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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIIIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTIA

In the Matter of the Investigation )

into the rates, rules, regulations and )

charges, allowances, and practices of )

all common carriers, highway carriers )

and city carriers, relating to the ) Case No. 5438
transportation of fresh or green fruits) (Petition for |
and’ vegetables and -related items ) lModification No. 23)
(commodities for which rates are pro~ ) |
vided in Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8). )

SURRIENENIAL ORJIUION AND OFDER

By this petition, filed June 2%, 1960,'Ca11fornia Irucking
Associations, Inc., seeks fhe establishment, in Minimum Rate Téri:f
No. 8, of a minimm rate of 32 cents per 100 pounds, minimum veight
40,000 pounds, on potatoes in bulk fron Guadalupe énd vicinity to:
Shafter. The petition also seeks authority for common carriers to
depart from the long-and-shbrt-haul-provisions'of Article XII, Sec~
tion 21 of the Constitution of the State of California and Section
%60 of <he PubliQ‘Utilities Code to the extent recessary to carry
out the proposed nodffication.

The petition states that subsequent To the establishment of
commodity rates on potatoes in Minimum Rate‘Tariff Nb.v8, a volvme
movement has developed between the Guadalupe area and the Shafter
area, which 1s subdbject to’theldistance comnodity éates-in the tariff.
The petition further states that‘this moveneat involves ianovations
of bulk handling and permits maximum utilization of packing facili-
ties at Shafter. o | |

The betition further states that the harvest,season will
require the establishment of a reasonable minimum rate befége
August 15, and suggestzs that the proposed':ate be subject to an
expiration date of July 1, 1961, in o:der to provide adropporfunity
ror-futurcsréview of the situétion following a barvestiseaébni
experieace. |
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Petitioner alleges that speclal rates should be established
for this traffic in order to provide Just, reasonable‘and nondisérimi-
natory rates, and that the proposed revisiorn will result in no increxn
but may resuwlt in some reductions. The petition asserts that the
proposed :ate’will‘be in the interest of both‘shippers'and‘carriers,
ard is a matter wbich the Commissiorn can consider from facts withiz
i%s official knowledge or readily‘ascertainable by its ;tarf;,

The Commission'$ étaff‘has made a study of thé feasiplility
and desirability of the proposedwrate. The staff study is heredby made
a part of the record in this proceeding and identified as Ekhibit
No. 1. |

' The staff exhibit shows that in recent years #hé raising of
potatoes in the Guadalupe area has gxown in voltuwe subsfantially. Thene'.
are two harvests in the Guadalupe area, one from about Angust lst and
lasting about four weeks, and another commencing about October lst
and lasting about a month. These two harvests are subsequent to the
harvests in the Shafter area, thereby extending usage of the Shafter
facilities permitting greater écénomy for growexs'conéerned.ﬁ.Mﬁch'of
the Guédalupe potato crop is used for seed in the San JoaqtiniVaileY-;
,Aiter~processing'and'sagking at Shafter much of the.ﬁotato~érop'is put
in cold storage at Shafter and other nearby points. | |

Iransportation from the Guadalupe‘area‘to-the Shafter area
is performed with use of flat-bed motor vehlcle equipment upon which
are mounted bulk bins with hinged sides to permit gravity unloading.
The bulk bins are rented by the carriers only as fhey are needed.
When not engaged in.haulingﬁpotatoes in dbulk the bins. are'reﬁoved‘and
the motor vehicle equipment is uued for other tynes of transportation.

| Recent highway inprovement programs between the grOWing
areas and Shafter have substantially reduced the running«time‘for
carriers. Grades and curves have been redu¢ed, the roadway widened,

and additional passing lanes provided whére heceSsary,, Onéaway loaded
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travol time Lis about four %o five pours, permitiing 2 drivér‘to-make a
csmplete round trip every day. A typical load, as evidenced by freight
bills and attendant scale tickets, is 46,000 pounds.

loading is performed mn.the;field where shipper persommel
place open sacks of potatoes on mechanical conveyors which elevate them
to the bulk bins on the moter vehicles. Shipper persomnel empty the
sacks of potatoes into the bulk bins. Unloading is by gravity into
pits, using equipment furnished by the consiénee to_prbvide-the neces~
sary vehicle tilt. Carrier experience shows that normaliloading time
is approximately oze hour. There generally are no delays at the
uhloading point. | | |

Because of the nature of the movement, directly from the
: field vo the packing facilities, there are no c¢laims for loss or
spollage.

Item No. 40-L of Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8 generally provides
for an exemption df commodities destined to "Packing Shed or Packing
>lant™ located within 50 miles of point of origin. In this instance
the dilstance varies froz about 150 to 170 constrﬁctive milés.

The staff exhidbit points out that im Item No. 335 of Minimum
Rate Tariff No. 8°rates are pudblished for tramsportation of potatoes in
sacks or crates, rinimm weight 40,000 pounds, from certain growing
areas to various delivery zomes. 3By the use of variocus iate compari-
sons and other data set forth in the exhibit, the staff rate expert has
shown that the proposed rate would produce the same or\higher'net
revenue after direct labor expense than would accrue on 4O OOO—pound
shipments transported equivalent or even greater distances under rates

Zn Item No. 335. : .

In the circumstances, it appears and the Commission £inds,
that the establishment of the proposed ninimum rate in‘Miniﬁum Rate
Tariff No. 8 1s measomable, subject to certain qualificatioms necessary
for elarity. A public hearing is mot necessary. :The petition;ﬁill be
granted.
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Therefore, good cause appearing,

IT IS CRIERED:

(1) That Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8 (Appendix "C" to
Decision No. 33977, as amended) is heredy further amended by incorpo-
- rating therein, to become effective August 22, 1960; Sixth Revised
Page 3L, thch revised page 15 attached hereto and by this reference
made a part hereof. , |

(2) That éariff publications authorized to be madé‘by |
comﬁon carriers as a result of the order herein may be filed not
earlier tham the effective date hereof, and may be made effgétive on
 not less than five days' notice to the Commission and to fhe public it
filed not iater than sixty days after the effective date of the
minimum rate tariff page incorporated in this brder. |

(3) That common carriers are hereby authorized to depart
{from the prdéisions of Section 460 of the Public TUtilities Code énd
Article XII, Section 21, ¢f the Comstitution of the State of
California, to the extent necessary tQ carry ouf the effect‘o£ the
order herein. , |

(h)  That 42 all other respécts said Tecision No. 33977, as
amended, shall remain in full force and effect. |

This order shall become effective twenty days after the
date hereof. | .

Dé.ted at_ San Francisco , california; this _%_L%ay
of July, 1960.
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Ttem| SECTION NO, 2 - POINT TO POINT COMMODITY RATSS
l Nos - (In Conts per 10C Pounds)

POTATOES (OTHER THAN SWEET POTATOES OR YAMS) AND
ONIONS, Minfimum Welight 40,000 Pomes (See Note L)

Potatoss or Orions in| Potatoes or Cnions:
100=pound Sacks or |in Sacks or Cartons,

20 Crates and l1lC-powmnd S0 Pownds or Less
Dallivery Zone - Crates '

o
(See Noto 2) PROM(See Noto 1) FROM(See Note 1)
Area A Area B Area A Area B

18
e

35 3 3T
13 | B0

(See Nétg 3)

il

NOTE 1: Producing Areas are descrlbed os followss
(2) Arez A4 Tncludes sll points within a xradius of
Live nlles of the town of Plxliey, 4in Tuleare
County, ond the points south therool on Ts Se
Highway Noe 99 te tho Xerm Covnty lirnos also
all polints In Xern County Llylng north of.
State Eighway No. 178, ’ '

i 4 Ares B includes alil of Xerm Cowaty lying south
; 33538 of producing Area A; and the aroa bounded -as

",. e;;c oo follows: from the Kerm County line southerly
".5.,5_’,{ slong Us Se Eighway Noo 99 to a point 2 mile
2SI=E couth of State Highway 138, easterly slong

an imeginory line 74 mile south of State
Highway 138 To Ue S. Eigawsy Noe 6, northerly
along Uo S. Highaway No. 6 to the Kern County
1lino, wostorly along the Xern County line to
point of begluning,

)

NOT= 27 Deolivery Zonos are as follows:
(a) Zome 2 includes all of Alameda County and
The San Francisco pickup and delivery zone
as described irn-Item No. 272, :

(P) Zome 2 1z the Sacromentso Terri.tor# as describveld
In Item Noo 282'0 ' ‘

(¢) Zome 3 15 the Los Angeles Territory as
describod In Item No. 281,

(d) Zome 4 15 the San Diego Territory as
descrided in Item Xo., 282.

NCTE 2: ISoe cpecial Loz Angelcé‘ Single Marke+t
Aroa describod in Iter Noo 250,

NOTE L= If the charges aceruing wader tho rates
named In thic ivem, applied on shipmonts
from, to or between points intormediate
botween origin and dostimation points via
Routes Nos. 8, 9, 10 and 11, shown Iin
Item No. 500, are lower than charges
acerulng under the distance commodity
raves In Items Nos., 3200 and 20L, on the
same shipment vla the same route such
lowor charges will applye




POTATOES, in bulk, loaded by the consignor and
wloaded by gravity, Minimm Welight 4O »000 pounds

From - To Rate

Guadalupe end all points | Shafter and goll points 32
and places within ten alr | and places within one
miles of The City of - | &l mile of the City
s Guadaluzgg_o : of Shafter, '

(1) Expires with July 1, 1952,

# AddLition ) .
& Reduotion) Declsion No, 60445 |

EFFECTIVE ATGUST 22, 1960.

Issued by the Public Utilities Cemmission of the Stato of Californis,
| ' Sen Franciaco, Californiag

| Correction No, 227




