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BEFO?.E TEE PUBL!C 'O'XILIT~S COMMISSION OF TEe SIATE OFCALJl"ORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, re~Jlat1ons and ) 
charges, allowances, and practices or ) 
all common carriers, highway carriers ) 
and city carriers, relating to- the " ) 
transportation'of trash or green fruits) 
and·vegeta'blesand.related items ) 
(eocmodit1es for which rates are pro- ) 
v1d'ed in Minimtllll. Rate Tari!! No.8}. ) 

Case No. 5438 
(Petition tor 
Hodi!ication No. 23) 

By this petition, filed June 24, 1960, Cali~orn1a Trueking 

Associations, Inc., seeks the establisnment, in ~nimum Rate Tar1!f 

No.8, or a min1m'llm rate or 32 cents per 100 PO'W'lclS, m1n.1mum ";e1ght 

40,000 pounds, on potatoes in bulk trom 'Guadalupe and vicio.1ty to' 

Shatter. The petition also seekz autho~ity tor co~on carriers to 

depart from the long-and-short-b.a:ul provisions ot Article XII, Sec­

tion 2l of the Constitution or the State of California a.od Section 

460 or the Public Utilities Code to the extent necessary to, carry 

out the proposed modification. 

The petition.~tates that subsequent to the estab11sh.:nent ot 

commodity rates on potatoes in Ydn1mum Rate Tariff No.8, a' volt:me 

movement has developed between the Guadalupe area and the Shafter 

area, which. is subj~ct to the distance concod1ty rates in the tar1£'t. 

The petition :t:'urther states that this ::oveme.at involves innovations 

of bulk handling and per.m1ts max1muc utilization of packing facili­

ties a.t Shatter • 

. Tbe petition further states that the harves,tseaso.c. will 
.... 

rect'uire the establishment or a reasonable min1mum rate before 

August 15, and suggests that the proposed rate be subJeet to an 

eXl'ir~tion date of JulY' 1, 1961, in order to- 1'l"ov1de a:l opport'Unity 

for t\i'curc review of the situation following a harvest· season 

experience. 
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Peti tioner alleges tb.a.t special rates should be es-tabl1shed 

for this traffic in order to provide just, reasonable and nond1ser1m1-

na tory rates, and that the proposed revision ",till resUlt in no inere~ 

'but may resuJ. t in some reductions. Th.~ peti t10n asserts that the 

proposed rate will be in the interest of 'both sbippel'S alldearr1ers, 

and is a matter wh1chthe Commission can consider f=om factsw1tbin 

1 ts official knowledge or readily ascerta.iXlable by 1 ts stat'!~· , 

The Comm1ssio:o. r s s·ta!f has Inade So study of the reasibility 

aDd desirability of the :proposed rate. 1'b,e stat! study is hereby made 

a part or tbe record in this proceeding and ident11~edas Exhibit 

No.1. 

Zoe starr eXb.1b1t shows that in recent years the raising ot 

pots. toes 1n the Guadalupe area has grown in vol't:llle substallt:taJ.ly. There 

are two harvests in the GuadalUpe area, one !rom about- August 1st a:o.d 

lasting about four weeks, and another commencing about October lst 

alld lasting about a month. 'nlese two ilarvests are subsequent to the 

harvests in the Shatter area, thereby extend1ng usage of the Shatter 

facilities permitting greater economy for growers . c,oncerned.:Much of 

the Guadalupe potato crop is used for seed- in the San Joaquin Va.lley.', 

Atter processing alld sacking at Shafter much 0'£ the- potato crop is :put 

in cold storage at Shafter aDd other nearby points. 

Tra:c.sporta t10n :f'rom the Gua.d.a~u:pe area to the Shatter area 

is performed with use or flat-bed motor vehicle equipment upon which 

are mounted bulk "0105 with hinged sides to permit gravity ~oad1ng. 

The bulk b1:os are rented by the carriers only as they are needed. 

Wb.€,:n not engaged. in hauling potatoes ill bulk the bins are removed and 
J 

, ., 

the motor vehicle equip~ent is used ror other types. of transportation. 

Recent highway improvement programs between the groW1:o.g 
. 

areas and S:na:f"ter have substalltially reduced. the rmmiDg time tor 

carriers. Grades aDd curves have been reduced., the roadwaY Widened, 

and add1 tional passing lanes proVided where Ilecessary. ClTJe-wa:y loaded 
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coo 5438 (Pet. _ - ~ 

trawlt1:ne 1sabout four to f'ive "hours, perm1tt1llg a driver to· lllake a 

complete round trip every day. A typical load, as evidenced. ~y freight 

'bills and attendant scale tickets, 1s 46',OOOpo'Ullds. 

loading is ~r:rol"med in the: :ield where shipper persoxmel 

place open saCks of' potatoes on meCh~n1cal conveyors which elevate them 

to the bulk bins on the motor vehicles.. Shipper persoxmel empty the 

sacks of potatoes into the' bulk biDs. unloading is by gravity into 

pits, using equipment :f"t.ttxlished by the eons1g:oee to :pro~de the llcees­

sa:r:y vehicle tilt. carrier experience shows that :c.ormal load1:le; time 

is approx1ma.tely O!le ho'Ul'". There generally are no delays at the 

unloading point .. 

Beeause of the :oature of the movemellt, directlY rrom the 

field to the packing faei11ties, there are no claims f'or, loss or 

spoilage. 

Item No. 4O-L of !Y!1n1l:!:rt.lrl P..a.te Tarif':t: No .. 8 ge:c.era.lly' provides 

tor an exemption of' commodities destined to nPaCking Shed or Packing 

Plant" located wi thin 5'0 miles of point of origin. In this instance 

the distance varies fro~ about 15'0 to 170 eoDStruet1ve miles. 

The staff" e:r..h1'b1t po1.'Ilts out that 1:0. Item No .. 335' o! YJ.n1mum 

Bate Tariff No. 8"rates are publ1shed for transportation or potatoes in 

~aeks .or crates, ld.n1'lXr\X::l weight 40,000 pO'llllds, !l'om certain groWing 

ar~as to various deli very zones _ BY' the use o~ various rate eompar1-

SODS and other data set rorth in the exbib1 t, the star! rate expert bas 

shown that the proposed rate wo'Uld proc.uce the same orh1gber net 

reve:oue after direct labor expense tbaII. would aCCl'Ue 0:0 4O,OOO-po'lXO.d 

sh1pments tra:c.sported eqUivale:ot or even greater distances under rates 

in !temNo. 335. 

In the c1rcumstances,1t appears aDd t:be COm:1ssion r1nds~ 

that the estab~1sbment o! the proposed ~mum rate 1n Mjnjmum Rate 

Tariff No.81$. reasoDable, subject to certain qua11f1cat10:cs :c.eeessa.."'7 

tor clan ty. A publ1c hea.."""1ng is. not necessary. : The petition "Will be 

granted. 
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c. 5438 (Pet. t), - rm 

Therefore, good cause ap~ar1.ng, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Tba. t Minimum P.a te Tar1tt No. 8 (AppendiX rrc It to 

Decision No. 33977, as a::nended) 1shereby- further amended by 1xleorpo­

rating t~ere1n, to become ef':f"eet1ve August 22, 1960, Sixth Eev1sed 

Page 34 , which revized page is attached hereto and by this rei"erenee 

made a part hereof'. 

(2) Tl:Lat tariff' :publications authorized to be :22ade by 

common carriers as a, result of the order herein may be' filed :lot 

earlier than theeffeetive date hereof, and may be made etre~t1ve on 

not less t~n five days't notice to the COxnmissio:c. and to the :public it 

filed not later than sixty days. atter the effective date of the 

m1~um rate tariff page incorporated 1n this order. 

(3) Tha t common carriers are hereby author~zed to depart 

from the provisioDS of Sect10n 460 of ~e Public Utilities Code and 

Article XII, Section 21, cf the Constitution ot the State of 

California, to the extent Deeessary to carry out the efl"eet o:f"'the 

order herein. 

(4) That in all other respects said DeciSion No. 33977, as 

amended, shall remain i:o tull torce and effect. 

This order shall become e!:f'ective twenty days after the 

date hereof'. 

Dated at· ~ !ra:lciscO , Cal1fornia, tb1s :.. .6~a.y 
of July, 1960. 
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SECTION NOo 2 - POINT TO POD'T COl'1MODI'l'Y ~ES 
(In Conts :per l<"O Pounds) 

POTATOES (OTEER ~ S'.JEE1' POTATOES OR ~) .AND 
ONIONS~ M1n1.m'tlm 'Weight 40,000 Pounds (See Note 4) 

i ! t 

Po~at~s or Oc1ons tn Potatoes or Onions 
lOO-po~d Sacks or in Sacks or Cartons 

TO Cra.t<03 ond. llC-potCd SO POtmd.z or Loess 
Deli ve=7 Zono Crates 

(See Noto 2) FROM(See Note 1) FROM(Sce Note .1) 
Area A A:J:oea. B Ares: A . Area. B 

1 
1 I 48 52 . So S4 
2 45 49 47 '. 51 
,(See Note 3) 35 33 37 35 , " ; 

\ 
48 45 50 47 J.+. 

+--_---'---__ -1--__ \ 

. I 
: :33$-B~ Caneel 
I 335-A 
) 

i 
I 
1 
i 
I 

.1 
'I 

) 

I 

I 
I 
i 

I 
:1 
,) 

i 
I 
I 

NOTE l~ P::-odue1=.g Areo.s are deoer1'bod ~s .follO'We~ 
(a.) Arer:.. A 1:J.clude:: 1!J.l po1nts vi tb.1.n a :r::vi1u:; ¢:t 

~1ve ~iles o! the town or ?1T~e7; .1n ~~~e 
C otxO. ty" and the po1n t:: :: ou tb. the:-o of" on \J' e S e 
l:Iigb.·..ro,:y No., 99 to tb.1) Kern CO"J!lty :!,;il:~; QJ..so 
all po~ts 1n Kern Co~ty ly~ ~o~th ot. 
State Highway No. 1781). ' '.' 

('b) Ares. B 1neludes 311 or Kern CO\:!l.~ lying sou-:b. 
of pr 0 due 1ng Area A; and the aroa. 'bO'C:ld6d ·ac 
follows: :Cx-om the Ker:l. CO'Cnty line soutb.~rly 
aJ.or:.g '0' C'I S. Rigb.way N 0(\ 99 to' a po1nt .z .mU~ 
::outb. 0"£ Sta.te :a:1.~way l38~ eo.et~:-ly aJ.ong 
an 1mag1n~'"Y 11D.e ~ milo south of State 
Higl:lws.y l38 to Uo So Highway No.6; northorly 
along U<I S. B:1g'Q.we.y No. 6 to tlle K~rn CO\mty 
11no, wos,torly along tho Kern· CO'Cl:lty l1ne to 
p~~t ot bcg~~g~ 

N~ 2: Delivery Zonos Are ao ~ollowo: 
(a) Zone:' 1ncludo$ allot Alameda Cotmty and 

tae So:o. na:lc1sco' pickup and delivory z¢:c.e 
as described ~~Item Noo 2720 

(b) Zone 2 1stbe Sacr=nent? Territory as dese:"i"oo~ 
1:l Item. No. 2820 

( e) 

(d) 

Zone 3 '13 tho ~s Angelez Terr1tQ~ a~ 
deser1bod 1n Itom No.., 281 .. 

I . 

Zone 4 1$ the San Diogo Territory as 
de3crlood. 1n Item No. 282.. . 

NOTE 3: See ::peettJ.J. Lo:: ;.llge~c3 Singlo Mo.rk~~ 
Aroa descr1'bod ~ Ite:Noo 2900 

NOTE 4: It the eh~ge$ e.ecru1.ng 'U:lder tho rQ.t~$ 
named ~ tais item~ applied on shipm~nts 
tr(J!fl.? to or bet"..reen po1nts 1n~o~d1.a.te 
between or~gtn ~d dosttaat1on ,o~ts v~ 
Route s 1ft 03. 8 ~ 9 ~ 10 ond II ~ shown 1n 
Item No. 50o~ zre lower than charges 
accru~ unde~ tee d1st~ce eo~oci~ 
rates 1n It~ No:_ 300 ~d 30l~ on the 
sGlIle sb,ipment via tile S3me rou~ such 
lower caarges will applyo 

I 
! 
I 



POTATOES~ in bulk~ loo.dod by tho constgaorc<! 
'tm'J.oo.ded. by g:r-av1 ty" M1nimum 1~e1gb.t 40,000 pouo.<is 

From 

(1) Gua.dalupe and ell po1nts 
1#~336 and p1aeeswitb1n ten 6,1r 

miles or the City or 
I 

Guad.aluP~o I 
I 

I 

I 
, 

I 
\ 

I I 
I 

! I 
I I I 
• I 

I 
(1) Expires wi tb J'Uly 1 ~ \ 

I 

: If Add.ition ) 
Decision Noo , o Reduction) 

I , 

, 

I Issued. by the Public Ut1lities 
I , 
i 
I 

! Correet1on No? 227 I . 

1'0 

Shatter and sll po1nts 
o.nd :places wi tb1n one 
air m~le of the City 
of Sha.t'ter.., 

1961. : 

60445 

EFF'~CTIVE AUGUST 22, 1960. 
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