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ORrollAt 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ¥~tter of the Application of ~ 
PACIFIC· WA:~R CO.) a california cor-
poration, 'Under Section 454 of the Applica.t:ion No. 41529 
Public Utilities Code, to increase 
the rates for its lamont Water Sys
tem in Kern County~ California. 

l'css, Lyon & Dunn, by Geo;:ge C. Lyon, for appli
cant. 

Reverend Jimmy S. Davis, for Apostolic Tabernacle, 
protestant. 

John R. Gillanders, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION -----_ ..... _-
'!he Paeific Water Co. is a. Califo:rnia corporation fu:

nishing domestic water to COtlSt..mle1:'S in over twenty systems locate<i 

in Los p..ngcles, Orange,. I<ent atlCL San Bcrn.erdil'lo Counties. By the 

applic~~ion herein, filed with this Commission on Septembe. 29, 

1959, and amended by an .amendment filed on D~cember 29, 1959, it 

see1r..s eutho:ity to increase its rates in i~ Lamont :'iater Sys.tem in 

:<em County, California. 

A p~blic hearine on the application was held befor~ 

Examiner l{ent C. Rogers in Bakersfield, California, on .rune 3, 1960. 

!':rio: to oaici. hea.ring, notice thereof wa::; published and mailed to 

consume:-!: 3$ requirecl by this. Commission. A repre~eut.ative for a 

g=oup of consumers protested the proposcci. lnl!:t'eesc on the gror.m<i 

tl'l<lt the const.mle:::,~ could not affo:~ an increa~, and :ecrucstec1 that 
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.f... 41529 - "cis * e 

they pay on a flat rate basis only. There was no objection to the 

service. 

!'be serviee area is in Kern County sou1:h of Bakersfield. 

As of the end of the year 1958 there were 199'me~red conneetions 

and 15 flat rate connections in the system. 'l'lle applicant had 

planned to meter a.ll services. but the 'Lamont Public Ud.lity Distriet 

intends to acquire the system and serve at flat rates, so the appli

cant will continue to serve 'rhe non-metered cOr.rnect10llS at flat 

rates. 

The present and proposed ra.tes are as follows: 

METERED RATES 

Q,UANTIlY RATES: 

First 800 cu.ft. or less •••••••••••••••••• 
Next 3,200 eu.ft. per 100 eu.ft •••••••••••• 
Nexe 800 cu.ft. per 100 eu.ft •••••••••••• 
Over 4,800 cu.ft. per 100 cu.ft •••••••••••• 

MINIMUM CHARGES: 

For 5/8 x 3/4-inch meter •••••••••••••••••••• 
For l-ineh ~ter •••••••••••••••••••• 
For l~-inch meter •••••••••••••••••••• 
For 2-inch met:er •••••••••••••••••••• 
For 3-ineh meter •••••••••••••••••••• 
For 4-inch meter •••••••••••••••••••• 

Per Meter Per Month 
Present Proposed 

$- 2.00 
.20 
.15 
.15 

$ 2.00 
4.00 
7.SO' 

10.00 
20,.00 
30.00 

$ 4.00 
.40 
.40 
.30 

$ 4.00 
6.00 

12~OO' 
16.00 
30.00 
40.00 

The Minimum Charge will entitle the customer to the quantity of 
water which that min:hm:an eharge will purchase a.t 'the Quantity Rates. 

In the event meters are not available when customers apply for sen ... 
iee the proper size connection will be made .and the customer charged 
the min5mum meter rate per month for the size meter required • 
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A.. 41529 - MF;tt 1: 

FlAT RATES 

RA.TES: 

For single-family residence on a lot not 
to exceed 7,500 sq'. ft. in area through 
a 3/4u service .... " .............. ~ ..................... ' ••• 

For each additional family unit on a single 
lot ................ ,. .•••••.••.••.••.•••••• ...• 

For each a.dc1itional family unit on a sixlgle 
lot ~~thout a bath ...... w ••••••••••••••••••• 

For each addit:ional 100 sq. ft. of lot area 

For each store, maxket or shop- (se:z:vicc con
nection not to exceed 3/4ft 

••••••••••••••••• 

ror each service station (service connec-
tion not to exceed 3/4" •••••••••••••••••••• 

For each 4-inch service connection ••••••••• 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Monthly Flat Rate 
Present· Propose a 

~ 3.00 $ 4 .. 00 

2.00 3.00 

1.50 "SO -. 
.03 • 03 

3.00 4.00 

4.00 5.00 

15.00 20.00 

1. All sel:Vice not covered by the above classification will be 
furnished only on a metered basis. 

:2.. Meters may be installed at the option of the utility or cus
tomer for above elassifications, in which event service will here
.'1fter be rendered only on the basis of the schedule covering 
General ~tered Service. 

The applicant: est:{mates, that wlth certain adjustments) 

it experienced a 10S$ in 1958 and in 1959. The~e figures were based 

on the o'lSsumpzion that in 1959 all services woulo. be metereci., which 

assumption hac been changed. '!be staff ~somed the non-metcred 

se~ce woul~ remain and allowed some $12,000 for additional plant 

to effectuate staff recommend.':Zl;ons made in Case No. 6387. It also 

caleulatec that at pre:;ent :a~$, with adjustments, the applicant 

had a loss 5.n 1953 and in 1959. 

At prOlX>sed rates the estimates are .:lS follow:;; :::0: lSSS, 

';:$ ='-ndico'lteo. on page 11-3" Exhii>it No. L~, he:-cin: 
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Staff Company 

Operating Revenues $15 :t92O $16:t631 

Operati~ E~nses 
7~11O 6~626 ~rat on ~Mi!ntenance Expenses 

Admin. & Gen. & Misc.; Expenses 2~664 2:t99S 
Taxes' Other Than on Ineome 1:t32O 1~131 
, Depreciation 1>762 1,420 
Inccme Taxes 1:.162 1 1720 

'rotal Operating' Expenses l4,O1& 13~892' 

Net Revenue 1,902 2,739 

Depreciated'Rate Base 61,680- 59,560 

RateofReturrl 3.0~ 4.601. 

From all of the evidence adduced in this matter we 1lOW find 

that the proposed increases in rates and charges:t as hex:~1nbefore 

described and authorized herein, are justified, and that the' present 

rates and charges, insofar as they differ from those herein pre

scribed, axe for the future 'Unjust and unreasonable. 

ORDER -----

Application as above entitled ~ been filed, a pUblic 

hearixlg having been held thereon, the matter having been s'Ubmitted 

and now being ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

(1) That Pacific Water Co., a corporation, be and it: is auth

orized to file in quadruplicate wi'th the Commission, after the ef

fective date of this order, in comormi:ty with General Order No. 96, 

the schedules of rates as shown in AppCndix A attached hereto, and 

upon not less than five days' notice to the Commission and to the 

public to make said rates effective for service rendered after 

September 16. 196O • 
. '" 
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A. 41529 -~ * 

(2) That: applicant shall file) within thirty days after 'the 

effective date hereof, four copies of a comprehensive map drawn to 

an indicated sC41e not smaller than 200 feet ~ the inch delineat

ing by appropriate marld.rlgs the tracts of land and territory served, 

the principal water production~ storage and distribution £acilities~ 

and the locations of tbe various water system properties of the ap

plicant. 

(3) lbat the applicant shall study the depreciation reserve 

for the Lamont system to determine the proper adj us·tments to be made 

to the depreciation reserve. '!'he results of this study shall be . 
submitted to the Commission within six months after the effective 

d.:Lte he.eof. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dateo at ~ !r~c1$OO ) california~ this 

day of ___ (_.1...;J";';.~o......:.;jI."7"""'( ,~d,.;;" .......... __ 
I 
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APPLICABILITY 

APP~'D:rx: A 
Page 1 or ~ 

Sehed'Ul.o No. IA.-l 

Inmont Tariff Ar~ 

GENERA L METERED smv!CE 

Applieable to all mGtered T,.lQ.ter ~erv1ee. 

TE!t'r{ITORY . 
Tho 1minco%j)Oro.ted. terr1toI'j" inel'Qding tho eom:m:re1t7 or We«l Patch, 

and v1ein1tY';o B.pp%'ox:1m8.tel7 10 mile5 sO\ltheastErrlj" otBe.ker:si"1ald, Kern 
CO\'l:C.ty. 

RATES - Pc.Meter. 
PP.'r Month 

Quantity Rate:!: 

~~st 800 cu.ft. or less ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Next 4,000 cu.!t., per 100 eu.rt •••••••••••••• 
Over 4,800 eu.ft., per 100 ~.rt •••••••••••••• 

Minimum Charge: 

For siS x 3/~1neh moter ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For l-in.eh mete:- ••••••••• ' ............ , •••• 

~ 4.00 

For l~ineh mote:' .................. _ ••••• '.-
For 2.-.inel1 met.f!!r' .................. ....... . 
For 3-inchmeter ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For ~in.ch mete%' •••• e' .................. . 

Tho Y.!.n1:n= Charge ~llentitle the customer 
to th~ qua.nt1ty of water which tha.t ~ 
charge will pureb&~o ~t the Quantity Rates. 

6.00 
12.00 
16.00 
~O.OO 
40.00 



APPLICABILITY 

APPENDJX A 
Pnge 2 or 3 

'!be lmincorpora.tod territory incl'UCiing the cOtCm1l%lity of' Yo~ Pc.teh, 
and vie1Dity, 1.I.pprox1ma.tely 10 miles 50utheasterly or Bekers!"1eld, Xer.c. 
CoT.lnty. 

1. For e. :J1r1glc f'cily residence, inelud.1rlg 
premises not e:x:eeeditlg 7,500 sq,.f't. in 
area •••••.••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••• 

a. For oo.eh ae.ditioMl re:Jidence on 
the ee.me prem1:es- a:cd sorved !'rom 
tho ~e service co~ection ••••••••• 

b. Por ea.eh additional residential 'IJll1t, 
'W1t:'out. bo.th facilities, on tho 
same prl.ll:lli5es and served. !rom. tho 
~e :ervice connGetio~ ••••••••••••• 

c. For each 100 sq,.1't. of ares. in 
excess- or 7,SOC 3CI..:t:'t. • ••••••••••••• 

2. For each store, market or :shop •••••••••• 

J. For each ~erviee station •••••••••••••••• 

4. For -eo.ch 4-incl: :crv1ce eo=eetion •••••• 

( Continued.) 

Pe'!" Service Coxmeetion 
Fe%" Month 

$ 4.00 

3.00-

1.50 

.03 

4.00 

5.00 

20.00 



spECIAt cor."DrrrONS 

APPENDIX A 
Page:3 01: 3 

Schedule No. IA-2 (Continuai) 

GEN'EP.At 'FIAT RA. 'rE S'ERVICE --

l. The above f'le.t rllte charges apply to oervico comecti01lO not 
larger th&n. J/4-1nch in diameter, except the spee1!'1e rate a.pplicable to 
s. 4-inch service- eoxmeet:1.on. 

2. All serviee not covered by the above ela.SS1!'1es.t1Oll \d.ll be 
turnished only on a. metered basis. 

3. Meters 'frA":! be 1:a...--tslled at o;.>t1on of util1t7 or CU3tomer for 
a.bove cwsifietlt10n in wh1eh (JVent service therea.1"ter v.Ul be 1"urn1.3h~ 
only on the be.:;1z or Sehedule No. IA-l, General Mctcreti Servie~. Vlben 
tl. moter 1$ ixwto.lled. ll.t opt1on or eustoc.er,. met.erod. service :nust 'be 
eonUnul!d. tf.1r o:t. loo.::;:t 12 montb:J before serviee W'ill a.ga1n be f'ttnl1shed. 
at no.t rates. 


