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Decision No.

In the Matter of the Application of
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY and
RAIIWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC., for
authority to discontinue agency at
East Long Beach, City of Long Beach,
County of Los Angeles, State of
California, and to maintain said
station as a non-agency.

Application No. 41624
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E. D. Yeomans and James W. Ohrien, for
applicants.

C. D. HLleman, for Order of Railroad Telegraphers;
William 2. Clems, for Century Lumber Company;
and JEBn T proom, for self; protestants.

OPIN I ON

In this procceding applicants request authorzty to
‘discontinne agency stations at East Long Beach, Californmia.
A public hearing was held on March 9, 1960, at Long Beach,
before Examinér Mark V., Chicsa. Oral and documentaxy

eviderce having been adduced, the matter was submitted for decis~

ion.
Applicants contend that the business handled at the
East Long Beach station can be comveniently and adequately

transacted from and out of the adjacent Pacific Electric Railway
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Company station at Watson and the Long Beach Rallway Express
office Z'L'ocated at Carson Street and Cherty Avenue.

The cvidence of record shows, and we find, the facts
as hereinafter set forth. |

The agency statiom of Watson is situated onm the Los
Angeles-Wilmington Line of the Pacific Electric Railway Company,
3.9 miles southerly of Dominguez Junction. The‘Eaét Long
Beach agency statiom is situated on the East Long Beach branch
of said line 6.9 miles Sodthea.sterly of Dominguez Junction. . The
highway distance betwecen the East Long Beach and Watson statioms
is approximately 6 miles, and between said EaSt'Long Beach station
and Railwzy Express Agency's office at Caxson Street and Chexry
Avenue the highway distance is approkima:ely & piles. 'Applicant,
Pacific Electrie Railway Company, proposes to reclassify
said station as a non-agency station and handle the clerical
and related work in commection with freight txaffic‘originﬁxing
at or destined to East Long Beach from its agency at Watsonm.

Present track facilities or service will not otherwise
be changed. Telephone servicé will be awailable‘frcm the
Watson station, and rail billed 1ess-thanrcarload‘tr#ffic will
continue to be picked up and delivered by truck. The Watson
agent ox a cierk will call on carload customers daily or as may
be necessary to assist customers im the handling of their railroad

freight bﬁéiness.
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Railway Express Agemcy, Inc., has its main Long Beach
office at Carson Street amnd Cherry Awenue 4 miles from
the East Long Beach station and will continue to rendex all sex-

vices now available at the rafilway station from that location,

thereby saving the agent commissioms it mow pays to Pacific

Electric Railway Company.

A noticg of hearing was published and postéd as
required, and a letter setting forth applicants® proposal was
mailed to twenty-four of applicants® principal shippers or -
consignees and othexrs possibly interested in the matter. * Thxree
protestants, as hereinabove shown, appeaxrec at the heaxring, only
one of which conducts business regularly with the railroad, the
majox portiom ¢f its business consisting of incoming carload
shipments of lusber ox related building materiai, which shipments
will not be materially affected by the change in agency status.

One persom, the agent, is employed at the East long
Beach station and his hours are 3 a.m. to 5 p.m,; Monday
through Friday. No trains are opexated at this station on
Saturday and Sumday. At Watson, where the station is"épen seven
days pexr week, there are five employees, at least one of which

is on duty between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. It was testified that it

1)
Nine letters of protest were received by this Commission prior
to the hearing. Of these four were withdrawm before the heax~-

ing, three parties made no appearance and two apoea:ed as
protestants.
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would not take more than 3 hours work per day by one person, 5
days per week, to do the work necessary to handle the East Long
Beach business. The Railway Express Agency, Inc., has pick-up
and delivery sexvice in the area mow served by the East Long
Beach station. Its business at this station now consists omly
of picking l:up« whatever outbound shipments are brought to the
station. Railway Express Agency, Inc., anmual revenue va:nd
average number of daily shipments for the years 1957, 1958 and
6 months of 1959 were as follows:
1957 1958 1959 (6 mos.)
Anmual Shipments Ammual ~ Shipments  Annual Shapments
Revenue per Day Revenuve per Day Revenue per Day
$3,301 13 $3,777 15 $1,752 10
Pacific Electric Railway Company gross ope:&ating

revenues associated with traffic originated and terminated at

East Long Beach for the same periods was as follows:

1957 1958 1959 (6 mos.
*lotal $125,803 3105,580 535,993

*Includes North Long Beach non-agency station reverue -
but not Seal Beach non-agency revenue which is accounted
for at Huntington Beach agency statiom.

Division of the East Long Beach station revenue with

other railroads or met opexating results for the stationw wer_é.

not available.
Estimated ammual savings if said station is operated
as a mon-agency statiom from the Watson station, based on

current costs, are as follows:
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GROSS SAVINGS:

Wages - agent, East’ Long,Beach $ 5,335

Auto Mileage Allowance *465

Payroll Taxes ) A ' 485
Telephone . . | 504
Electxicity L ‘ 34

Water : 14

Heat = 29
Miscellaneous station supplies & expenses 56
Elimination of overtime at Watson Agency 3,499 (sce Note)

Total - $10,421

Less: estimated additional expense to be
xncnrred at Watson Agpncy.

Wages =~ assistant agent (new position)

Auto Mileage allowance (2 Round Trips per
‘day to East Long Beach)

Payroll Taxes _ .

Telephone -

M¢sc1. statmon supplies and expenses

Total
ESTTMATED NET ANNUAL SAVINGS:

Note: Establishment of position assistant agent,

Watson, will permit elimination of overtime

paid to agent for Saturday and Sunday work.

Two of the protestants testified that personal and
public inconvenience would resu;t.from the proposed change, ﬁainly
because of the necessity to tra&el to applicants’ other station
or buciness office, and that delays might occur imn ﬁhe receipt
or ingpection of rail Shipments- ALl thfeé of the ptotestants
took part in cross-examination of applicants® witnesses. The
evidence of record ¢learly shows that the applicants can continue

to render an adequate and satisfactory transportation service

from their Watson and Long Beach stations, and we so find.
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The application will be gra:ited as hereinafter set

A public hearing having been held, the Commission
being fully advised in the premises and finding that public
convenience and necessity does not require the maintenance of
applicants' respective agenéies at East: Long Beach, City of“'

Long Beach, Califormia, |

IT IS ORDERED that Pacific Electric Railway Company and
Railway Express Agency, Inc., be, and they hereby are, authorized
to discontinue theix agencies at East Long Beach, subjéct to thg

following conditions:

a. That Pacific Electric Railway Company sball
maintain said station in a Class A non-agency
status.

That within ninety days after the effective date
hereof and om not less than tem days prior to
the discontinuance of the agencies at East
Long Beach, Pacific Electric Railway Company
and Railway Express Agemcy, Imc., shall post

a notice of such discontinuance at the station
and, within ninety days after the effective
date hexeof and om not less than ten days'
notice to the Commission and to the public,
Pacific Electric Railway Company and Railway
Express Agenmcy, Inc., shall file in duplicate
amendments to their tariffs showing the change
authorized herein and shall make reference in
such notice and taxiffs to tkis decision as
authority for the changes. In no event shall
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the agent be removed pursuant to the authority
hereinabove gramted earlier than the effective
date of the tariff filings required hexreunder.

¢. That within thirty days sfter discontinuance of
service as herein authorized, Pacific Electric
Railway Company and Railway Express Agency, Inc.,
shall notify this Commission in writing thexeof
and of compliance with the above conditionms.

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days

after the date hereof.
| San Francisce

) Qalz:i.fornia,
this ’rlqML day of /£~)-—5/M7l(__"

Dated at




