, '"t! 

1. 'Tho cu:m.ua.l m.in5Jnum eha!'ge applies to z,crvice durillg the 12-month 
period eommo:icing J a.n'I.JA..""Y 1 3D.d is duo in .o.dvn:c.ee. 

2. The cbarg~ tor w.ter used in C",,(CC$:5 of th~ quantity o.J.J.w~ eaeh 
month for the annUlll mnimum charge my be bil!ed monthly, . bimontbly or 
quarterly- at the option of the utility- on .0.. noneu::ulo.tive moll~ eon": 
sumptiollbasis. . 
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APrem:oc A 
Page :3 o~ 4 

Schedulo No. 2R 

Am~AL R'ESOO!iIA L FIAT &n SmvrCE 

APPLICABILrrr - -
Applieo.blc to ill ttmlual ::"'os~cent!ll.l wo.ter servico' f7.1X'llishcd 

on a flAt r~te b~~1s. 

The unineorporll.tod. aroo. known as Bor:7esM Park No.1, and 
vie5.nity, lOe.:ltee aejacont to the wcot shore of L3.ko Eerryeo:::s.,. a.pproxi
mately.26 miles northca.st ot the Ci~y of Napa, Na.pe. Cotonty. 

"lor. 8. =~lc fam.11y ro,!ecnec, ineludir.g 
pr~ses .......... ., •••••••••••••.••••••••• ,. .•• 

~IAL CON'D:M'roNS 

Per ~ee Coc:oootion 
Pert" Year 

$60.00 

1. Th~ abovCl rccidential !'lat re.te charge appli~ to serviee co:cnee-
1:.10n3 not larger thlm one inch in dia::1etcr .. 

2. All axmual residential sOX'V'1ec !lOt covered by tho 3.~e ela.:::si
f'ieatio::l ~ll i"e·!t:rnishcd only on a. metered 'basis. 

3.. Meter, me:y 0"" inst.:1lled at option of utility or eu:::tomcr £0:- above 
elo.os1:"icat1on in whiellevent .eerviee therM...~er 'Will b,e !'1Jrni3hod only on 
tho bo.sic of' Schedulo No .. 1,. ADrnl8l ~era.l.MotoredSe:vlce .. 

4. '!'he a.zmua.l 1:'lAt :-o:te chcl:ge is pa.~le in o.dvllllec on or bcf'oro 
Jo.n,'JArY 1 of 'XI.eh :rear~ , ' , , 



APPtICABTLITY 

APm'DIX A 
:?ago 4 of 4 

Schecl.ule No_ 5 

Applicable to all fire hydrllllt oervico ~:'Jhed. to municipal
it1e~~ duly org~~zed or 1nco~ratod r~re d1etr1ct= or other political 
5Ubcl:tvi:;:t.,n~ of· the St~.te .. 

Tho 'tmincorporllted. 'area knO"..tn s.~ BcryesM Park No._ 1, and 
vic::tn1ty,. loea.W adja.c:cnt to. tho ..... est shore or I.a.k()Bc:r.res~,. npp:"ox1-
mo.toly 26 mil.,:; :c.ortboc.st of tho City or Napa.,. .Napa ·Couc:ty •. 

.......•.. ~ ............ -. 

Sp"',cIA t CCNDrI'rONS -- -
1. ForW1!terdol1vered. for ot:.cr t~!l firo ?roteetio:c. purposoe,. 

ehnrgo", 'Will' 00 mode at the qU!ln:tity ra.tE:~ undc: Sehedclo No.1,. . 
ADnU'll GenC."C'Al. Metered. Sorviec. 

2. '1'".Ile eo::t. or 1J::r;ta.l.lation ane m.c.intentJ.:l.CO of ~:l::lt3 'Will 
bo borne by the utility. 

3. Reloea.tio:c. of tJ::tS byerll:l.t s~ 1:e at the e:r.z>QlSO of the 
party r~'Ueet:tne' re1oeo.t~on •. 

4. 1'h~ utilityW""...ll. Zt.."Po;ly onl,. mlch • .. 'S.t~ n.t zuc:h proc::ure ~ 
may be a.vailable from time to t!:ce :'l$ 'tbe rosW.t of ito :lot'Zl opera:t.1on 
of' the syztec., 


